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PREFATORY NOTE. 

In compiling this History it has been my desire simply to 
arrange all evidence relating to the Family in proper order. 
Nothing is given which is not from perfectly authentic sources ; 
and I have been careful, as far as possible, to retain all original 
wording. 

I have been assisted in the early part by notes made in 
1 8 ID by my Grandfather, D'Ewes Coke, of Brookhill Hall. 



J. Talbot Coke. 



YoKYi^ January, 1880. 



1 

William Coke =f= Elizabeth Hopton. 
(page no). 



I 

Francis Coke«=T=i. Lucy Coucher. 

(page in). 2. Barbara Harper. 

I 

George Coke =j= Elizabeth Bythcway. 

(page 112). 
Richard Coke =f Jane Griffiths. 



(page 113). [ 

?*rancis Cokc=y: 
(page 114). j 



Francis Coke =t= Anne Whitcombc. 



George Coke =j= Anne Hodgson. John 
(page 116). (page n 8). 

George Francis Coke 
of Lcmore 
(page 122). 
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INTRODUCTION. 



'T'HE Manor of Tnisley was held by one Hugh, under Henry de 
Ferrars when the Survey of Domesday was taken, then 
called " Toxenai." 

Two Veliutn Pedigrees of the Cokes, procured at different times 
from the College of Arms, give undoubted authority to the family 
history as far as they extend. The most ancient was prepared in the 
reign of Elizabeth, and is signed by Robert Cooke, Clarencieux King- 
at-Arms. The later one was drawn up in 1772, and is signed by Mr. 
Bigland and Sir Isaac Heard, the Lancaster and Somerset Heralds. 
It is stated to have been taken from the Register Howard, folio 34, 35, 
existing in the College of Arms. Some variations in these two 
Pedigrees appear in the Arms of the females with whom the Cokes 
intermarried. These will be noticed in their proper places, but the 
descent is uniform in both. 

The earliest part of the history depends not only on these Pedigrees, 
and the evidence possessed in the College of Arms, but it is also 
confirmed by the possession of property obtained through the inter- 
marriage of the Cokes with the heirs female of several ancient families. 
The Parish Registers of Trusley, Kirkby, Pinxton, &c., with inscriptions 
on tombstones and achievements in those churches, corroborate the 
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* 

^ descent as far as these go back, and deeds in the possession of different 

branches of the family form the .last species of evidence which has 

\ * been resorted to. 

jk The Pedigrees are silent as to the residence of the first of the 

Cokes, but the earliest intermarriage with an heir female is that with 
Owen of Marchington. Marchington is a village on the very border 
of Derbyshire, but situate in the county of Stafford, on the bank of the 
Dove, and within three or four miles of Uttoxeter. It is not more than 
six or eight miles from Trusley, where the second intermarriage with 
the heir female of Odingsells took place, and, as marriages in those 
early days were in general contracted amongst neighbours, the 
presumption is that the Cokes lived somewhere between the two 
places. 

)\ A tradition in the Trusley family states that the founder of it 

[/ was one Cook or Coke, who was employed in the service of Henry 

de Ferrars, Superintendent of William the Conqueror's horse armourers 
and farriers. They are said to have been located near Tutbury 
Castle, in some office or other. 

Whether their original residence was in Derbyshire or Staffordshire, 
it appears that on the marriage with the Owens they resided in the 

/ latter county, and continued there till they changed their residence 

* foi^ Trusley, soon after their marriage with the Odingsells. 

II It is generally supposed that the crescents on the Coat-of-Arms, 

* and the Sun as crest, were adopted by the family at the time of the 
.' Crusades to Palestine, when Richard introduced the custom of wearing 

armorial coats, and of having them engraved upon seals. His own 

broad seal, when he embarked for the Holy Land, contained two 

crescents (the Turkish ensign), and they seem not to have been 

^ uncommon emblems, as we read of another Prince (according to 

Speed) who, going against the Turks, adopted a crescent, with this 
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motto, "Plenior redibo" — ("I will return more fuir*). Richard I., 
after his return from captivity in Germany, ordered a new broad 
seal to be engraved, bearing a full moon, which Speed thinks was 
done emblematically. The adoption also of one of the heavenly 
bodies as a crest strengthens the probability of the Coat of Arms 
originating with the family in the manner described, and that they 
took arms from the Badges of Richard — the moon and stars— which 
were emblazoned upon all his standards, and cut upon his great 
seals. 




PEDIGREE. 



ROBERT COKE 



Hugh Coke, bU heir. 

This Robert Coke is the first of the family named in the Pedigrees. 

Robert le Coke, Robert son of William Coke, and others, are mentioned 
in a deed dated 9th December, 1343, drawn up by Nicolas de Canlelupe, 
Lord of Ilkeston, in the county of Derby, who had obtained a license of 
King Edward III. to found a monastery in his park at Grcasley, for a prior 
and twelve monks of the order of Carthusians. 

In the deeds of Wigwell Grange, co. Derby, which commence in 
1300, and run down, in almost unbroken succession, till comparatively 
modem times, Thomas Coquo is one of the witnesses to the grant from 
Heniy Braund to the Canons of Darley of lands in Wiggewell ( citxa 1 200). 
He is also a witness to the grants from William Le Suries, and from Robert, 
son of Gilbert, to the same, also of lands in Wigwell. In these two deeds 
his name is spelt " Coco "; the date of both is about isoo. 



HUGH COKE of Marchington 
Woodhousc, CO. StaBbrd, son and heir 
of Robert Coke. Was living 46 Edward 

III. A.D. 1J73. 



AGNES, daughter and heir of Robert 
Owen of Marchington Woodhouse. Was 
living 9 Richard II. a.d, 13S6. 



It appears by an old deed, dated 46 Edward III., that Hugh Coke had 
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lands in Marchington, and that he boi^t of Thomas Cotton certain 
adjoining meadows. Hugh died before 1380, as by a deed of that }rear 

> (4 Richard II.) Agnes, his \%ndow, gave to John Coke, her second son, lands 

\ in Witchner. 

John Coke is traced no further in the Pedigrees ; he may be supposed to 
have died S.P. Witchner is about seven miles from Marchington, and is 
in Staffordshire. 

Four generations of the Owens of Marchington are shown. The reports 
of the Commissioners appointed by Edward I., known as the Hundred 
Rolls, on the exactions during the latter part of the turbulent reign of 
Henry III., show that Henry Owen, Bailiff of the Hundred of Appletree, 
had been specially exorbitant and tynnannical, he having seized Robert, the 
parson of the Church of Boyleston, and imprisoned him in the neighbouring 
castle of Tutbury, because he had refused to thrash his (Owen's) com at 
Boyleston, and convey it to the said castle ; and that he did not obtain his 
release until he had paid Owen a fine of forty shillings. 



ROBERT COKE of Marchington = 
Woodhouse, son and heir of Hu^ ' 
Was Uring 9 Richard IL a.ix 13S6. 



Thomas Coke, his heir. 



It appears by a deed of 9 Richard II. that Robert Coke and his brother 
John were both li\'ing at that date. 



1 HOMAS COKE of Tnisley, in the =- ELIZABETH, daughter and co-heir 
CO. of Derby, in right of Elizabeth, his of Thonias de Odingsells, of Thislcy. 
wife, son of KobertCoke. Married about 14 iS. 

WuxiAM Coils, his bein See foge 4. 
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This Thomas Coke held " Coke's hale," with the lands of Coke and 
Owen, in Marchington Woodlands, Burton, Hanburie, Hanchurch, and 
half the manor of Trusley (the other half passed to Richard Piper by the 
marriage of the co-heiress, and was bought back in 1 569 by Richard Coke, 
as will be noticed farther on), parts of Thurvaston, E^ington, Oslaston. 
and Castle Bromwich. The evidences of these possessions remain, but 
how they have passed from the family does not appear. 

Trusley is described by D. and S. Lysons in "Magna Britannia": — 
" The manor of Trusley (Toxenai) was held by one Hugh, under Henry de 
Ferrars, when the survey of Domesday was taken. In the reign of Henry 
II., Hugh le Arbalester, most probably his son or grandson, appears to 
have been lord of the manor (Dugdale's ' Monasticon,' vol. i. p. 355). 
Oliver de Odingsells purchased it of Ralph de Benfey in the reign of 
Henry HI. The co-heiresses of this family brought it in moieties to 
Thomas Coke and Richard Piper. Piper's daughter and heiress married 
John Cowdale : their moiety passed (probably by sale) to the Vemons, and 
was purchased of the Manners family, in 1569, by Richard Coke, Esq., for 
;(^520. and a douceur of ^f 10 to Mrs. Manners." 

The Odingsells had long been persons of distinction ; Gerard de 
Odingsclls, son of BasiHa and Hugh de Odingsells, having a knight's fee 
in Eperston so far back as the time of Henry III. 

The following is from an old MS. now at Debdale Hal! : — 

*' It is generally suppcwed that Ihe Estale al this village (Trusley), beiae what m.iy be called 
otigioally an entirety, was fOTinerly granted for Knight's service as a Knight's ffw, tl bang 
parcel of and within the Jurisdiction of the Ilonoi of Tulbury, and part of the Datchy of 
Ijuicaster. It also appear^ from the ccmains of some antient military accoQtremenIs in the 
possession of the present owner, that it had at one lime maintained, two trained saldicn." 

These accoutrements are still at Trusley. This MS. also states : — 

" The Village of Trusley h, a single Hamlet, and in the civil establishment is one reoiarlcable 
cuvumstance, that in the constablewick Ihe Hamlet or Liberty of the Ash in the adjoining 
Parish of Sntton-on -the- Hill is united (□ this Parish, and when the Coniiable is appoinled for 
Tmsley, which has it for two years toiether, the Hamlet of the Ash hoi an Hcadborough, and 
thai year tfatt Hamlet of Ash has it Trusley has an Headborough. In the eccleliaslical 
catabtishment it is a Rectory, and, as appeait by Baron's Liber Regia, la valued at £,^ (a. 8d. 
in the KiDg*! Boofci ; by the same author it appearing to be a Living discharged pays no 
Tenths, but pays to the Bishop an annual pension of 3s. The Church 'a dedicated to All 



The Odingsells came originally from Flanders. Five generations from 
Oliver de Odingsells {iemp. Henty HI.) are traced in the Coke pedigrees, 
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WILLIAM COKE of Tnisley, son = JOAN.daughterof JohnHOton. Mairied 



and heir of Thomas. 
Temp. Hen. VII. 



Obt A.D. 1504. 



17 Hen. VL 



WiLLiAu Coke, bk heir. 



Thomas de Acard and others gave to William, son and heir of Thomaa 
Coke of Marchington, in fee marriage with Joan his wife, daughter of John 
Hilton, all these lands and tenements which he the said Thomas was 
enfeoffed with to the said William and the heirs of his body, as appears 
by deed dated 27 Henry VI. (1448). 

In this deed, which is only noticed in the 6rst pedigfree, Thomas Coke 
is described as of Marchington, though he possessed Tnisley by his 
marriage with Elizabeth de Odingsells, so that he probably continued to 
reside at Marchington, 

There is a small village named Hilton near Etwall, between Tnisley 
and Marchington, and in those days persons often bore the name of the 
town they lived in. In the Trusley Register the Hiltons are mentioned in 
1695. 

William Coke gave a lease of lands in Trusley to Thomas Toplis for 
twelve years on 23rd October, 1496 (11 Henry VII,). He also hy deed 
dated 20th March, 1491 (6 Henry VII.), gave a lease of lands in Trusley 
to Sir Richard Longforth, Knt, and others. 



MARGERY, dau. of... 
Second frife. 



WILLIAM COKE of = CICELEY, otherwise 

I'msley, son and heir CecUia, dau. of. 

of William. Died a.d Brentwood. 

1514. Tottp. Hen. 
VIII. 



This William Coke survived his father only ten years. 

Robert Coke, the second son, had the Marchington estate ; his descent 
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is traced no further. What became of his property is not known ; it may 
have reverted to the head of the family and have been afterwards sold, 
but this is the last time it is mentioned in the Pedig^rees. 

There is a bond to perform award from Robert Coke and John Coke of 
Marchington to William Coke of Trusley, dated 9th July, 1516 (7 Henry 
VIII.) ; from this it would appear he had a son named John. 



WILLIAM COKE of Tnisley, son = ISABELL, daughter of Sir Ralph 
and heir of William. Died a.d. 15 18. Longford of Longford, Knt 
Temp. Hen. VIII. 



William Coke, his heir. See page 6. 

This William Coke appears to have survived his father only four years. 

Longford is within four or fi\'e miles of Trusley, and is now the property 
of the Hon. Edward Keppel Coke, of the Norfolk family, which is in no 
way related to the Trusley Cokes. 

Fourteen generations of the family of Longford of Longford were 
recorded in the Visitation of 1569. The last male heir, Sir Nicholas Long- 
ford, died in 1610. Sir Ralph Longford was High Sheriff for the county of 
Derby in 150 1. In the reign of Edward III. Sir Ralph Longford, an 
ancestor of the above, married one of the two daughters of Sir William le 
Wyne, to whom the manor of Pinxton (or, as it is written in old writings, 
Penkeston) belonged. Sir Ralph, a descendant, sold his moiety to Sir 
Francis Coke. The other daughter was married to Sir John Sulney, whose 
portion descended to the StafTords, and from them to the Revells, from 
whom it was purchased by the Cokes. 



« COKE OF TRUSLEY. 

WILLIAM COKE of Tnisley, son = DOROTHY, daughter of Robert Fitz 
andbeirof Williain.(^ Died Sept iSth, Herbert, of Tissingtoa Died 3rd 
*57S'C) Buried at Tnisley, Sept. 29th, December, 155 8.0 
1575- J 

I I. RiCHASD CoKB, hit heir. See page S. 

iANL Died young. 
;osK. Died anmarricd. 
Anthony. Died young. 
Edwasd. Died younK. 

Makgarbt, wife to Teflrej Wfaalley of Bntdmore, co. Notes, 
DOKOTHY, wife to ChristopbcT Thicker. 
Fkahcis, ■ 

John Coke, wu Rector of NonbWiogGdd, co. Detbj. 

Edmons, a son. Died voang. 

Elena, wife to Robert Keys. 

Ann, wife to Philip Streelhnr of Streelbaf, co. StaSbnL 

IsABiLL, wife to John Danveis of Swilhlajid, co. Lekater. 

Akthur. Died young. 

Mxtnuts from jyusUy Jiegisier. 
. (*) " Christopher Thicker and Dorothy Coke married January aS'^ 1567." 

(') "RoW Kyera * Elina Coke named Aug, ai. An. 1554." 

{') " Anne Cooke fili Wilhelmi Coke bapt Nov. 1 JSS." 

O " * Anne Cooke niBnied Oct. aa, 1565." 

(■) "John Davers ft Itabell Coke married Maii 3$. Anno 1569." 
' P) " Wilbebunt CokcgeneromsKpnlt, Sep. at), AnnopTKd 1575." 

■ Estlradi from the FamUy Chronide. 
C "My moth' whoe depled thU lyff on Wedn«>day next after S* Andrew't day bylns 
. T alleniooQ y" iij day of December betwixt 3 * 4 of j« dodi, J* fyisl yeare of 
y" raynge of Queen Eliiabeth." 
C) "William Coke of Trasley y" foorth of that name and &ther of Richaid Coke died 
y« xviijdayof September in y« xvijyearof y* Rng of Qneen Elii., AnDomi575 
about viij in y« tnoming." 

The wife of this William Coke was a very fruitful vine, having borne 
fifteen children, of whom nine appear to have lived. 

Tissington, whence she came, is about twelve miles from Trusley, and 
near to Ashbourne ; it is still the property of the Fitz Herberts, though 
Somersall is the seat of the head of the family. They became baronets in 
1783. Their ancestor's name appears on the Roll of "Battel Abbeie." There 
is an old book, now in the possession of Colonel E. T, Coke of Trusley, 
•which was Commenced in the time of this William Coke (femp. Henry 
VIII.), and entries have been made in it by successive generations of 
births, deaths, marriages, accounts, agreements,' and other notes of interest, 
until the reign of Charles II., at which period the book was completed. 
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The book (which in future reference will be called the " Family Chronicle") 
is in good order, with the exception of a few pages that at some period 
have been torn out, Thb was noticed in 17S7, when the following was 
written on the outside ■.'— 

" This book waaA not be destroyed." 

"1787 F. Wilmot." 
The first entry in it is : — 

" In tai banning God be in; guide. In grace and verjiy to spede ; " 

and 

". began to wytl of this boke Ihe xx day of November in the xxvj''' yeie of tlie renge 

of tlie puiuant Loid Kynge Henry the y^lh." (a.d. t53J-) 

The entries of births, deaths, and marriages were not made in any order, 
or in any particular part of the book, but are scattered throughout it, many 
of them being very hard to decipher. The first records the marriage of 
Richard Coke (the eldest son of William and Dorothy), and the second 
entry gives the death of Dorothy Coke as entered by Richard Coke. 

William Coke survived his father fifty-eight years. 

John Coke, his fourth son, was Rector of North Wingfield. He seems 
to have been a student of heraldry, and published a book entitled " The 
debate between the Heralds of Englande and France. MDL. Imp' by 
me Rycharde Wyer 16°." The Thacker family, into which Dorothy Coke 
married, had a grant in 1540 of Repton Priory from Henry VIII. 

Gilbert Thacker, the last of this family, died in 1712. 

Elizabeth, the fiftli daughter, was twice married. Her first husband, 
John Bird, was of the family of Bird, or Bride, which had possessed the 
Manor of Nether Locko as early as the reign of Henry IV. She survived 
her husband, having had a son, William, who sold the manor in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth to William Gilbert, then of Barrow, his mother's second 
husband. The Gilbert family consequently removed there, and resided at 
Locko Park for several generations. 

John Gilbert, William's descendant, became possessed of Thui^aton 
Priory, in the county of Nottingham, by bequest from the Coopers, and 
took the name of Cooper by Act of Parliament in 1736 ; and having about 
the same time sold Locko to the Lowe family, who at present reside there, 
removed to Thurgaton, which place was sold a short time previous to his 
death by Colonel John Gilbert Cooper Gardiner, who died unmarried in 1833. 

In the year 1630 there was another intermarriage between the Gilberts 
and the Cokes, of which presently. 
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RICHARD COKE of Trariey, esq., 
soa and heir of William. Died aoth 
November, 1583.C) 



MARY, daughter and sole heir of 
Thomas Sacheverell of Kirkby, co. 
Notts. Married afith April, 1558.C) 
Died 37th August, i58o.(' *) 



Thomas Coke; bom January, 1567; diedftt Padiu, a. 

Pkilip Coke ; bom 37th August, 1568 ; Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge and 

died there, S.P. 
George Cokk ; bora 3id October, 1570 ; BUhop of Hereford, &c. See page 76. 
RobektCokb; bom 21st November, 1574; killed in the Battle of Hewport. Ta^ 

Eliz. 
Glizabbtit; bom 32nd April, 1559; died 37th April, ISSQ. 

Elizabeth ; bora 36th July, 1560 ; wife to William Woodcock of Kdale, co. Derby. 
Maey ; bom 38th Novembier, 1565 ; wife to Francis Fulwood of Middletotl. 
MAKOAREr J bom 1573 ; wife to Francis Bussy of Clifton, co. Lincoln. 
Dorothy ; bora 36th October, 1576 ; wife to Valentine Cuer, Biihop of Exeter. She 
died 161(1, and lies buried in the choir at St. Paul's, London. 



Extrads from the Truiley Register and Family Chrmide, 

(1) "Ridiard Coke wai maiyed y* Tuesday beyng ;• xxvj<^ da; of April in y* foith and 

fiiyth yeare of y« raynge of y* Kyng 4 Queen Philip and Mary. Anno Dom, 1558." 

CF.C.) 
(') " Richard Coke of Trusley f first of that name died y* xi day of Norember in 

y* 35 yei« of y* raigne of Queenc Elizabeth. Anno dmi ijSs," {F.C.) 
(') "Marie Cooke sepulta Sep. 28. Anno 1580." (R(^.) 
(') "Mary wyife to Richanl Coke dyed after long lyng syck y< xxvij<'> day of Agst. 

An. 1580. K.R. ElU-iidj." (F.C.) 
P) "A. I, R. Eliz (1559) Eliib. Coke daughtr to R. C. was home y* Monday next after 

Trynly Sunday beyng y* xxij'^ day of Apl hallffe an houre after sone settyng and 

dyed xiviji'-" 
(*) "A. IL R. Eliz (1560) Elizabeth the lecond daughter of Richard Coke by Haiye 

bis wyffe was borne the moiow aftj SainI James day beyiog y* iivj*^ day of 

July betwixt the houre of lij and one in the aft' none of the same day." 
•' maried to W. Woodcock of Edale." 
C) "ffi'ancesCoke the fyrst sone of R' Coke wat home on Saint ^ " he was made 

Martyn Day the byshope and conf^ bcyng the xj* day of ( Kuygfat by King 

Norember Anno tertio R. Elizabeth at betwixt xij & one ( James Anno : 1639 

in the fore none." (1561.) ) at Tntboiy." 

(') "John Coke sone to Ric was bome at London y* t*' of March almost a qrt' before- 

iij of y» clock in y* fore noon of y« cante day A" R.R, Eliz 5" " {1563.} 

"He in Herefordshire at Hall Court neare Ledbury and manyed 

y* daughter of J. Powdl and ww matter of requests to Kinge James 
y* fint, & Knyght ft after prindpal Secretarie to King Charles." 
(») "Mary Coke thyrd d.aught' to Rich' ft Maiy was bome on Thuiaday y" xxriij'*' 

of Novembr An. vij. Reg. EILz (ft An Dom 1565) hallfe houre after ix of y< clocke 

in y« fore none of y« same day." 

" married to ffm flulwood of Midleton." 
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(") "TbOB^ CoIc« iij aonoe to y* nSA Ricli' ft Maiy wu bome on beying 

]r> Aty of Janiury mbout of y clocke in j* Ano viij R . 

Elir (IS67)-'" 

" never maried : Died nt Padui in Ilalia Anno l6lt." 
(>'} " Phy1yp« Coke v,\\'^ sonne of y* said Kic & Maiy ms bome on Thnndiy bersg 
y* xiviji^ of August An. in" R. lilii. be[ii«yxt ij 4 iij in y* morning" (1568). 
"Died in Cambridge being fellowe of Triniiie CoUedge there." 
(") "Geoi^Coke fyth ion of y" sd Ric Coke bome on Monday y* iij d»y of October 
about iiij of y* docke in y« fote none An. u" R. Elii." (1570). 

"he wai .... of Bygnive in Hutfonj-Jiire, Bishop of Btutol 1633 «ft<r 
Byhape of Hereford Ano. 1636." 

• ('») "Mugarcl Coke bome on y" d«y of Ano xiiij R. Elii. (iS73) 

married to ffrauncea Busy." 
("J " Robert Coke, syxt lone of y« said Ric Coke bome on Tuesday beyng y* xxj'^ 
d»y of November A" xvj R, Elii (1574). about vt'; of y* clocke in y* after none 
of y* latnc day.'' 

" be wai sUyne at )* battle before Newport. Anno Reg Elll." 

(") " Dorothy Coke fyth daughter of y* said Richard and Mary wis bome on Frydy 
beying y* mii'^ day of October in y« xviij*'" yeare o( Qn Elii. An. d. 157S U. j* 
houre of xj in y* fore none." 

"She wai wyflTe to Doctor Carey deanc of Lijndon and 

Maif of Collcclgc in Camb. aftr Byhope of Eieter." 

By the marriage with Miss Sacheverell, Kirkby Old Hall, with the first 
Nottinghamshire property, came into the family, Kirkby 13 nearly twenty- 
five miles from Trusley; and Snittcrton, the seat of the head of the 
Sacheverells, is as far from Kirkby as Trusley. However, about this period 
marriages began to be contracted between parties at greater distances than 
heretofore, 

Kirkby Hall was originally the property of the Kirkbys of Kirkby, and 
came to the Sacheverells in the fifteenth century by the marriage of 
William Sacheverell of Snitterton witli Agnes, daughter and heiress of 
Kirkby. It continued in the Sacheverell family for three generations, when 
Mary, the sole heiress, married Richard Coke of Trusley. It has remained 
since this time to the present in the Coke family, a period of 332 years, 
and is now the property of Mr. Coke of UrookhilJ. It generally forms part 
of the marriage settlements of the family, and is, therefore, likely long to 
remain in their possession. 

It was originally a timtjcr house with plaster between the frames of the 
timber. The chimneys were brick and stone. It stands at the foot of the 
hill, at the Western extremity of Kirkb>- parish, and within two miles of the 
old Nun Car Gate, which opened till of late years into Sherwood Forest, 
At that period, not only the forest, but all the adjoining grounds, were 
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wood, and it must have been a very desirable sporting residence. Notwith- 
standing this, it does not appear to have been inhabited by the family 
except when a second house was wanting. Trusley always continued the 
family seat. In the Harleian Collections in the British Museum are many 
Derbyshire Visitations. No. 5,809 contains a Pedigree of the Coke family, 
with an emblazonment of their arms and quarterings in the year 1580, 
when Richard Coke was living at Trusley. Arms as follows : — 

1. Coke : gules ^ three crescents and a canton, or, 

2. Owen : part per chevron, or and az.^ two roses stalked and slipped. 

3. Odingsells : arg.^ a fesse, two mullets in chief, gtUes. 

(There were three brothers Odingsells. The eldest, a great soldier, called 
" de Flanders," carried one mullet ; Odingsells of Trusley two ; and Oding- 
sells of Epperston, co. Notts., three.) 

4. Sacbeverell : arg,^ on a saltier, az., five water bougets of the field. 

5. Kirkby : az,^ fesse between two chevrons, engrailed, erm, 

6. Coke : as before. 

Crest : sun in full splendour. 

There is now at Trusley, in S. Woodward's farmhouse (one of Col. 
E. T. Coke's tenants), an old oak wainscoat chimney mantel : a motto is 
carved on it, "CAVE DNS VIDET." There are also three coats of arms, 
each in a wreath. The first contains the arms of Coke and Odingsells, 
the second Coke and Odingsells with Sacheverell and Kirkby, the third 
Sacheverell and Kirkby only. 

This chimney-piece is believed to have been taken from a bedroom 
when Trusley Hall was pulled down, and from the Sacheverell arms being 
impaled with the Coke, and being on the sinister or wife's side of the 
shield, it must have been carved after the marriage of Richard Coke and 
Mary Sacheverell, and was probably put up soon after this event (1558). 
The carved work is extremely well done and the chimney-piece, though 
not fixed up, is in good preservation. 

The numbers of the family about this time were considerably increased, 
Mrs. Richard Coke having had eleven children, of whom only one appears 
to have died young. 

As Richard Coke died in six years after his father, he probably resided 
at Kirkby Hall during the first years of his marriage, but the Kirkby 
registers do not go so far back as his time. 
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No further notice being taken of any of the younger brothers of 
Richard Coke in the Pedigrees, it is probable that none left issue. 

In making the turnpike road from Pinxton tlirough Kirkby, over the 
forest of Sherwood (about 1789), a finger seal of silver'^ilt, with a crest, 
the sun, the same as the Cokes', was found, and is now at Brookhill. It 
probably was lost while hawking by Richard Coke. Thumb seals and seals 
on the fingers were worn about the time of Hcnr>' VIII. and probably 
later, and Richard Coke lived at Kirkby Hall about the beginning of 
Wary's reign. 

Richard Coke, as has been before stated, bought the rest of the Manor 
of Trusley of the heirs of Sir Geoi^e Vernon; he is also said to have 
bought half the Manor of Pinxton of Sir Francis Leake, and half the 
Manor of Normanton of Mr. Longford of Longford, in 1567, and to have 
-sold the residue of his ancestor's lands in Marchington, Egginton, and 
Oslaston, and two farms in Kirkby. Nothing further is known of his 
daughters after their marriage. Considering how wild and sequestered a 
place Edale was, the lady who married Mr. Woodcock must have gone 
into perfect exile. The Middleton to which place her sister married was 
M idd leton -by- Youl grave, and that may account for the connection, as they 
are not very far apart. 

Eight generations of the Sachevcrclls are shown in the Coke Pedigrees. 
The family was originally of HopwcU, and the sixteenth generation settled 
at Morley ifeinp. Richard IIL), on the marriage of John Sacheverell with 
Joan, the heiress of Stathum, a family that had been in possession of that 
property for thirteen generations. Thoroton's pedigree of this family 
describes John de Sacheverell as having married a co-heiress of Fitz 
Ercald, five generations before 15 Edward L (about the year 1020). They 
appear to have been knights at an early period, and to have married into 
most of the principal Derbyshire families. Mary, daughter and sole 
heir of Thomas Sacheverell, who married Richard Coke, was the last of a 
younger branch of the Morley family, who three generations before had 
acquired Kirkby Halt by the marriage with Agnes, daughter and heir to 
Richard Kirkby of Kirkby. 

A ruined doorway is all that now remains of the home of the Stathums 
and Sacheverelts at Morley, but the fine ancient family mgnuments in the 
church are in good preservation. 

The name of Sacheverell i.s derived from " Saut de Chcvreuil," or 
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goat's leap. Kirkby Hall \vas for some time called Sacheverell Hall, 
thus changing its name with its owners ; it is now the residence of 
Major Langton Coke. The old hall contains much valuable and 
beautiful oak carving, and is wainscoted throughout in black oak. The 
chimney piece in the drawing-room is a fine specimen of elaborate 
workmanship, and that in the principal bedroom bears the motto— 

"LY DOWNE TO REST 
& THINKE TO HAVE 
THY SLEEPE THY DEATH 
THY BED THY GRAVE." 

Sir John Coke, the second son of Richard, founded a branch of the 
I family at Melbourne, co. Derby, for which see page 58. 

f George Coke, Bishop of Bristol and Hereford, founded a third branch 

I, in Herefordshire, for which see page ^6. 






W 



Deeds at Debdale Hall. 

i8th April, 1557, 4 & 5 Ph. & Mary— Marriage settlement Ric. 
Coke. 

1577, J 9 Eliz. — Richard Coke & Hy. Vernon — Lands in Trusley. 
1569, 2 1st Oct., II Eliz. — ^John Manners and Dorothy his wife, to 

Richard Coke — Sale of lands at Trusley. 

1578, 16 Feb'., 20 Eliz. — ^John Harpur to Richard Coke — Hallows 

farm, Trusley. 
1 561, 8 June, 3 Eliz. — Thomas Leigh of Eggington, to Wm. Coke — 

Sale of Hyckelyng Meadow, Trusley, 
1583, 22 Oct., 25 Eliz. — Inquisitio post Mortem, Richard Coke of 

the Manor of Trusley — 3s. lod. payable yearly. 
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ELIZABETH, dau. of ■■ 
Sir George Curzon of 
Crojtall, and relict of 
Thomas Leigh of Eggin- 
ton. Mamed June, 1592. 
('} Died a4ih August, 

Second wife. 



(') 



SIR FRANCIS COKE 
of Trusley, Knt., son and 
heir of Richard. Born 
nth November, 1561.0 
Died 16th August, 1639. 

.Elat. 78." 



FRANCES, dau. of Den- 
zell Holies, son and heir 
of Sir William HoUes 
(and sister to John, I..ord 
Houghton). (*) Married 
20th June, 1585. (')Dicd 
14th August, 1589. 
First wife. 



. William Coke. Bom 39th Mardi, 1594, his hut. See pi^ 18. 

, Gilbert Cuke. BomaSihSeplembci, 1596 ; CsptaiuinllieNetheTluuls, B«e 

. JoHSCoKE. Born 3nl Oclobet. 1597 ; died September, 1599. 

. FaAN CIS Coke. Bom 6lh Novcmlier, 159S; AichduconofSuSbrd. Seep. 17. 

. Elizabeth. Bom i ilh Noiecnber, 1599 ) married Percivil wnioughhy, M.D. 

She died Febiuary I5lh, 1666. 
I, Ann. Born February, i6oi ; muiied John Mondy of MarkeotOD. She died 

17th JUIUU7, 1645. 
I. Maky. Died joung. 



„ Elbanok. Bom 4lh AugtUit, 1587 ; died unmanied. 

', Susanna. Bom 36lh March, 15S9 ; married RoKCf Batea, D.D., Chaulain to 
Charles L 



Extradi from the Trusley Regiifer and Family Chronidt, 

I') "fTmiciiCoke the fyrst sone ofR'' Coke was borne on Saint Martyo day the byshope 

& conf beyng y* ij of November Anno tertio R. Etiubcth at betwixt idj & one 

in y* fore none." {1561.) (Fam. Chron.) 
(■) "My father S' Fra Coke Knight die J at Trusley uppon (ryday y« sjxleenlb dny of August 

Anno Dni 1639. Reg. Reg. Caro. IS & '6 iuterred in y* chancelt nl Tnislcy," 

(Fam. Chron.) 
CJ " Note that fftauncet Coke nuuried to Hraocei Holies daughter to Denzell Holies, Eugr 

on Weddensdpy being y* xx'^ of June in y" xxviij''' yeare of Queen Eliiabclh Ano Dni 

1586 at in Nottinghanuhirc:." (Fam. Chron.) 

(') " ffiands Coke wyff unto Ifrauncei Cote of Tmiley Daughter unto Deniell lloUyi esquire 

eldest sane to Sic William Ilollyt Knight ol Hangfort) died at Eibyc in Lincolnshire on 

Tlinrsday the xiiij"" of August 1589 4 inhere inlerted," [Fam. Chron.) 
[') " F was mairied agaytie al Egginton y= . . . . of June in y» yerc of y«Xxird God 1592, in 

y ycre ofy" raigne of Eliiabcth 34'> anj wee remayned al Egginion uotyl! ano R^n 

39»Dni 1597." (Fam. Chron.) 
(') "Elimbeth wyfe of Sir ffnunccs Coke of Trusley, Knight, after long *icknes« died 

at Tnuley y* 24'"' of August 4 it tliere interred Ann« dni 1G31." (Fam. Chion.} 
(') " WHIiam Coke first lonne of (fraunces Coke and Eliubcth hii wyfe was borne al 

Egginion on Good fryday being j* xxis'* of March Anno. 1594. Aono Regni Reg. 

Eliiabeth 360-" 
C) " Mary Cote daughler of £fr. Coke dieil youoge. 
(') " Gilben Coke bome al Egginion being y* lecoad sone of flhiiincei C<die and Elbabeth 

his wyfle, y» mivUj'ii of Septembei being Michalmas Eren one i[uaiter before li of 

y* clocke at night j« monne then beinge ivj'"" dayt old and poyntioEC nyne of f dock 

of y* Sonne dialL" 1596. 
("') "John Coke third sonne oJ flr and Elii. Uiroc at Trusley uppoo Monday beinge 

y* Ihird daye of October about iij ofy« clock iny»n(ler Doone Ano Elit 39*" (1597.) 
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(11) ''firaunces Coke fourth soime of fir. and Eliz borne atTrusley upon y yjt^ daye of 

November 1598." 
(It) it Elizabeth Coke second daughter was borne at Tmsley y« xj day of NoTember 1599.*' 
(*') *' Anne Coke youngest daughter borne at I'msley, Feb. 1600." 
(i«) <' 1 597— .John Cooke, fiL frandsci Coke, generost— baptiz. Oct. 3. Anno prsed." 

(Trusley Reg.) 
(1*) "1598 — Francis Coke, fiL fran^isci Coke generosi — ^bap^ Nov^ 8 Anno praed.*' 

(Trusley Reg.) 
(M) *' 1599— Elizabeth Coke, fil Francisci Coke generosi — bap* Noveb. 11 Anno praed." 

(Trusley Reg.) 
(") "1599— John Cooke, fil Francisci Coke buried Sep* 7. Anno praed." (Trusley Reg.) 
(18) << 1600— Anne Cooke, fil Francisci Coke et Eliz. uzorisejus iMptiz the first of March 

Anno praed." (Trusley Reg.) 
(») " Sir Francis Coke, Knight buried 27 day of August 1639. *• (Trusley Reg.) 

'f Sir Francis Coke was within a few days of being twenty-one when his 
father died, and he survived him fifty-seven years. ^ - 

This brilliant part of the history of the family affords a proof of the 
truth of the remark that large families usually do well. The eldest son, 
Francis, appears to have gone to Court and was knighted by King James, 
at Tutbury, in 1629. He married on 20th June, 1586, Frances, daughter 
of Denzell Holies, by Ellen, daughter of Baron Sheffield. The Holies 
family possessed considerable property in the county of Derby. Denzell 
Holies, one of King Charles's " five members," was grandson of the first 
named ; he was bom in 1597, eight years after the death of Frances Coke ; 
but Sir Francis lived to see him one of the popular opposers at the 
beginning of the King's quarrel with Parliament. She died 14th August, 
1589, at Erbye, in Lincolnshire, after being married only three years, and 
left two daughters, Eleanor and Susanna, the latter of whom became wife 
to Roger Bates, D.D., chaplain to Charles I. 

From the marriage of Frances Holies the Cokes derive their descent 
of Founder*s-kin to Archbishop Chichell, at All Souls' College, Oxford. 

Admitted Descent. 
John Verb, y Elizabeth Trussell. 

5th Earl of Oxford. Bom in 1496. 



Edmond Sheffield, Lord Sheffield. =?= Anne Vere. 
Ob. 2 Ed. VI. (1548). 



John, Lord Sheffield. Eleanor Sheffield =t= Denzell Holies, b. 1538 ; 

I d. 1590. 

John I^oUes, Earl of Clare. Frances ^ Sir Francis Coke, 1586. Jane = Thomas Sanderson, Earl of 

Y Scarboro*. 
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Sir Francis Coke married his second wife in June, 1592, at E^inton, 
which place had been the property of her first husband, Thomas Leigh, 
and had belonged to that family since the fourteenth century. They 
lived there for five years after marriage, as is stated in the Family 
Chronicle: "We rcmayned at Egginton untyll 1597." Their three elder 
children were bom there, but they removed to Tnisley before 3rd Oct., 
1597, when the fourth entered the world, and they appeared to have 
lived there the remainder of their lives. She died 24th August 1632, 
and he survived her nearly seven years. 

The entry in the Family Chronicle by Sir Francis Coke of the birth 
of his son Gilbert Coke on " Michalmas even one quarter before xj of 
y" clock at night y' moone then being xvj"™ days old and poyntinge 
nine of y* clock of y' sonne diall,'' is certainly most curious, 

Amongst the tributes to the memory of Sir Philip Sydney, in the 
Editor's Preface to Sir Philip Sidney's Countess of Pembroke's " Arcadia," 
are some Latin verses by Franciscus Cocus, It is very likely that they 
were written by Sir Francis Coke, for everybody at that time doated on 
the memory of Sir Philip Sidney. 

Sir Francis does not appear to have been in Parliament, or to have 
taken any part in the disturbances of those times ; he died, however, 
before things came to the last extremity. He was appointed deputy- 
lieutenant for the county of Derby, 29th March, 1626. The Commission 
is from the second Earl of Devonshire, and is amongst the Debdalc Papers- 
After the Civil War had broken out a Commission giving him increased 
powers was sent, dated 13th November, 14 Charles I. (1639). By this 
" Aay tWD or more Deputies ore to learj, galher and nil togelhci .... all degrees miwc 
and apt fur y* wures, to conduct and lead agaiiut all aod )>iagulM Rebclls Tmyton .... slay, 
kill and put to cieEutioa of death by all wayes and meniu by yor uid Eood discretion .... 
snd to doc eiccute and use a^ost y« laid Enemies, y* law, called y» Maitiall Ijiw. according 
lo y* Law Martiall .... and of such offenders apprelieuded. or lieing bruughl in tubjccllon to sive 
some whom you shall thinke good lo be uved, and to stny destroy and put lo eiecnlion of 
death such, and lo many of Ihcm as you shall ihioke meet by yot said gtx-A dlscieiiuu to be 
put lo death." 

Sir Francis was one of the Commissioners appointed to collect the 
subsidy granted to Queen Elizabeth. He was also one of the collectors 
to James I., to which he was appointed May 3rd, 1 James I. (1603). 

" The condition of this Recognisance MIt forth Ihar the above bounden ficancis Cooke his 
heits or Electors do tmly consent and pay lo the use of the Kbge's Mat'" his Ucits or suc- 
cessors in his Receipt of Elxchequet at or before the hut dsie of June noil nitning the daie of 
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the aboTe-written Recognizance, so much of the some of money alloted and appointed to his 
collection and charge within one monoth next after such tyme as he hath gathered and collected 
the same Residue That then this Recognizance to be paid or els' to stand in full strength 
and Virtue." 

This IS Signed by Francis Coke, and witnessed by John Wilaghby and 
J. R. Harpur. 

Sir Francis was also one of the three Commissioners (the other two 
being Sir Gilbert Kniveton and Sir Richard Harpur) appointed in the 
1st of King Charles I. for the collection of the subsidies in the hundred 
of Morleston and Litchurch. 

In the chancel of Trusley Church, within the communion rails, is a 
flat stone to his memory ; his arms being impaled with those of his second 
wife, with the following inscription, which at this day is hardly legible. His 
own shield contains : — i, Coke ; 2, Owen ; 3, Odingsells ; 4, Sacheverell ; 
S, Kirkby ; 6, Coke. His wife's arms are the same as the present Lord 
Scarsdale's, and she was of that family * 

" Franciscus Coke de Trusley Eques 
AuR : EX Elizas : Uxore 
Georgii Curzon de Croxall 
Arm : FiLiA 4 FiLios susceperat 

GUIL : GiLB : JOH : FraN : 

et 3 FiLiAS Mar : Eliz : ^T 
An : QUiE 68 Annos nata 
24 Aug Anno Dmi 1632 in 
Domino obdormivit et 

PROXIMA HUIC TeRR-« OBTEGITUR 

IS 16 Aug. An. ^Etat 78 

An. Dom. 1639 

Senis confectus Hoc in Tumulo requiescit. 

— Memento Mori. — " 

No mention on this stone is made of the children by his first wife. 
She was buried at Erbye, in Lincolnshire. Sir Francis Coke bought 

* Croxall was one of Uie Knight's fees held by Richard de Curcun in the reign of Heniy l.^ 
and continued to be the property and seat of this ancient family till the reign of Charles I., when 
Mary, only daughter and heiress of Sir Richard Curzon (niece to Elizabeth, wife of Sir Francis 
Coke), brought it to Sir Edward Sackyille, afterwards the fourth Earl of Dorset. The younger 
branch of the Cnrzons, which had settled at Kedleston, are now represented by Lord Scarsdale, 
the elder branch becoming extinct by the death of Henry Curzon of Croxall, in 1639. 
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from Sir Ralph Longfofd a moiety of the manor of Pinxton. The first 
mention of this property is in his marriage settlements, 20th July, 1586. 
Trusley, Kirkbye-in-Ashfield, and Brookhill House are also named. 



Captain Gilbert Coke's Line. 

(See page 13.) 

GILBERT COKE, 2nd son of Sir =» ELIZABETH, daughter of Thomas 

Francis Coke. Bom at Egginton, 38th Gilbert of Locko. 

September, 1596; a Captain in the 

Anny serving in the Netherlands. 

I 

I 

Charles Coke, died nnmarried, 24th May, 1720. Frances Coke, died =7: William MundayoT 

[672. Darley, died Sept, 

I 3'^ 



29th August, 
iEtot. 33. 



1682. 



The above pedigree is given in the Coke Vellum Roll. Some 
monumental inscriptions in Allestree Church are referred to: it is the 
burying place of the Mundys of Markeaton. This line extended no 
further than is above traced. There is a letter at Brookhill written by 
this Captain Gilbert Coke, dated Zutphen, in Holland, in the year 
1647, to ^Js tx«i*c«, Mrs. Coke of Trusley. He is supposed to have 
died at Zutphen. 



The Rev. Francis Coke's Line. 

(See page 13.) 

FRANCIS COKE, 4th son of Sir = MARGARET, daughter of 



Francis Coke. Bom at Trusley, 6th 
November, 1598; Rector of Yoxall, co. 
Stafford, and Archdeacon of Stafford. 

Died May, 1682; aged 84. 

Buried at Yoxall, 6th May, 1682. 




(♦) 






Evans, of. 

Wiltshire. Died 1694, September. Buried 

at Yoxall, September 5th, 1694. 



o 



1. Francis. Died young. [in 172a 

2. Richard Coke =: Mary, daughter of. /xjMf, Elizabeth Coke. Linng in London 

3. Charles. Died unmarried. 

4. William. Died unmarried ; bom 1650. 

5. Ann. Died young; bom 1645. 

6. Catherine. Died young ; born 1649. 

7. Mary. Married William Sauire, Parson of Rolleston, co. Stafiford. 

8. Elizabeth. Married Ralph Coton of Coton, co. Stafford. 

9. Dorothy. Bom i6«6 ; married, ist, Williamson; 2nd, Thomas Lister, of 

Little Chester ; 3rd, Thomas Man, of Donnington. 
10. Feamcis. Also died youog. 

D 
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This line is now extinct. Dorothy is the only lady of the Coke family 

who had three husbands. She seems, however, to have met with a man 

at last 

Extracts from Yoxall Eegister. 



** Baptums (^ 1645— Ann, dan. of ffirands k Maigmret Coke— bftp< July 5<^ 

»» M rO 1646— Dorothy, dan. of ffirands k Margaret Coke— bap^ Mar. 12*^ 

„ „ (') 1648— -ffirancis, son of flrancis k Margaret O^— bap< ^May 3''- 

„ „ (■) 1649— Catherine, dan. of firands k Margaret Coke, bapi July 29<^ 

„ „ <^) 1650— William, son of ffirancu k Margaret Coke, bap. Mar. 5*^ 1650. 

Burials (*) ffrands Coke Reetorof Yoxall, boried cnm affidavit May 6<k 1682. 

ft f> C) 1694— Mrs. Margaret Cook, widd. boried Sep< 5." 

No other entries. The Register commences 1645, entries are signed 
by Francis Coke till 1681. His hand was steady in 1680, at 82 j^ears of 
age. In 1681 it was much shaken. There are no monuments, tombs, 
or gravestones. 



DOROTHY, daughter = WILLIAM COKE of = MAUD, daughter and co- 
of Francis Saunders of Trusley, Esq., son and | heir of Henry Beresford, 
Shankton, co. Northamp- heir of Sir Francis. Bom - of Alsop - in - the - Dale, 
^n. Died 1 2th November, 29thMarch, 15940 Died 1 Married 12th November, 
1653.0 S.R Buried in 27th March, 1641. j i6i6.(») Died 4th March, 
Kirkby Church. Second MtaX. 47. Buried at ' i628.(*) iEtat. 37. Buried 
wife. Kirkby.C') in Kirkby Church. (") First 

wife. 



(•) 



(9U) 



I. Richard Coke. Born 7th December, 1617, his heir. See page 23. 



2. Francis Coke. Bom Febniaxy, 1620. Died young. 

3. Henry Coke. Died young. Buried at Kirkby, 8th July, 1627. 

4. Timothy Coke. Died unmarried at Trusley, 8th February, 1684 ; aged 59. 

5. Elizabeth. Bomaist January, 1619. Married Thomas Sherman, of London. 

6. Mary. Bom 6th February, 1620. Married John Fiuherbert of SomersalL 

7. Alice. Bom 24th March, 1621 ; married William Harpurof Bilson, 27th January, 1647 ; 
son of Sir Henry Harpur, Bart. 

(") 8. Isabel. Died young. Buried at Kirkby, i6th June, 1627. 

Extracts from Church Registers and Family Chronicle, 

{}) " 1594 — William Coke first sonue of flfrances Coke and Elizabeth his wyfe was borne 

at Egginton on Good fryday being y« xxjx^ of March Anno 1594— Anno Regni 

Reg. Elizabeth 360-" (Family Chron.) 
Q) "My father Will Coke Esqre died at Tmsley upon Saturday y« 27 of March Anno 

Dom 1 64 1 reg: reg: Curo: 17 and is buryed in y« chancellat Kirkby tc^ther with 

Maude his first wife." (Family Chron.) 
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(•] " ifiiC— William Coke Gnt sonne of fFn; C. and Blinbeth hU W7re nuurieJ at Abope 

in jr* dal« y* xij'' da? of November 1616 (o Maude one of ]r* daugbleia & hein a\ 

Henry Berciford Alio Regni Jncobi. 14"" 

(*) " 1628— Y* said Mande died at Kirkby uppon Weddensday y" fonrlh of March i6j8." 

(') " 1653 — Dorothy y* second wife of William Coke late of Tnlsley in y« county o[ 

Derby sister to S' Matlheff Saunders of Shanlilon in y^ County of Li-icester, died 

at Trowel] In y" County of Nofinghani y" ^^ day of November, 1653, and was 

baryed in y* dtancell at Kirkby in Ashfield in y* said County, with her said 

hitsbaiid y« 14'^ day ot y« same monolh." (Fam. Chron.) 

C) '■ Riclutrd Coke fil Williclmi Coke ct MathildEc oxoris eju» nai Ixiine on Sunday ibe 

seventh day of Decemt«r, between the hoan of > & 3 of the Clockc in the night 

and wu baptized the 16 day of the same month, Ailo Dom. 1617." (Traslty Reg.) 

C) "Elizabeth Coke lil Wilhelmi Coke et Mathild.-e uioiii Ejus was borne on Tliunday 

the one & twentieth of Jnmiary at Eleven a Cloeke in the night & waa I>ap- 

liied on Tuesday Ibe a6 of the same month Anno Dom. 1619." (Truiley R«£.) 

(*) " 16*0— Francis Coke son of William Coke & .... his wife Was born on Tuesday 

the Baptiied on 7 February." (Trusley Reg.) 

(•) "Mr. William Harpur & Mrs. Alice Coke married (he 27 day of Jan* 1647." 
Tnuley Reg.) 

The first name in the first Register of Kirkby Parish is— 
('"J " 1610 — Maria filia Gulielml Coke c^nerosi el Magdelenat Unoiis Ejus baptitata full 

fcbniarii die Sexto." (Kirkby Rq;.) 
{"} "An. prodict 1621. Alicia lilia CuUelmi Coke generon baptiiatn fult Martii 

vicesimo quarto." (Kirkby Reg.) 
I") '' Buriab— 1627— Isabell the Daughtor of Mr. Coke, Etqnire, was buried the xt'^ 

Jane." (Kirkby Reg.) 
(") '■Burials— 1627— Henry the »on of the a»id Mr. Coke waa bari«d th« 8 July." 

(Kirkb; Reg.) 
('*) " Memorandum y' my uncle Tymothy Coke y* youngest son of my grandfjihcf William 
Coke of Tnuley and Maude his Wife died y« Eight of februaiy 1684 k was butried 
on y* tenth of y« same month la y* chancel at Tnisley." (Kam. Chron.) 
(■>) "Mrs. Coke was buried the iG^ Mirch 1G28." (Kirkby Rf|;.) 
(") "William Cok« Etqre sepnlt Mattii tric^imo ptimo 1641." (Kirkby Reg.) 

This William Coke survived his father barely two years. He lived at 
Kirkby Hall during his father's life, but moved to Trusley when he inherited 
that estate. He married, when not twenty-three, Maud, daughter and 
co-heiress of Henry Beresford," of Alsop-in-thc-Dalc, co. Derby, and 



* The Beresfords were originally of Staffotilshiie. Thomas Beresford, a younger wn. 
monied the heiress of Hasull of Hauitl, and MttJod al Fenny Uentley in the reign of 
Henry VI, In the pailah church is an alabaster altar-tomU on whinh the hwly of the abore- 
mentioned Thomas Bercsfurd, and Agne* hia wil^ are teproented lied up iii shrouds, and 
shrouded representations of their sixiccn sons aod 6ve daoghlers are incised on the soulb iid« 
and east end. On the west end U an inscription, concluding : 
" As yov now are soe once were wee 
And » wee are soe shall yov bee.*' 
He died in 1471;, and must hive lived lo a great age, for it nppenn by a singuUr paitage in 
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lineal descendant of John de Beresford, lord of Beresford, in the co. of 
Stafford, in the reign of William Rufus, and whose ancestor's name 
appears in the train of William the Conqueror. The arms of this family 
are argent \ a bear, rampant, sable^ muzzled and collared, with a chain 
turned over his back, or. They are thus given in the Coke Pedigrees, 
but there is a silver seal, now at Debdale, which probably belonged to 
this William Coke, on which the Beresford arms are made like those 
of the Marquis of Waterford, who is of the same name, and said to be 
of the same family. The seal contains: i, Coke; 2, Owen; 3, Oding- 
sells; 4, Sacheverell; 5, Kirkby; 6, Beresford. There is a painted 
coat of arms in one of the chancel windows at Kirkby similar to the 
Beresford arms on this seal, and on a monument at Dovebridge the 
arms are shown in both ways. 

By this marriage with the Beresfords came small properties at Alsop- 
in-the-Dale and at Fenny Bentley, both near Ashbourne, where some of 
the Beresfords have till lately remained. The marriage settlements are 
dated 12th November, 1616 (14 James I.), the day of the marriage. The 
estates settled are Trusley and Pinxton ; Sir George Curzon of Croxhall 
and Henry Fitzherbert being the trustees. 

While William Coke and his first wife lived at Kirkby Hall they do 
not appear to have been on very good terms with their neighbours — the 
Fitzrandolfes of Langton Hall ; at least, there was a quarrel about the right 
to a pew in Kirkby Church. Mathew Dodsworth, Chancellor of York, went 
to Kirkby to hear the evidence, and by the decree following Mrs. Maud 
Coke was to be placed in the pew. 

" Tobie by the providence of God Lord Archbishop of York primate of England and 
Metropolitan. To the Minister and Churchwardens of the Parish of Kirkbie in Ashfield of our 
Diocese of York greeting. Whereas upon the humble Petition of William Coke of the said 
Parish Esqre. shewing that the ancestors under whom he daimeth for many years past have 
had the use of a seat or pew next adjoining to the Chancell on the South side of the said 
church ; which notwithstanding a parishoner there made claim thereunto, as of right belonging only 
to him for his Wife and Family. Whereupon we directing for our better Information a View 
to be taken of the said Stall by our Chancellor Mr. Mathew Dodsworth, He did find upon 
Examination by the testimony of divers persons very aged produced and brought before him 
at the said Church in the presence of the said James Fitzrandolfe that Mrs. Saint Sacheverell 



his epitaph that he distinguished himself at the battle of Agincourt (1415), where he had a 
command : — 

"Militia excellens, strenws Dvx, forti? et avdax^ 
Francia testatvr, cvria testis Agen." 



/ 



about threescore jetn niice did ut in tlie oid pew with Mrs. KiltnuidoUc, and utltt M017 
Skcbevenll wire to Mr. Richard Coke ai bdanging 10 Sachevercll Hall, and so continued 
during the time of Iheit dwelling there. Wherefore we have thought it very convenient to pvt 
good and due Respect in such Caiues of Aniiquiiy in regard whereof and for other respeeli We 
will and require you the Churchwuderu of Kirlibie aforesaid to take present order that Mn. 
Maode Coke the wife of the said William Coke be placed in the taid Stall in controvercy 
next adjoining to the Chancell of the said Church as aforesaid wherein if any oppoution 
or disturbance shall be offered, then we do likewise require you to Certify Ua in our Court 
of Chancery the names and surnames of the parties withstanding the same. 

"Given ai York under the seal of the Office of our Vicar General which we ate in this 
Behalf the a8"" day of Scplembci in the year of our Lord i6w." 

William Coke had eight children by Maude, his first wife; three 
of these — Francis, Henry, and Isabel — died before their mother, who after 
a married life of eleven years died 4th March, 1628, and was buried 
in Kirkby Church, on the south side of the chancel, just below the steps 
of the altar. The inscription is effaced on the slab placed over her grave, 
but there is a singular memorandum made at the beginning of the 
first register kept in the parish (the ^rs/ entry in which relates to 
"Maria, filia Guilielmi Coke," A.D. 1628) : it is a drawing on parchment, 
rudely stitched to the cover, of the monumental stones, with the 
inscriptions which were placed over William Coke and Maude his 
wife. That upon her thus runs: — 

"Here lielh interred the Body of Maud Coke, wife of William Coke nf Kerkby Hall, 
in the county of Nottiogham, Esq., daughter and co-heir of Heniy Bcresford, of Alsop in 
Le Dale, in the coonty of Derby, who lived religiously and died i6th March 162S, 
aged 31." 

There is an error in the date of her death on the stone ; she died 
on the 4th March, as appears by the entry in the Family Chronicle, 
and was buried on the i6th, which is here given as the date of her death. 

About fifty years ago one of these stones was taken up, the inscription 
being nearly effaced, and another inscription was cut on the other face 
of it to some stranger lately deceased. No proceedings were taken 
against the offender. 

At tlie foot of her grave lie the bodies of two of tlicir eight 
children : Isabell, who was buried l6Ui June, 1627, and Henry, Sth July, 
1627 ; but witliout any inscriptions. 

William Coke had no children by his second wife, Dorothy, daughter 
of Francis Saunders of Shankton. He appears to be the last of the 
family who made Ktrkby Hall a permanent residence. 

He bought on 2nd January, l63(>, of Francis Powc!! of Carnfield, 
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for jf66 13s. 4d., the Hill Close, eight acres, and a little close with it. He 
is described as of Trusley, though Sir Francis did not die till the August 
following. The feoffment is amongst the Deeds of Langton Hall. The 
Hill Close was described to be in the possession of one Edivard Coke. 

The Will of William Coke is amongst the Dcbdate Papers ; it is 
dated 20th May, 1640, and accounts for his being buried at Ki'rkby. thougli 
lie died at Trusley. He desires, — 

"And fur my body I will Ihal Ibe same bee buried in the Chuicdl at KirLbye not 
to tlic pkce where my first wife was buryed." 

His gravestone, already mentioned, had the following inscription: — 

" Here lieth the BoUy of William Coke, Es>]r. Son and Heir of Francis Coke, of Trusley 

in the County of Derby, Knight, who married Maud, eldest daughter of Hen. Beresford. 

of Alsop, k by whom be had issue' 4 sons and 4 daughters. He being of the age of 47 

years, March v). Anno Dom. 1641. Lived Godly and died comfortably." 

This stone has no mention of his second wife ; she died at Trowell, 
in Nottinghamshire, 12th November, 1653, twelve years after William 
Coke's death, and was also buried in the chancel at Kirkby. The twu 
inscriptions end with the same words, except that he only is stated to 
have "died comfortably." The stone-cutter, however, does not appear to 
liave had room for more words on her stone. 

Thoroton, writing of Kirkby in 1677, says that the churcli contains 
■'the monument of William Coke of Trusley in Derbyshire and his two 

wives, the first the daughter of AIsop-in-le-Dale ; the second the 

relict of Mr. Gilbert of Lockhagh;" evidently confusing him with his 
brother Gilbert, who married one of the Gilberts of Locko. 

William Coke was not called upon to pay the full tax of knighthood. 
At the Court at Whitehall, December Jth, 1638, a warrant was issued 
showing that 

" William Coke, Esq. one of Ms Majesty's Justices of Peace for the Connty of Nottingham, 
haWng by his undei-wriling of 35 L for composition for Knighthood (being the Rate appobted for 
Persons of Quality) made himself liable in the payment thereof, and is retarned as Debtor for the 
lame. Forasmuch as We are informed by the Commissioners imploied in that Service, thai he hatli 
done his Majesty very good service upon several occasiaas, We therefore think it fit that the saiil 
sum of IS L be reduced to 5 L, --And do accordingly will aiid retjuire you, that the said M' Coke, 
having paid the sum of 5 L be discharged of the overplus of the said fine telamed upon him insuper 
upon Ihe account of Sir Jervis Clifton, Knight and Baronet, Collector of the said Monies for the 
Fines of Knigbthoad in the said comity of Nottingham. And for so doing this shall be your 
Warrant. " 

There was it seems an old statute, long out of use, tliough not out 
of force, which enjoined all subjects who had some special privilege to 
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appear at the coronation of every King, to bear arms ; that is, to present 
themselves before the Lord High Chamberlain, who was to deliver to 
each a Belt and Sur-coat out of the King's wardrobe ; and if upon four 
days' attendance they were not employed they might depart to their 
homes. But they who were guilty of default and made no appearance 
were to submit to fine. This was now the case of almost the whole king- 
dom, and the Sheriffs were ordered to return the names of all persons 
liable to fine. By this means one hundred thousand pounds were brought 
into the Exchequer. 



RICHARD COKE of Trasley, = CATHERINE, daughter of Robert 
Esquiie, SOD and heir of William. Born CharltonofWhiuon.co. Salop. Married 
jth December, 1617. {') Died lath I i6lh December, 1644.0 Died 29th 
March, i664.(' ') /ElaL 47. March, i668.(' ') 

(>) I. Robert Coke. Bom 171b November, 1646 ; his heir. Se« page 43. 

(" ") 3. W1LI.IJVM Coke. Bomiolh September, i6ji, thtrnElcT-At-law, Ac See page W. 

■" "*■ ". Fkancis Coki. Bomiith November, 165a, Died young.Fcbnuuy itjth, 1654. 

. ThomasCoke. Bom26lhSepiember, i(J5S,KeCIOTofTnisl^,&c. Secpaeejl. 

.JounCoke. BomZfthAaguu, i656,H.U. Twice matried. Eiuabclb, lecoiul 

wire, HBi daughter and co-heit of Co!, R. Fowler of Haiiuge. Died iStb 

November, 1710| aod wia Imiied bi All ^ainti. 

. GiLBSET Cuke. Bom igth Scptcmbei, 1658. Die<Iat Rrpion, Oetolwr z^itx, 

1669. '■■ - - 

'4E. Bi 

■662. 
1. Susanna. Bom ijlh April, J64S; married Eilwwd Wilmol of SpondoD, 

bajriEter-at-law, May 30th, 1667. 
I, Ehma. Bom 19th March, 1649 j died unmarried 1709. .YXaK- 60. 
:. Eli£A£ETU. Bom lylh May, 1650; nuuiied Rev. Jobn Vr'ud, Rector of 

Hicklcover, co. ttrby, 
I. CATiiCKiNtt. Bora list January, 1654; died tuunarried 33rd April, 1674. 

.€taL 31. Buried al Trusley. 
|. ISABEU Bom toih Aogiut, 1657 ; died DDinanied 1734. lle> will was piuveil 

by EilwacO Wilmol, 6lh November, 1734. 
r FbancEIi. Horn 30lh Octubtf, 1663. Died nn infant, 
i. Matilda. Born 4th »epteml>er, 1663 ; married Thanins Bull. 



(') 



ExtraeU from Church Megiilers and Family Chrenide. 
" RIchsnl Coke fil WUhclnii Coke ct Malhildic nxons cjui vu tuime on Suodiy Ibe icvenlh 



day of December, between Ihe houra of 1 ft 3 of tbe clocke in the oiijht and 1 
tiled the 16 day of the uiiie month. Anno Dam. 1617." (Ttusley Keg.J 
(') " Richard Ca'kt lir^l son of William and Maud hii wife married Katherine y* duighler of 
Robert Charlton of Whilion In y" County of Salop on S" Slephene day being y« 36 of 
December An 1644 and teg. C-ro, Keg. M. al Whit ion atorcwld." (Family Chron.) 
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(3) " My father Bicbard Coke of Tnisley in y« County Derby, Esq. died at Trusley y« 12*^ 

day March being Sunday Anno Dom : 1664 being y« seventeenth yeare of y« raigne 

of Charles y« Second, King of England, and is buryed in y« ChanceU at Trusley in 

y« aforesaid county." (Family Chron.) 
(^) *' Richard Coke Esqre buried March 13, 1664." (Trusley Reg.) 
(') '<My Mother M»- Katherine Coke daughter of Ro^m^ Charlton, Esqre of Whitton in 

y« county of Salop died j* twentieth ninth of March being Sunday Anno Dom : 1668, 

being y« twentieth yeare of y« raigne of King Charles y« second, and was buried by 

her husband Rich : Coke Esqre at Trusley." (Family Chron.) 
(«) " Katherine Coke generosa. sepult Mar. 31. 166S." (Trusley Reg.) 
C) ** October 25. 1645— being Thursday about five of y« clock in y« morning Anne Coke was 

borne at Whitton & baptized at y« chappell \here on y« 30 day of y« same." (Family 

Chron.) 
C) " November 17. 1646. being Thursday about one of y* clock in y« morning Robert Coke 

was borne at Whitton and baptized there on y« 27 day of y« same month." (Family 

Chron.) 
(*) '* Aprill 13. 1648. being Thursday betwixt nine & ten of y« dock in y« morning Susanna 

Coke was borne at Whitton and baptized there y« same day." (Family Chron.) 
i}^) " March y^ 29. 1649 being Thursday about nine of y« dock in y rooming Emma Coke 

was borne at Crozall and baptized there y« second of ApriL" (Family Chron.) 
Q^) "William the sonne of Richard Coke & Kath. his wife bap<l ^ Oct. 1651." (Trusley 

(^') " Frands the sonne of Richard Coke Esqre & Katherine his wife borne & baptized the 

ii»>>Nov. A.D. 1652." (Trusley R^.) 
(*^) *' Katherine, daughter of Richard Coke Esqr & Katherine hia wife baptized 3 Feb. 

1653." CTrusley Reg.) 
i^*) Thomas, son of Richard Coke Esquire & Katherine his wife borne " 

(Trusley Reg.) 
(*') "John Cooke, son of Richard Cooke Esqre & Katherine his wife borne f Sep' baptized 

11*1656." (Trusley Reg.) 
C*) " Gilbert the sonne of Richard Cooke Esqre Sc Katherine his wife was borne Sep' i8tb 

and bapt. iQth 1658." (Trusley R^.) 
"An Infant of Rich<L Coke Esqre & Katherine his wife buried about Oct. 29. 1661." 

(Trusley Reg.) 
(") " Frances the dau. of Rich Coke Esqre & Katherine his wife bom Oct. 20. baptized 

Nov. ytfc 1662. buried Sept. 28, 1663." (Trasley Reg.) 
(»8) "Richard the sonne of Rich Coke Esqre & Katherine his Wife baptized Febf 16. 1664." 

(Trusley Reg.) 
(») " Mr. GQbert Coke buried October i^ 1669." (Trusley l^eg.) 
(«>) " MatUda y daughter of Richard Coke & Katherine his Wife bapt. Sept. y« 9^ 1663." 

(Trusley Reg.) 
('>) " Elizabeth the daughter of Richard Coke Esqre & Katherine his Wife baptized the 

28 May 1650." (Trusley Reg.) 
('*) " Isabell the daughter of Richard Coke Esqre & Katherine his Wife home Aug^ 18 

& bapt Aug* 26, 1657." (Trusley Reg.) 
(") "Mr. Paul Ballyngdon & Mrs. Anne Coke the daughter of Mr. Richard Coke Esquire 

& Katherine his wife were married November 19* 1662." (Trusley Reg.) 
('*) "May 17. 1650. being Friday about eleven of y« clock in y« forenoone Elizabeth Coke 

was borne at Trusley and baptized there y« 28'*> day of y« same month." (Family Chron.) 
(»*) "September 20. 1651. being Saturday about 5 of y« Clock in morning William 
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Coke was borne at Tnudey and baptized there y« 9^ day of October following." 

(Family Chron.) 
(^) *' November 11^ 1652. Francis Coke was borne at Trusley about seavon of y« clock in 

y« morning being Thursday, and being then very weake was baptized in y« chamber 

y« same day. hee died y« 19 of February 1654." (Family Chron.) 
(*7) "January 21. 1654. being Saturday about halfe an hour after five o'clock at night 

Katharine Coke was borne at Trus]ey*and baptized in y« great Parlour there y« 3<^ day 

of February following." (Family Chron. ) 
(^) " Memorandum, that my sister Katherine Coke daughter of Richard Coke Esquire & 

Katherine his Wife died at Trusley y« 23^ of April 1674, & is buryed in y« chancell 

at Trusley." (Family Chron. ) 
(^) '' September 26. 1655 — ^being Wednesday about three quarters of an hour past two in 

y« after noone Thomas Coke was borne and baptized at y* Church there y« i6<^ of 

October following." (Family Chron.) 
(*^) "August 24.' 1656. being Sunday about halfe an hour after 3 o'clock in y« afternoone 

John Coke was borne at Trusley and baptized at y« church y« 11^^ of September 

following." (Family Chron. ) 
('!) "August 10^ 1657. being Monday about nine of y« clock in y« forenoon Isabell Coke 

was borne at Trusley and baptized y« 21^ of y« same in y« church there." 

(Family Chron.) 
(") " September 19, 1658. being Sunday betwixt : 12 : & i : a clock in y« morning Gilbert 

Coke was borne and baptized y« after noone of y« same day in y« little parlour at 

Trusley." (Family Chron.) 
(>>) " Memorand : My Brother GUbert Coke died at Repton y« 2^^ of October 1669 k, was 

buryed in y* chancell at Trusley." (Family Chron.) 
(^) " October : 20: 1662 : being Munday about four in y« after noon Fran'ces Coke was borne 

& baptized at Trusley in y« church y« 7**» : day : of November," 

" She died at nurse." (Family Chron.) 
(**) " September y« 4* 1663, being Friday betwixt eleven k twelve aclock in y« fore noone 

Matilda Coke' was borne at Trusley & baptized at y« Church there y« %^ day of 

y« same monoth." (Family Chron.) 
(^ •< November : 9 : 1664— being Thursday Richard Coke was borne at Trusley about 

4 aclock in y« morning and baptized at y« church there y* sixteenth day of y« same 

monoth." (Family Chron.) 
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Richard Coke of Trusley. 

Richard Coke was twenty-three when his father died. He married on 
26th December, 1644, when twenty-seven, Catherine, the third daughter of 
Robert Charlton, Esq., of Whitton in Shropshire, who suffered severely for 
his adlierence to the loyal cause. The family of Charlton is of very 
ancient extraction. They had a roya! charter in the 7th of Edward 11. 
confirmatorj- of all their lands and castles in North Wales, South Wales, 
and Powys ; in the same year {26th July, 1313) John Charlton was 
summoned to Parliament as Baron Charlton. On the death of the fourth 
baron the title fell into abeyance. Sir Job Charlton, who was Speaker of 
the House of Commons, and made a baronet in the second of James FL, 
was brother to Catherine, the wife of Richard Coke, The family is now 
extinct. Whitton and Ludford, co. Hereford, passed to the Lechmeres in 
1784, on the death of Sir Francis Charlton. Nicholas Lechmere then 
assumed the additional surname of Charlton. Heigham Coke, as will be 
noticed further on, married one of these Lechmeres. 

Richard Coke did not return to Trusley after his marriage, but lived at 
Whitton, the residence of the Charltons, where his three elder children 
were born j the fourtli was born at Croxhall, the seat of the Curzons. 
Trusley at this time does not seem to have been a place where he could 
safely take his bride. Sir John Cell had seized Derby for the Parlia- 
mentary party, and although the nobility and gentry of the county were 
mostly Royalists, the vigilance and activity of Sir John and the soldiers he 
had raised prevented the town from falling into their hands. His troops 
made frequent raids on Trusley, the Royalists being in possession of 
Tutbury, five miles distant. Capt. Swetnam seems to have been partial 
to the place, and paid It two vi.sits, one of which he remained two nights 
with his troop. There is a most Interesting old parchment-covered memo- 
randum book at Debdale, in which Richard Coke has entered an account 
of these raids, and the amount of his losses, which he tried to recover 
from the Parliament, May 5th, 1646: — 



Jmp^ tcnl upon Ihe publique [kith and paki to M' Hsltovres.., 

II. seat to Derby 60 loailea of Hay 

It. loloidesotpeas and obIs ... 

It. one grey bloned hoite and i filly taken by Cap' WaUon's men ... 

It one black nagg uken by Cap' Whyle's souldicts 

It. 3 grey mares taken by Cip< Ileyc's iunldicrs ... 

Xt, oae bay ttoned nogg ind one boy geldbg lakcn by Capi Derby's aouldie 
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It. one itoned nagg taken b; Cftp* Smbuau touldicn ^1 ° ^ 

It. 7 laades of Hajr taken to Biuton ... 3 lo o 

It. 10 men of Cap! Swetmenhams traup 3 nights beudcf other qtuirtcring I \ a 

which cannot now be lemembered > 

ll. the pfili and rente of the land at Alsop belonging to Sir Tho. Milnratd I go o o 

and Mr. Coke lor two jeus, the moily to Mr. Coke >i)iounlin{; lo ) 

The total is £z<yi 5s. id. There is no evidence as to whether the 
Parliament ever paid this little bill. 

Captain White and Captain Swetnam were two of Sir John Cell's 
principal officers. Mr. Hallowes, who received the ^2, was one of the 
Parliamentary committee, Colonel Thomas Gell (brother of Sir John) 
being the other of the district. 

Mr. Eaton was at this time agent for Richard Coke, and managed 
the Trusley property in his absence, though it appears that he made 
visits occasionally. His account book has also entries for "maimed 
souldiers," " Constable for disbanding the souldiers," " more to the foot 
souldier," &c. He moved to Trusley when affairs had quieted, and 
his fifth and ten following children were born there. 

Richard Coke was one of the eight persons in Derbyshire " fit 
and qualified to be made Knights of the Royal Oak in 1660." In 
the list is shown the value of the respective estates of those deemed 
worthy of having such a mark of distinction conferred upon them. 
Trusley in this was rated at £2/xx>. 

JAsi of Penons (in Dtrliyshire) who wen fil and qualified Is be made KnigAtt of 
the Royal Oak, with the value of their Estates. Anno 1660: — 



WiUiam Fiulierbcrt, Esqre ... £\o 
— Horton of Elton, Es(|(e ... 30 

Charlei Agard, Eiqre io< 

NaOwniel B«i«. Eiqrc (n. 



Richard Coke, of Tnule j Esqre ,£2000 1 

Simon Degge, Eujre .. .. 600 1 

— Ferrers, of Walton, Ksqre. 1000 1 

Colonel William Batloclie,Es(|te. 1000 1 



The Knights were to wear a silver medal, with a device of the 
king in the oak, pendent to a ribbon about their necks. 

This honorary reward, to be bestowed upon the loyal and firm 
adherents of Royalty in its darkest days, was never carried into effect ; 
the advisers of Charles II. considering that such a step would only 
have a tendency to keep alive those dissensions and party feuds which 
were best consigned to oblivion. 

Livery of Seisin is indorsed to have been made to Richard Coke, 
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son and heir of William deceased, on 8th July, 1641. John Mundy is 
one of the witnesses — probably he who married Ann, fourth daughter 
of Sir Francis Coke. 

He bought, on 28th August, 1658, of Henry Spurr of Pinxton, for 
;fi'3S, the Broad Meadow, called 2 acres, and the May Pole, called 
I acre and i rood : these adjoined the Kirkby Hall farm. The May- 
pole was in a great measure destroyed in making a brick-yard ; it is 
now covered with water, and forms the lower pond at Brookhill. 

The Will of Richard Coke is amongst the papers at Debdale Hall. 
On the back of it is written by Robert Coke, 

" The Will of Richaid Coke, 18* February 1664. 

" My f&ther Cokes Will which I had out of hb Study at Trusley above 30 years after his Death 
in y« presence of my bro^ Thomas, cousin Paul Ballidon, sister £m, cousin W*n Coke, March 
y« 16, 1694 being Saturday morning early.*.' 

Deeds of Richard Coke^ at Debdale HcUL 

" 1647, !•' May 23. Charles I. Rich<> Coke & others. Bargain & sale of Trusley in order 

to make a settlement.*' 
" 1647, 24«J» May 23 Charles I. Settlement of Trusley, Dalbury, & *Burnaston." 
« 1649, 4«»» Feby Richard Coke to Rob. Charlton. Deed of Trust for payment of Debte." 

He died 12th March, 1664, aged 47, at Trusley, and is buried in 
the chancel there. His wife survived him four years. He had the 
large family of fifteen children, twelve of whom appear to have lived. 
The youngest, Richard, was posthumous — eight months after his father's 
death. 

It may be interesting to note a few prices of this time, taken from 
Richard Coke's account book: — A quarter of lamb, is. iid. ; a loin of 
beef, 3s. 6d. ; a quarter of mutton, 3s. ; a strike of malt, 3s. gd. ; a 
bridle, IS. 2d. ; a saddle, 7s. 6d. ; an ell of hoUand, 9s. 6d. ; a dozen 
of pigeons, 2s. 8d. Farm labourers received 6d. a day. 
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By the marriage of Richard Coke witli Catherine Charlton the Cokes 
trace Royal descent from Edward I. See Burke's " Royal Families,** 
Pedigree CXXIV. 



Eleanor, dao. of Ferdinand =^ EDWARD I., =f Margaret, dan. of Philip, 
III., Khig of Castile. King of England. I King of France. 

Edward II., King of =p Isabella, of 
England. 



J 



France. 



Edward III., King of England, Sir Thomas Holland, 
foonderofthe Most Noble Order EarlofKent, K.G. 
of the Garter. 



Mupa«t, sister and heir ^ Edmund, of Woodstock, 
of 'Aomas, Lord Wake. Earl of Kent. 



John of Gaunt, Duke of = 
Lancaster, King of Cas- 
ttUe. 



' Joan, the FairMaid « 
of Kent, dau. and 
heiress of EdniHd, 
Earl of Kent 



= Edward the Black 
Prince, last has- 
Jsand. 



' Catherine, dau . Thomas Holland , = 
of Sir Payn 2nd Earl of Kent ; 
Roet;d. 1403. d. 1360. 



' Lady Alice Fitzalan, Ricnard L , 
dau. of Richard, Earl King of 
of ArundeL 



ing 
nela 



Joan, dau. of John of Gaunt, < 
Duke of Lancaster ; d. 1440. 



» Ralph Neville, Lady Eleanor Holland. 
Earl of West- 
moreland. Mar- 
shal of Eng- 
land* 



England. 



: Thomas Montacate, Earl 
of Salisbury. 



Richard Neville, Earl of Salisbury, &c. =p Alice, daughter smd heir of Thomas Montacute, Earl of 
Beheaded at Wakefield, 146a 



T Alice, dau 
Salisbury. 



Lady Alice Neville, dau. of Richard Neville, and sister of the =f Henry, Lord Fitz-Hugh ; d. 1472. 
renowned Earl of Warwick. 

Sir William Parr, ICnt. =p Elizabeth, dau. and co-heir. =f= Nicholas, Lord Vaux, 2nd husband. 



T 



Sir Thomas Parr. 

T 



. J 

I • 

Hon. Catherine Vaux. =y Sir John Throckmorton, Knt. 



Anne Parr ; 
m. Earl of 
Pembroke. 



Catherine Parr ; 
wife of Henry 
VIII. 



Clement Throckmorton. =t= Catherine, dau. of Sir Edward 

Neville, Knt, 2nd son of Lord 
Abergavenny. 



Catherine, dan. of Clement Throckmorton, Esq. ^Thomas Harl^, Esq., 

' Adston. 



r" 



Jof 



Emma, eldest dau. of Thos. Harby, Esq., and sister of =^ Robert Charlton, Esq., of Whitton, co. 
Sir John Harby, Bart. 



Salop. 



Catherine, dau. of Robert Chadton, and sister of Sir Job Charlton, ^ Richard Coke, Esq., of Trusley, 
Speaker of the House of Commons. I co. Derby ; d. 1664. 

r- . I ■ — -' 

Robert Coke, ^sq., of Trusley. 



\ 



See Coke Pedigrees. 
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William Coke's Line (Barrister and Groom of Qoset to Charles II.) 

ANNA, eldest = WILLIAM COKE, 2nd = MARTHA, = JANE, dau. of 

Thomas White, 
Citizen & Dyer, 
London. She 
re-married one 
Wroth. Third 
wife. 



daiL of Thomas son of Richard Coke. dau. of Thomas 

Argall ofBaddow, Bom September 20th, Witherden, of 

CO. Essex, Esq. 1651; barrister - at - law, St. Giles-in-the- 

First wife. Purveyor of Wheat, and Fields. Second 

Groom of the Closet to wife. 

Charles II. 



Thomas Coke, of London, £8q.,s= Sarah. 
only son ; was living in Vjyj» 

m 

This line is carried no further in the Pedigrees, and it appears to 
have become extinct. This William Coke is the last of the family who 
were about Court, or obtained anything under the Government at 
home. He seems to have adopted the spirit of the times in which he 
lived with regard to wives : the last was probably a money match. 

By deed dated 14th February, 10 Geo. II. (1736), Thomas Coke, of 
St. Martin's-le- Fields, son and heir of William Coke, late of Lincoln's Inn, 
barrister-at-law, 'deceased, and Sarah the wife of said Thomas Coke, 
convey land in Sheen to Thomas Coke, of Lincoln's Inn aforesaid, Esquire 
(his cousin), son and heir of Thomas Coke, late of Allestry, in the county 
of Derby, clerk, deceased. Consideration ;fi'200. Fine of same lands. 
The above Thomas Coke, of St Martin's-le-Fields, is afterwards (in another 
deed, to declare the uses of a fine) described as of St. James*, Westminster. 
These deeds were among those belonging to Daniel Parker Coke. 

Emma Coke (the sister of the above William Coke), by her will, 
dated 29th October, 1709, left her estate at Sheen in the co. of Stafford 
to her nephew Thomas Coke, son of her late brother Thomas Coke, for 
the term of ten years, after that to her nephew Thomas Coke (the above), 
son of her late -brother William Coke. She died in 1709, so that in 1719 
the estate at Sheen was handed over to the above Thomas Coke, who sold 
it in 1736. This. will is amongst the Debdale Papers. 
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Rev. Thomas Coke's Line. 

THOMAS COKE, B.D., 4th son of Richard Coke, 
Rector of Trusley and Pinxton. Bora September 36ih, 
1655. Died at Allestree, 26th May, 1699. JfAsX. 44. 



I 



SARAH, daughter and 
heir of William Willetl, 
of Derby. Married ist 
September, 1698. 

Thomas Coke, of Derby, bamster-iI.taH. Bom ^ Matilda, dui. ft hdr 
30(b July, 1699 (after the dcnth of hii fhlhtr). of Thcimts Goodwin, of 
Muncdand March, 1736, at AllSsinti. Dciby. Derby, Esq., baitisler- 
Buried at All Saints, Derby, aist Novembn', ' at-Uv. Bont !n All 
1776. yHtnt. 77, I Sainls'parish.iSlhJan.. 

I 1706. Buried there, 7th 
I August, 1777. itlat,7l. 
2 3 _4 

I 



.1 



D an isL Parker Coke. Emma Matilda. Dobothv, 

Born 171I1 Jan., 1745. Bom 8th Oct., 1737. Bom 330! Aug., 1740. Bora 5th Feb., 1747. 

Ofthe College, Derby. Married Ll. -Colonel Married ThoniBS Hal- Married Heniy Ilatielt, 

M.P, for Notlin^hini Thoinhill HeathcoL rell, of Newcaslle- of Sloneytield, near 

for 35 yearn, bamsler- Buried at All Saints under-Lyne. Buried at Newcastle. Buried at 

aMaw. Died unmarried izth Dec., iSii, S.P. Newcastle, 19111 Nov., Great Malvern, Sth 

6th Dec. 1825. Buried AVlI.. 84. 1828, S.P. ^lal, 88. Dec, i8a8, S.P. ^Ut. 

at All Saints, 14th Dec St . 
iEut- 80- 

This line thus became extinct in the third generation. 

There is a monument in All Saints' Church, Derby, to Thomas 
Coke and Matilda, his wife, on a pillar in the chancel, with following 
inscription : — 

" In a Vault near ihii Pillar are deposited the remains of Thomas Coke, Esq., & Matilda hit 
wife. He departed this life on the ijth of Novcmbei, 1776, ^ed 76. She on [he isl of Auenst, 
1777, iced 71. They lived together Man and Wife more than 40 yean (In times not abounding 
with inch Instances) In perfect hnmiony 4 afTection, and in the Evening of their Days When this 
world could ailord nothing to them but what is inseperably the lot of Humanity In so advanced a 
period. Infirmities, they followed each other to a better A: more perfect state: Where they will 
receive the reward of their Virtue). They have left one Son & three Daughters. Out of Filial 
Gratitude & from a sincere Respect, This Monument was erected to their Memory by their only 
son Daniel Parker Coke." 

This Thomas Coke was bom after the death of his father, and his 
mother also died when he was young. In 1716, when he was seventeen 
years of age, he appointed his aunt, Isabell Coke, to be his guardian. 
"And whereas the said Isabell Coke out of kindness to me hath 
for some years past undertaken the management of me and my 
affairs .... I do ratify and confirm whatever she hath acted in the 
business." Isabell Coke seems to have been fond of this service, as 
In 1730 she was appointed by D'Ewcs Coke and Edward Wilmot to 
take charge of her nephew William Ballidon. (Both these deeds are 
amongst the Dobdale Papers.) His will, dated 291}! December 
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"according to the new stile," 1752, is at Debdale. He left his property 
to his son Daniel Parker Coke, after the death of his wife, and j^i,000 
to each of his daughters ; " and in case they or any of them or all 
marry, then I will that he pay the sister or sisters marrying ^lOO 
more for Wedding Cloathes." He died, aged Jjy and was buried at 
All Saints, Derby, 21st November, 1776. In 1768 he was one of 
the Trustees appointed by Act of Parliament for the sale of part 
of the Nun's Green, Derby, and for applying the money for the 
improvement of the remainder of the said Green. * 

Daniel Parker Coke, 

The only son of Thomas Coke, was bom July 17th, 1745, and was 
educated under the Reverend Thomas Manlove, whom he afterwards 
presented with the living of St. Alkmund, in Derby. In the year 1762 
he was admitted of All Souls' College, Oxford, and during his residence 
there attended the lectures of Doctors Blackstone and Beever, whose 
discourses (as then delivered) he committed to writing in several quarto 
volumes ; Dr. Beever's lectures being valuable, the introductory one 
only having been published. Mr. Coke was afterwards called to the 
Bar, and for many years attended the Midland Circuit. In 1775 he 
stood a contested election for his native town, Derby, against John 
Gisbome, Esq., Mr. Gisbome being elected by a majority of fourteen 
votes ; but in consequence of a petition to the House of Commons, 
February 8th, 1776, Mr. Coke was by the Committee declared to have 
been duly elected. The proceedings of this Committee were published 
in a book entitled, " The Proceedings of the Committee appointed to 
Try the Merits of the Derby Election, which began on First of February, 
1776, and ended on the Eighth of the same month, when Daniel 
Parker Coke, Esq., the Petitioner, was declared duly elected. 

*' ' Corraption in this Land shall lose* his sway, 
Meeting the check of such another day ; 
And since this Business so far fair is done, 
Let us not leave, till all our own be won.' — Shakespeare, 

"Printed for J. Sanders, bookseller, in Derby: &c., &c. 1776." 

In this election D. P. Coke had the influence of the Devonshire 
family against him, as appears by letter from F. Cavendish, January 

15th, 1775. 
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During the administration of Lord North, D. P. Coke took an 
active part in the House of Commons. In 1780 he was returned for 
the town of Nottingham, jointly with Robert Smith, Esq., afterwards 
Lord Carrington. At the close of the American War, he was appointed 
one of the Commissioners for settling the American claims. In a 
letter of October 1st, 1782, Mr. Rose, writing from Westminster, says : — 

"I am eMlrEtaelf happy lo understand (rom Mr. \^^1Inot Ihnt yon bsve undertaksn with 
him tbe charge of invesligating the dilutions & dums of the several Americui sufferer^ 
becuse 1 am sure geoemi sadsfiiction must be the coosequencc of the Businesi tidDg in 



This Committee was named by Lord Shelbume 4th September, 
1782. In 1785 he resigned this post, thus: — 

" American OfGce, 
■'To The Right Honble. "Lincoln's Inn Fields, 

"William Pilt, &c., &c.. ftc "Jane 34th, 178$. 

"S[R4 — The Act of Farlt. onto which I have had the honor to act as a Commissioner 
for the last two years being nearly at on end, and licing perfeclly coiiviacul in my own mind 
Ibnt this enquiry will subsist in some shape for many Tears, I feel myself obliged to tay I am unable 
to attend the fulher prcHCCudon of the business without material injury to my tlealtli. 

Permit me, Sir, to lake this opportunity of returning my thanks to you, as an 

Individoal, for the confidence which you have expressed in the Proceeding) of the Board, und 
for your Intention of continuing as under the New Act, an Honor which I feel it impossible for 
me to accept for the reawns which 1 have mentioned." 
Pitt answered thus : — 

"Downing St., June aglh, 178J. 
" Sir, — I am tarry to have been prevented from acknowledging more immediately the favor 
of your letter of the I4lh inst., and thanking you for the attention of the commui;ication 
I learn with great Regret that the stale of your Health will deprive the 



Public of the Benefit of your funhci 
long and 10 meritoriously engaged. 



1 a subject on which you have lieea s 



'' Your mtttt obedient and most bumble Servant, 

"(Signed) W. Pitt. 

IS year he was presented with the Freedom of 
The illuminated record on vellum is now at 



" Danl. Parker Coke, E.«i,' 

During the previo 
the City of Glasgow. 
Brookhill Halt :— 

"At Glo^ow, the twenty-third da; of September, one thousand seven hundred and eighty' 
four years. In presence of the Right Honorable Patrick Colijuhoun, Esquire. Lord Provost ; 
Robert Findlay, Joseph Scott, and Robert Smith, Esquires, Bailliei and Mogiitratcs ; James 
McfSregor, Esquire, Dean of Guild ; Robert Mann. Esquire, Deacon Convener ; and other 
Members of the Common Onmcil of the said City, in Council Assembler], 

" Daniel Parker Coke, Esjuire, Member of Parliament for the Town of Nottingham, is 
1)^ an Urunimous Vote admitted a freeman Ciliicn of Glaigow, with power to him to enjoy 
the whole libertiei, priiil^es, and iminaniiies belonging to an Honoraiy Burgess and Gild 
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Broihcr of the said Cky, now granted to him in the most ample form, In Testimony of the 
just sense this Community entertain of his eminent public services as a Member of Parlian^ent, 
and of his peculiar attention to the Manufactures of the Country. — ^Extracted from the 
Records by " (Signed) John Wilsok." 

There was a severe contest for the representation of Nottingham In 
1803, when the polling lasted from May 30th to June 6th, both days inclu- 
sive, Daniel Parker Coke being opposed by Joseph Birch : the former polled 
i>3S9 votes to the latter's 1,165. A Radical supporter of Birch's published 
a List of the Burgesses and Freeholders who polled, from the Preface to 
which the following is extracted ; it gives some idea of the magnitude 
of elections in those days when there were seven days' polling. Mr. 
Coke spent a large fortune on his many contests. 

" M^« Daniel Parker Coke, who has represented the Town of Nottingham for above 20 years " 
— .... " opposed to this Monarch loving gentleman was Mr. Joseph Birch.'* 

" .... M^ Coke's friends next began their canvas:^ in that gentleman's absence, and if wealth 
afibrd the ottly claim to respectability, they unquestionably bore the bell : Bankers, Parsons, 
Lawyers, Soldiers, some who had seen much service, and others, who had seen none : Dukes> 
Lords, Ladies, all conspiring together to maintain that imposing attitude which should render 
resistance to their mandates the apparent act of insanity or desperation. 

'* Towards the dose of their canvass, the friends of Mr. Coke, anxious to display their 
numbers as well as respectabilUy, had bolstered up the shew by dressing every adherent, even to 
their footmen, in blue ribbons : — 

" On the day of Mr. Coke's entry, there was indeed a grand display of his • real electors ' ; it 
has been stated in the Nottingham Journal, not less than 1,600 horsemen ; two-thirds at least of 

which were the impressed dependants of the surrounding aristocracy Upwards of loo 

light blue flags attended the procession. On one was the couplet 

" ' Our rights depends 
On Coke and Friends.' " 

But these and other attacks on his seat in the House failed, and he 
continued to represent Nottingham for seven successive Parliaments. He 
retired from the representation in 181 2, having held his seat for thirty-eight 
years, thirty-three of which he was member for Nottingham. 

There is a curious jug now at Brookhill, which must have been 
made in 18 13, from the fact of the battle of Vittoria being painted on it. 
The body of the jug is white with the top rim (about two inches wide) 
blue, with little figures upon it. It is of immense size, holding four 
gallons. Round the thick part of the bowl is in large letters 

" DANIKL PARKER COKE. ESQR. 

Late Member of Parliament for « 

NOTTINGHAM." 



On the other side Is 
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" LOYAL TRUE BLUE 

CLUB, 
COD SAVE THE KING." 



In front is a portrait of the Duke of Wellington on horseback, with 
cocked hat and feathers, scarlet coat and yellow breeches, his s\vord 
brandished over his horse's head ; in the background is the battle-field 
with red soldiers on horseback. In front of the horse is 

" FIELD MARSHAL 

WELLINGTON. 

VITTORIA" 

Daniel Parker Coke was for some time Chairman of Quarter Sessions 
for the county of Derby, from which he retired through infirmity in tlie 
year 1818, and from that period he declined all public business. He 
was independent in his principles, and his conduct in Parliament appears 
to have been upright and conscientious, and he was much respected by 
his friends and acquaintance. 

He lived at the College, Derby, which was his property. It was 
formerly a collegiate establhhmettt, with eight prebendaries. It appears 
that Hugh, Dean of Derby, who gave Derley to St. Helen's, was Dean of 
All Saints, and before 1 268 it was annexed to the deanery of Lincoln. 
The Canons of the free chapel of All Saints arc mentioned in the record 
of 1268, King Edward I. styles it our free chapel, and in 1432 a special 
service was founded for the souls of the King and his progenitors. There 
was formerly a Chantry of Our Lady and a Guild of the Holy Trinity in 
this church. The College house, which was the residence of the Canons, 
passed at the Reformation into the Allestry family, who sold it to the 
Goodwins, from whom it descended to the Cokes (by the mother of D, P. 
Coke). Here Daniel Parker Coke died December 6th, 1825, aged 80. 
He was buried in the family fault in All Saints' Church, Derby, on 
Wednesday, 14th December (1825), where a handsome monument was 
erected to his memory, with following inscription >-^ 

"SuTcd 10 ihe Memory rX Daniel Tarket Coke, Esq, Ituriitcot Lsw, and for 3$ yrars 
Representative in Pirl' foi the Tnwn of Nollinghnm, In the discharge of which trust hii devoled 
attention to the interests of his constituent! wis no less conspicuoos, than wm, in Ihe whole of Ui 
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political and private life, the most disialerested indepenilence, and ihonghllrasneas of telf. In the 
unpaid aod voluntary daties of tlie ouigistracy sedulous, and constant in attendance ; Highminded 
and in its true and just sense libersl ; and by his mild and engaging manners endeared to alL la a 
state of protracted and hopeless infirmity be sank at last regretted by all ; closing an active and 
useful life on the fi"" day of December in tlie year of our Lord 18*5. Aged 80. 

He sold (the year previous to his death). 1st November, 1824, and five 
following days, his hTarary and collection of paintings. A copy of the 
catalogue is at Debdale, which shows 1,126 lots of books and 100 paintings 
and prints, the whole being a very valuable collection. He sent, probably 
at the same time, nineteen of his best pictures to Brookhill Hall, and 
there is a description of these, with their value, size, &c., made out by 
himself, now at Debdale. 

By his will, dated 23rd August, 1833, he left legacies — ^2,000 to his 
lUBGMn D'Ewes Coke ; ;f 500 to each of his (D'Ewes') five sons ; jf 1,000 to 
his brother John Coke ("he having one child only and an ample fortune ") ; 
j^SOo to John Coke's son ; ^500 to Mrs. Coke, wife of John Coke ; £\,2QO 
to Henry Fowler, son of the late Mr. Fowler of Manches ; and, after 
other small legacies, the remainder of his estate to his two sisters Dorothy 
Hatrell and Sarah Hatrell equally (Mrs, Heathcote, the third sister, being 
then dead). 

The real property which by this will passed to the Hatrells was, in 
1833, the cause of a suit in Chancery — Coke;'. Garlicke.* The plaintiffs 
ui^ed that Sarah Hatrell was possessed of a considerable estate, and made 
her will t/th April, 182S. She died 30th November, 1828, leaving 
property in trust to Wm. Bennett Garlicke and Thos. Brown, and D'Ewes 
Coke and Susannah Coke, her co-heirs- at- law. On her death the said W. 
B. Garlicke, M.D., and the Rev, Thos. Brown, the trustees, entered into 
possession of the real estates. A decree was given in favour of the 
plaintiffs (at a cost to them of about ;Ci,ooo), and the helrs-at-law were 
ordered to be advertised for, and Mr. J. E. Dowdeswcll was to hold a Court 
and determine this. Such was done ist May, 1834, when he decreed, 

"I find ihntSatah Hatrall fonnerly Sarah Coke Ihe Testrix was the daughter of Thomis Coke 
who died in November 1776 & Matilda his wife formerl; Matilda Goodwin. The said Thomas 



• " In Chancery. Cofte i'. Garlicke. 12nd July, 1833. D'Ewes Colte, John Coke, Susannah 
Coke, Plaintiffs, v. Wm. Bennett Garlicke, Thonms Brown, Richard Brown, Saml. Richardson 
Radford, George Wharton .Marriott, John Buckstoo, Edward Coke, William Ward Fowler, John 
Coke Fowler, Richard Fowler. Hentjr Fowler, Sarah Fowler, Fliiabetb Fowler, John, Eliiabeth, 
George WUliam, and ElLia Wilson." 
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Colce hid three children bf hi* said irifc Dunelf Daniel Parker Coke who diol without being 
Hurried and tiro daoghteis Emnu MaLlda Coke aflerwards the wife of Thoams Heithcote ft 
Dorothy afterwards the wife of Thomii HatreL, which said Emma Mniildn Hcathcotc & Dorothy 
Hatrell died in the liTetime of the said Tutrix without leaving any i^ue." 

The Pedigree of the Heirs-at-Law is then traced thus : — 

" Catherine Cassandra Isabella Coke was baptiied on iSlh May. 1697, and Francis Coke on 
13th June, 1703; the former married Edward Wllmot, who died 174S, leaving issue Francis 
Ballidon Wilmot (the eldest son), who married Etiubeth Wilmot, and died NovembcT, 1791, 
■tesving iuue, 

{Fnuicig, bap* 6 Dee., 1760 I Sussanah, who loatried 
died April, 1818. ' John Coke, 

who I find to be one of Ihe heirs-at-law. 



FftAMCES. D'EWES. Ballidoh. Gio&ge. 

Fiances, DTwes, and Ballidoii Cdce all died = 

witbwU having attained the age of 31. I 

Grorge Cokk, married Elhahbth Elus. 
Died Nov., I7S4-t= 

D'EwELs Coke, married Anma Heywood, 
bii eldest son, died Nov., 1811 ; 
leaving I 

D'EWBS CoKS, his eldest son, and heir-o 



-law [ who 1 find to be the only other heir-at-law." 



The real estate of Daniel Parker Coke thus passed to John Coke 
of Debdale by Susannah his wife, and to D'Ewes Coke of Brookhiil. John 
Coke died 14th Sept., 1841, and Susanna his wife on 33rd Jan., 1848, 
having bequeathed in her will of ijth Nov., 1S44, the College and other 
properly in Derby to the nephew of her late husband, Colonel Edward 
Thomas Coke. On the marriage of bis second son, Edward Bercsford 
Coke, 20th March, 1877, this property, now valued at ^£'300 per annum, 
was settled upon him. 
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RICHARD COKE, 7th son of 
Richard Coke of Tnisley. Born Nov, 
9th, 1664 (see page 23), of Dalbury, co. 
Derby. Died October, 1730, ^tat. 66. 



Richard Coke's {of Dalbury) Line. 



I 
Ri CHAR n - 

Coke. C urate 
of Hick1ing,co. 
Notts. Bom 
23rci July, 
169S. 



ELIZABETH, dau. of Thomas Robie 
of Donnington, co. Leicester. Died 
-November, 1730. 



I 

AKNE, KOEIEf 



L 14th 

Seplem- 



oi DgJ- died 



! I 

John. Edward. 
Bora 6lh Bom 3nl 
Apiil, August, 
1704. i7oS;die 

Emigra- 



Virginia 



An officer 
in H.M.'s 



May, 

1713; 
died un- 
moiried. 

■boat 75, 



Married 

1717; of Gros- 

Derby(an venor, co. 
oSicer in Lincoln. 
the inny) ; 

dau , of John Harrison, 
of Derby, and had a 
son, John Coke, who 
also had issue. 



IsABBL. MA&y. Catherine. 

Bom iSth Bom I5lh Bom 14th 

May, 1709 j May, 1707 ; Ftb., 1701 ; 
died unnmr- died unnur- died young, 
ried. ried. Dorothv. 

Bom 30[h 
Feb., 170s: 
died young. 
This line can be traced no further. 

Elizabeth, the wife of Richard Coke, appears to have brought him some 
property. A copy of her will, of 20th Nov., 1730, is at Debdale, in which 
she describes her estate at Mussden, or Mussden Grange, as a messuage, 
garden 40 acres, meadow 60 acres, pasture 500, wood 200, heath and 
furzes 100. Total 900 acres. Her executors sold this property nth 
October, 1739, to Samuel Goodwin for j^i,4CKi, which was equally divided 
between her younger children then alive (excepting John, who was in 
Virginia), namely, Edward Coke, now in his Majestie's Service, Ffrancis 

Coke, Thomas Coke, and Elizabeth Gravener, of , co. of Lincoln, widow. 

The grandchildren, Richard Coke and Anne Coke, are also named in this 
deed. This sale seems to have been of only part of the property, as on 
ISth January, 1746, the portions of Francis and Thomas Coke (each a 
fourth part) were sold to Ralph Tunnicliffe and John Wheldon for £1,300. 
Richard Coke the elder was "Governour" to Sir John Harpur, Bart., 
of Caulk, CO. Derby, who " in gratitude for the good Instructions which in 
my younger yeares I received of my Governour Master Richard Coke of 
Walton upon Trent do give one Annuity of fourty Pounds to be issuing 
out of my lands and tcnnements in Littleover for ninety nine years if the 
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said Richard Coke should so long live." Dated 28th April, 1701. He 
lived neariy thirty years after this grant. His wiil is dated 20th April. 
1730, by which he left all to his wife. It was proved 23rd April, 1731, 
These documents, as well as a bill for his funeral, dated October 30th, 
1730, are at Debdale. His wife died a few days after him, and there is 
a bill also for her funeral, on 23rd November, 1730. 

Thomas Coke, the sixth son, was an officer in the army. There is a 
letter from him to his aunt, Mrs. Isabell Coke, .at Stapen Hill, near 
Burton-upon-Trent (the residence of Paul BalUdon, Esq.), dated June gth, 
1734 :— 

'■ Honoured Madam, 

" I relarn yoa thanks for the Favouc Dr;oar kiod lettei' ; 1 un thank God much belter 
than I wu. My Motfan is in the CooDliy and I hnre been down to see bet, and stajr'd a mck. 
I do not at present Ibiak to return to Ireland ; I have now sold my Commission sod propose 
buying a t«l(er on the English Eflnblishment ; but everything ii ancenain for I thought to have 
prerer'd my self before now, but 1 hope 1 shall soon .... 

" Your nephew, 

Thos. Coke." 
Edward Coke, the fourth son, «'as also an officer in the army, and was 
serving in 1739, -when the Mussden Grange estate was sold. 

John Coke, the third son of Richard Coke of Dalbury, was born 6th 
April, 1704, He seems to have been of an adventurous spirit, and after 
youthful troubles at home sailed for Virginia, almost on his twentieth 
birthday. His brother, Edward, informs their mother of his departure 
in a letter from Manchester, 7th.April, 1724. 

" ?lON0KED Uadam, 

" I hear niy Brother Jack 19 gone to sea, which I was glad \o hear, and hope it will be 

the best for him. 

" Voui dulyfutl sonc, 

" Edward Coxk' 

He settled at Williamsbui^, the oldest city and first capital of Virginia. 
It is within a few miles of James Town, where the first settlers landed ; the 
latter shows no other trace of the original settlement than the remains of 
the first church built on Virginian soil, covered now and for centuries past 
with English ivy, surrounded by a few mutilated tombstones, with inscrip- 
tions almost effaced by the ravages of time and of relic -hunters. It is 
now a plantation, and some thirty-five years ago was owned by this 
branch of tlic Coke family. 

John Coke, after a few years, married Sarah Hoge, a lady of 
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French descent, also living at Williamsbut|[. Little further is known . 
of this emigrant, who established an important line of the family in 
Virginia, Some documents at Debdale Hall trace him for a few years. 

On his motlier's death, he came into a small legacy, and he acknowledges 
the receipt of it to the executors, September 27th, 173 1. There is a bill 
of exchange for ^20, drawn by him on Mr. Edward Wilmot of Spondon, 
dated Virginia, ist April, 1738, and copy of a letter from the latter 

announcing — * 

" My Aant Isabell Coke is dead and in her Will h»lh beqneothed to yon Twenty Founds; 
bat her Estate will not liotd out to pay all the l^acies she hai left, and yonr proportion will 
be Sixteen Pounds or thereabouts." 

He had but one child, Samuel Coke, who became a physician, married 
Judith Brown, July 17th, 1760, and died February 7th, 1773, leaving 
issue : — 

John Coke, born February 24tli, 1762 (of whom hereafter), and Richard, 
bom June 7th, 1772, who married Lucy Henley, May I7tli, 1804, 
and died September 2Sth, 1844, leaving one son, Edward R. Coke, bom 
January 15th, 1S07, and now living at James City county, Virginia, without 

John Coke, above named, married Rebecca Shields, and had two 
sons, John and Richard, and three daughters. Richard, the youngest son, 
was a member of Congress ; he was a man of fine talents and an eloquent 
speaker. He lived in Gloucester county,Virginia. On being defeated in 
an election by Henry A. Wise, late Governor of Virginia, and more 
recently Brigadier- General in the Confederate Army, owing to a difficulty 
which arose in the canvass, a duel ensued, resulting in Richard Coke 
being shot in the arm. He married Mary Byrd, and had an only 
daughter, Rebecca, who married Lewis Marshall, a grandson of John 
Marshall, Chief Justice of the United States, and the most learned jurist 
that America has ever produced. 

John Coke, tlie eldest son of John, was bom in 1798. He was a large 
landowner, a very successful farmer, and was for twenty years High Sheriff 
of James City county, Virginia. He died in 1S65. leaving eight sons and 
two daughters. The sons were all educated at William and Mary College, 
Williamsburg, their native place. The eldest son died in his twenty- 
second year. The seven now living all became officers in the Confederate 
Army at the commencement of the war. and served to its close. Three 
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received wounds in battle. . Their parents continued to reside at Williams- 
burg until the second year of the war, when that section of the county 
fell into the hands of the Federal Army, and was, perhaps, devastated 
more than any other part of the State. John Coke died in 1865 at 
Richmond, just at the collapse of the Confederacy ; his wife returned 
to spend the remainder of her da)rs at their old home in Williamsburg. 
The present generation, the seven surviving sons of John Coke, are 
tall, fine men, Richard Coke being six feet three and three-quarter 
inches in height He has filled the positions of Judge of Supreme 
Court of Texas, Grovemor of Texas for two terms, and is a Member 
of the United States Senate, in the debates of which he has taken a 
very high position, and is said to be the most popular man in 
public life in the State of Texas. Of the other brothers, four 
have followed the legal profession, and two are physicians, residing 
in Virginia and North Carolina. Three Of them, besides Richard 
Coke, the Senator, have at different times represented their counties 
in the State Legislature. John Archer Coke, the youngest, is the 
only one under six feet : he was a Student of Law at William and 
Mary College, when he entered the army, in which he was a Captain 
of Light Artillery, and completed his legal studies at the close of 
the war. The family fully shared the reverses of the disastrous con- 
flict, from which their country emerged with property devastated, 
slavery abolished, and resources expended ; yet with it all they consider 
they have entered upon a brighter career, and a more enduring 
prosperity. 



The following Pedigree traces in full the descent of the Virginian 
branch of the Coke family : — 
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ROBERT COKE of Trusley, Esq., 
son and heir of Richard Coke. Bom 
17th November, 1646.0 Died 23rd 
jaimary, lyrj-C) M\^X, 67. 

(»'] fwiLLUM CoKK. Bom 31st Match. 1679; kisheir. See page 45. 



ELIZABETH, only daughter of Anthony, 

son of Sir William Samwell of Upton, 
CO. Northampton. Married 26th Sep- 
ternber, 167 7.(') Died nth May, i684.(') 



Extrruts from the Tnsley Register and Family Ckronidf, 



'November ij* 1G46, being Thursday nboul one of y= clock in y" 
wn» borne at Whitloa •nd liapiiied iheie on y* a?'*" of y" s 
Chron.) 



nming Robert Coke 
; month." tFwnily 



sexto die Jitnaerii Anno q. Dooi 1713." 



P) " 1713 Robeflns Coke Anniger sepu 
(Trusley Regi««r.) 

l") " Robert Coke y" first sonne of Richard Coke of Trusley and Katherine hia wife married 
«t y* Chureh of S' Gilw in y* 6cldi in London mborbi Elunbeth y* oncly Dnugbter uf 
Anthony Samuel of Upton & Giaton in Northflmptonihire ft Anne y* wife of y* slid 
Anthony upon Wednesday y* xb^ of September 1677 Anno regni regis Caroli a* ag." 
(Fanuly Chron.) 

(') " .\nno domioi 1684 on y« Elercnth of May being y* Lords day ncne seven ndocke ot 
■bout BIT of y* clock in y< evening Eliiabctti y wifeof mee Robert Coke of Trusley & 
dniighter of Anthony y« youngest sod of Sir William Samwell died at her Aunt 
SamwcU hou&e in butter Street Westminster & according to her desire was buried by <" 
BeM her mother in S' Maif^clt Church So Wesinumtcr on y sevenleenili day of Mny 
(') y« nal following .^I have only one sonnc by her William Coke Imme at Trusley 
March y" Jt" 1679 4 bapliied there 00 j* nintb of April Anno Domini Koslri Jesu 
Christi 1679 for whom lo Almighty God y* holy trinltie in unity I retom my moil 
humble thanks & praUe — Robert Coke." (Family Chron.) 

(") "William, Sonne of Robert Coke Esqte k Eliiabeth his wifebaptiicd April 7" ifi;9." 
(Trusley Reg.] 

Robert Coke was only seventeen years and four months old when 
his father died- . He survived him forty-nine years. He was thirty-one 
when he married Elizabeth, the only daughter of Anthony Samwell. 
The settlements are dated iith Oct., 1677 {a fortnight after the marriage). 
Trusley and Bumaston are tlie settled estates ; her marriage portion was 
;£4,ooo. John Coke, of Melbourne, was one of the Trustees. 

The ancient family of Samwell was originally of Cornwall, and 
settled at Bwcstormel Castle. Anthony was the youngest son of Sir 
William Samwell, Auditor to Queen Elizabeth, who received the honour 
of knightliood at the coronation of James I. They were made baronets 
28 Charles \\^ but the male line became extinct in 17S9. 

At this period the splendour of the head of the family sensibly 
declined, attributable to the very numerous family of the previous gene- 
ration, and to a division of the propertj- in the time of Sir Francis, 
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His wife lived only six years after their marriage, and died in West- 
minster, nth May, 1684. She was buried in St Margaret's Church 
there, 17th May. Robert recorded her death in the Family Chronicle, 
and appears to have been truly thankful for the blessing of a son to 
succeed him. 

" I have only one sonne by her, William Coke, borne at Trusley March y« 31"^ 1679, for 
whom to Almighty God y« holy trinitie in miity I return my most humble thanks and 
praise." 

When this son was not quite fourteen years of age he Was married to 
his first cousin (the daughter of Robert's sister, who married Paul Ballidon), 
a woman with a fortune only of ;£'i,500, and more than double his own 
age, she being twenty-nine. A few years after this event, 3 Anne (1705), 
it was necessary to go to Parliament for an Act to subject the estate of 
Robert Coke and William his son and heir apparent to the payment of 
the said Robert Coke's debts, and to make provision for the wife and 
younger children of the said William Coke. In this Act the estates men- 
tioned are — 

The Manor of Trusley, Lands in Dalbury '\rg^^ 

„ „ Pinkeston, Burnaston, 

Kirkbye, Allsopp, 

Brouckhill, Harlington, 

A moiety of South Normanton, Fenney Bentley. 

Robert Coke's name appears at the head of the • Grand Jury Address 
from the county, in 1682, to Charles IL, expressive of their detestation 
of the Association which had been formed to set aside the succession 
to the Crown from the Duke of York, who was a professed Roman 
Catholic. 

He died at Trusley, January 23rd, 171 3, aged sixty-seven, and is 
buried there. His achievement hangs in Trusley Church. His sisters 
all married except Emma and Isabell; the former lived at Spondon; 
her will is dated 29th October, 1706, by which she disposes of her estate 
at Sheen, in the county of Stafford, to her nephews. There is no evi- 
dence how she became possessed of this property. 
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WJLLIAM COKE of Trusley, Esq, = CATHERINE, daughter and heir to 
only son of Robert Coke. Bom 3rst I Paul Ballidon, of Derby, Esq. Married 
March, 1679.0 Died i8th January, February 15th, 1693,0 Disd *3rd 
1718.0 i*;tat 39. March, 1719.0 ^ tat. 55. 



<» ") , I. Robert Cokb. Bom 15th December, 1694. Died lalh December. 1G99. ^ut. 6. 

I BBried »t Tnlslcr, 

(° ■')'!. Edward Cokb. Bom iSlh Seiitember, 1699. Died 17th Jnniuu;, 1718. Mxmk. 

■9. Buried tt Tmsley. 
(" "] 3. RoBlkT CoKK. Bora 36th AngtiaL, 1703. Died 5th Maicti, 1704. Buried atTmsley. 
('") 4. Annk. Boni23n]March,i696. Uiedglh Jaouarr, 1703. .-'Eiit. 7. Buried nl TnjiJejf. 
C) 5. Cathrbihb Cassandra Isabii.i.a. Born aSlti May, 1697; one of the co-hein. 

, See page 53. 

(«) 6. Susanna. Bom 14* May. 1698. Died 1718. /Elat. U. 
(" '*) 7. Mary. BorosiSApril. 1701, Died 13rd Mireh. 172*. .tut.20. Buried tt Tnulej. 
{"] ' 6. Fbancb. Bom ijlh June, 170a. Odc of the co.bcin. See page 53. 



Extrads from TruiUy JtegisUr. 



" WilliMD, lonne of Roben Coke Esqre & Elii»b«th his wife baptiied April 7* 1*79." 
" M'- William Coke & Mi*- Kulherine Ballidon Matrimouium coDtruoDt speed Liltleor 

Febr- IS, 1693." 
" January 23 ^ William Coke Esqre was buried." 



prino die 






3 decimo 



March z6. 1710. Katharine Coke the widow of William Coke Esqi 
' Robert 6Uiu Gulielmt Coke Aimigni ct Katherinse oiorit cju*, n 

Deccmbris & baptiulus fuit sucundo die ejusdam Mensis A.D. 1694." 
oM Trustee Register, which commences in 1338, ends in 1694. The next Regitter 
ex in 1695. Robert Solden, Rector. 
' Anna filia Cnlielmi Coke Armiger et Kalherinii uxoris ejus nata vjcetsitna 

Maftii ct baptiiab Ticesiimo quinto ejusdam mensis. 1695." 
" 1697 Katherine Cassandra Intbella Gliu Gulielmi Coke Amiger et KatfacriiUi 1 

nut* viccsimo octavo die Mali 1697 et bsptiiata triceiiiDO ejosdom menus." ' 
' 169S. Susanna lilia Gulielmi Coke Armigni et KalherinK uiorii ejus iut« 

qnario die Mali et baptiiala vicettimo nuno ejusdun mensit." 
" 1699. Edwaidui filiaa Gulielmi Coke Armigni et Katberinx nxoiis ejus nal 

octavo die Septemb. et bopliiatus vicessimo quarto ejusdam mensis." 
1699. Rotxrtus Glius primogenitus Gulielmi Coke Armigni et Katherinz uxoris ejus obiit 

duodecimo die Deccmb. ct tepultus dccimo quarto die cjusdum mensis 1699." 
' 1701. Maria Alia Guliehni Coke Armigni et l^thcriniF uioiis ejus Data qninlo die Aprilii 

ct baptizata seilo die ejusdam mensis." 
' 1703. Robertas Alios Gnlielrai Coke Armigni et Cathettnx uxoris ejni aatui viccssimo 

sexto die Augusti et bapiiialus viceuimo aano ejiujam mensis. 1703." 

* 1703. Anna Alia Golielnu Coke Armigni ei Catherinic uxoris ejus obiit nono die Januarii 
et sepnllB duodecimo die ejusdnm mensis Anno D6m. 1 703." 

' 1704. Roberlus Rhus Gnhelmi Coke Armigni ct CatbcrinK tuons ejoi oUit ciuinto die 

Martii et lepulta sexto die ejusdam mentis Anno DOm. 1704." 
' 1701. Frances Alia Gulielmi Coke Aimigni et Catheiiur uxoris ejus oota decimo tertio 

die Jonii et baptiiala eodcm die 170a." 

• 1 7 J2. March aeu" Maty Coke daughter of y late W* Cok« Esurc was buried." 
'January 17"" '^ Edward the son of Will Coke waa buried." 
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William Coke was the last male of the main line of the family. 
He was, as has already been noticed, married when quite a boy to 
his cousin Catherine Ballidon, who was double his age. Tradition speaks 
of him as an easy, good-tempered man, living with the careless hospitality 
of former times, and if not spending more than his income, certainly 
saving none. He kept harriers, and the "Trusley Hunting Song" was 
written by a blacksmith, who was one of his companions in a cele- 
brated da/s sport they had with the hounds. In the servants' hall 
at Trusley was a portrait of this man of the anvil, and under it were 
these lines : — 

«« This is Tom Handford— Don't you know it P 
He WM both Smith and Poet." 

Lists and pedigrees of the hounds for many years are still preserved. 

THE TRUSLEY HUNTING SONG. 

I. 

One Valentine day in the morning, 
Bright Phoebus began to appear; 
Squire William Coke windM his horn — 
Was a going a hunting the hare. 
''Come, Wheeldon, uncouple the beagles, 
And let them go questing along; 
Lose or win her, I must be at dinner, 
Or else they will think me long." 

2. 

Says Handford, "Pray, master, forbear 
Resolving to leave us so soon ; 
I ha'n't been a hunting this year ; 
How can you give over by noon? 
Black Sloven shall warm your bay Robin, 
And make him go smoking along; 
Bonny Dick shall not gallop so quick, 
If we light on a hare Aat*s strong." 

3- 

"Come, Handford, for all thy proud speeches, 
I mean for to shew thee a trick ; 
I value not hedges nor ditches ; 
I'll make thee to know bonny Dick. 
Then hie for the gorse in Ball Field I 
We shall have her a thousand to one. 
Lo, Thunder! lo, hark to old Wonder! 
Away, boys away ! she's gone." 
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4. 

The «¥?^"*g was pleasant all o'er. 
So calm and aeseiie was the sky ; 
The woods with the edio did roar. 
Which cama from tiiat sweet hannony. 
Then over the lands and the meadows 
So merrily they did pursue, 
Yoong Beauty performing her duty : 
She headed than all in the view. 



Young Snowball, that jolly fine hoond, 
Was second, and scorned for to yield 
Or lose e*er an inch of her ground — 
She's as good as e'er run in the field. 
And thus for the space of two hours 
They held all our horses to speed; 
Black Sloven hung hard on bay Robin, 
But he could not do the deed. 

6. 

" Come, Handfoid," then aays the good Squire, 

"How likest thou my bonny Dick? 

Dost think thou canst make him to tiie, 

Or not for to gallop so quick?" 

"Oh, master, I needs must confess 

I think I was boasting too soon; 

But now lor another stout hare. 

And your Dick shall have dined by noon." 

7- 

It was about nine in the morning 
When we was a winding first kndL 
Squire William Coke put up his hom 
And said, "A firesh hare would do welL 
Then Handford, have at thy black Sloven; 
111 make thee in purple to ride; 
And if thou dost ofier to stay, 
I will certainly flog on thf hide.** 

8. 

*'Yoani serve him but ri^t,*' saya WheeMon, 

" For he has been taunting of me ; 

I never vras beat on the field : 

Then for a liesh hare let us see. 

Here are some fine closes of com ; 

Look well to your beat every ooe. 

Oh, master, pny pull out your han. 

For away, boys, away 1 she's gone.** 
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9. 

Young Bluebell, she caught it before, 
And oyd it quite through the lane; 
Soon after came twelve couple more, 
And they rattled it over the plain; 
Then bonny Dick play'd with his bridle, 
And went at a desperate rate. 
**Come, Handford, I think you are idle. 
Must I open you that old gate?" 

10. 

" Kind sir, I most humbly thank you, 
But I will not die in your debt, 
You'll see my black Sloven go fstster, 
For now he begins for to sweat." 
Hark! Finder, and Winder, and Dido! 
And Merry Lass briskly runs on. 
There's Younker, and Banter, and Rainbow, 
And Beauty — she leads the van. 

II. 

We headed 'em stoutly and bravely 
Straight up into Sutton Cross Field ; 
Black Sloven began to grow heavy 
And made a fair offer to yield; 
Then Wheeldon went swinging before, 
So well did Bay Robin maintain, 
And Bonny Dick after did scour, 
But Sloven was spurr'd in vain. 

13. 

But he had the luck and good chance 
For to go now and then by the string, 
And led them a delicate dance 
For life as they came the last ring; 
Up goes a fresh hare, a pox take her I 
I ne'er was so vexM before. 
And we could not make 'em forsake her. 
But run her for two miles or more. 

13. 

And there we left Honest Squire Coke 
For to ponder upon the old hare. 
Adzooks I he leapt over the brook, 
A most desperate leap I declare ! 
He had not gone past half a mile 
But this cunning old gipsy he sp/d 
Was creeping into her old file ; 
** Then away — where away?" he ciyd. 
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14. 

•* Away, boys ! Away, my brave lads 1 " 
And so merrily winded his horn ; 
The beagles all flung up their heads, 
And we quickly did make our return; 
Then drawing up close to the point 
Where the cunning old gipsy had gone, 
You never saw better dogs hunt 
For life underneath the sun. 

15. 

It was about two, afternoon, 

Wlien we was a winding the knell, 

Then Handford and \Vheeldon made moan — 

Said a cup of old hock would do well, 

'*Make haste," said the squire. "Come faster 

Before I begin to grow cold. 

For with sweat my clothes are as wet 

As if they'd been dipp'd in some pooL" 

16. 

Then coming home by the Ash Hale, 
Close under the Royal Oak Tree, 
There Blood and Old Willot was fidl*n, 
Asleep as it happened to be. 
" Come, Handford, and give them a larum, 
My lips are grown sore with the horn ; " 
And round about they did bestare 'em 
like boobies that's newly bom. 

But as for the praise of these hounds 
And horses that gallop'd so free. 
My pen is not able t* expound. 
If time would allow it to be. 
Were not these two dainty stout pusses ? 
They held us from seven to one. 
And never gave breath to the horses. 
But merrily they run on. 

—Finis.— 



The Rector of Trusley officiated as William's chaplain and read prayers 
every morning before the squire went out with his hounds. For this 
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service, as he lived within stone's throw of the Hall, he had frequent 
dinners, if not board. He read prayers again in the evening. The 
Rector's name was Robert Seldon, the same who afterwards had the living 
of Pinxton, which was given him in 17 14 by William Coke. 

They must have kept early hours in those days, for it was only nine 
o'clock, in the song, when they had killed their first hare, after a chase 
of two hours. They had read prayers and breakfasted, and the squire 
winded his horn, when Phoebus began to appear, which was seven o'clock, 
in February. The squire was very impatient to return by noon to dinner, 
but the chase kept him till two. He appears to have had no company 
with him but his own dependants; however, as every gentleman kept 
harriers in those days, it is not to be wondered at. 

With all his amusements at Trusley, he did not forget Kirkby Hall, 
and if he never lived there he seemed anxious to make it comfortable 
by buying a little cottage and close directly in front of it ; it was bought 
iSth July, 1707 (6 Anne) and cost but £7. 

Trusley Church was rebuilt by William Coke, and there is an entry of 
the re-opening in the church register: — 

" Mem. 1713 : The nfores*^ si^ th of August was tlie openiDg of the new church when we had 
both vocall & instrumental muaick the service read as at Cathedrals an Anthem very well performed 
Mr. Coke being one of the performers. A sermos preached by y* Rector. Severell of the Gentry 
and Clei^ auditors of the whole performance." 

This building must have been commenced some time \iii^xt the 
death of William's father, which occurred only in January of iititt year. 
Amongst the Debdale papers is a curious letter on the subject of the 
family pew in the church. 

" Sir, 

" I received y*" favours by M^- Bassano, & shall be glad to acknowledge 'em with my 
best and heartiest service. — As being Patron of Trusley, th' ordinary \r^ take especial care to 
accomodate you & y' Tennants with as many convenient seats as you will reasonably ask. — But 
the only Title you can now claim under, must be founded on a Faculty under their Seal, for the 
taking down the Church wil alter the property & extinguish the Right you had to Those Seats 
when it was standing, Because the Prescription by wch you claim'd and enjoy*d y"" seats is entirely 
Broke by your assenting to Rebuild the Church. — ^Tis very comon in a case of this nature (& 
so I wou'd advise in yrs) for the parishioners to agree upon a Scheme and adjust their several 
Sittings, & to join in a comon purse to get a Confirmation, wch effectually prevents disputes, & 
alleviates Both the Charge and Trouble. If y' neighbours wil com into that, t'wil be wel, but if. 
They wil not, do you fix y>" ground, & take the Dimensions & Situation of it, & it wil be no 
Difficult matter to obtain a good Title, & by placing y' Seats so as not to interfere wh any Isle, 
Alley, or comon way in the Church, you'l easily avoid any objection. — You need be under no 
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Apprehennoa or T neigbbonn being before jrou iii the chMcc of jrt teaU, Tor you u Patton of tbc 
Church, wil be Eist seiv'd, >ad there cui be no Facullf gninled without publick notice to kll the 

"V'obligeii A itfj hnmWe scrvl. 

" R. RlI>E»;, Juil. 

"Lich. rg Fehry I7(3-" 

The communion clotli used on the re-opening is still preserved at 
Trusley, but from being kept in the old parish chest the mollis have, 
since it was removed from the table, considerably damaged it. The anns 
of William Coke, impaled with his wife Ballidon, under the Coke crest, 
are embroidered on the cloth, which is blue in colour, whilst under the 
arms are the letters C. and C. S. M. F. This cloth apjicars to have 
been worked by Catherine Coke and her four daughters, whose initial 
letters come in the order of their age, Catherine, Susanna, Marj-, Frances, 
These letters will also stand for 

Corpus Christi Salvatoris Manducate Fideliter, 

" The Body of Christ your Saviour ; feed on Him by Faitli," which for an 
altar cloth, on which the Holy Communion is celebrated, is most appro- 
priate. If this sentence was not in the minds of the pious workers, it is a 
noteworthy coincidence that their initial letters 'should make it. The cloth 
was in general use till about iSGo, when the then Rector removed it from 
conscientious scruples regarding the coat of arms. 

The massive chiurh spouts, which are well modelled in lead, have also 
the Coke and Ballidon arms on them, with the date 1713. They are also 
repeated on two of the main beams of the roof. 

Mr. C. C. Cox, writing on the Churches of Derbyshire, 1879, says of 
Trusley: 

*' Wc ham not been aUe to Uwm aorthiiig conccmiiig the old f*btic The prcteai ehuroh U b 
diamal albii of brick, with irons bcingi, of the pagan ilyle that previiled in Annc'i reign. The 
South dooimiir ii nid. by local tndUiuii, to have been remiiveil from the old Hall of the Cokes 
of Tnuluy, wliicb woi then unileigoing lepaiis. Hut wc arc ncaiirely inclined V> crcilil .Ihui, at ilie 
doonnty U very little, i( at all, ol.lct in ityle than the date of the rebuilding of the chuich." 

There is certainly no truth in this tradition, for Trusley Hall tvaa not 
pulled down till many years after the rebuilding of the church. 

The old church Bible, which was printed by Robert Barker, 1634. bound 
in wooden covers, with brass ornaments, and said to have cost £2, is now 
in the parish chest, which stands under the tower. There is but one bell, 
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which is undoubtedly of pre-Reformation date. In the chancel hangs one 
of those interesting relics of an expired custom, a funeral garland of 
white paper. There were originally four of these garlands, which some 
hundred years ago were carried one at each corner of the coffin of a Miss 
Webster, who died in the farmhouse now occupied by Mr. S. Woodward. 
One of the Trusley Rectors considered these as remnants of Popery, and 
actually ordered their destruction, till the Rural Dean begged him by all 
means to treasure them. The Registers begin with the 12th September, 

1538. 

Of William Coke's children, the eldest son, Robert, died soon after his 

fifth birthday. His parents were much grieved at this loss, and they named 

another son (their last child) after him, who also died young, only five 

months old. A monumental stone was placed in Trusley Church, near the 

communion table, to record the virtues of the elder Robert ; the epitaph 

being, no doubt, the Chaplain's composition, and when we find the boy 

was only entering his sixth year it appears almost ridiculous : 

" Hie jacent Exavise charae Robert! filij Gulielmi Coke Armig & Catherinae oxoris ejus Primo- 
geniti brevem viventis yitam £rat vere Nobilis et majori Pi^tate imbutus quam Anni loquuntur 
Relativisamanftobsequens unicumque blandus Ita flebilis omnibos Nunc Societate CoeUtum beatus 
Et Deum in excelsis landans O^jjt is^' die Decemb Sexto ^^tatis incurrento Annoq. Dom. 
1699." 



Edward Coke, the second son, reached the age of nineteen, when he 
died. The date of his death is given in family deeds as 17th January, 
17 1 8, though the Church Register states he was buried on that day. 
William Coke died on the following day (i 8th January, 17 18), and it is 
natural to suppose that his end was hastened by great grief at losing his 
last son, who was to have inherited the old family estate of Trusley, which 

\ had then been the residence of the Cokes for 300 years. 

j William Coke was appointed Deputy Lieutenant for Derbyshire by 

Lord Scarsdale on 28th December, 171 1. The commission is now at 
Debdale. 

''The Will of WiUiam Coke, dated 17'* December, 1717. 

** In the name of God Amen the Seventeenth day of December in the yeare of our Lord God 
one Thousand seven hundred and seventeen I Will™ Coke of Trusley in the Co. of Derby Esqr. 
being of sound and perfect mind and memory God be praised doo make and ordaine this my last 
will and testament in manner and forme following (that is to say) First I commend my Soule into 
the hands of Almighty God my mercyfiill Creator hopdng and steadfastly believing to obtain ever- 
lasting life through the precious and meritorious death and suffering of my Lord and Saviour Jesus 
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Christ and mj bodjr to Ilie Earth to be decenlljr buiTed at Ibc direction t£ mine Exoilor heieiiitfter 
named. — Item, I doo herebf nuke ordniae constitute and appoint my Ma Edwud Coke to be the 
sole and onely executoc of thiimy Imi Will & Testnment." 

Exactly Hi monthiafter this was written by William Coke his son 
Edward was buried. The will was proved 7th April, 1719, and adminis- 
tration granted to C. C. T. Wilmot. 

Mural Monument at Trusley. 

" Near this Place lye Intnr'dy* Bodies of William Coke hite of this Town Eiqr aitd Cathuinc 
his Wile, Daughter of Paul Bollidon of Derby Gent. He died Jani the ti<^, 1718, aged 39. She 
died Match y* a^^ 1719, aged 55.— 

" Id Memory of whom, Catherine-Cassandra Isabella thar Daugh' caused this to ix let 
up.— "— 

The Truslev Co-Heirs. 

All William Coke's daughters died young and unmarried, except two, 
and between these two the property became divided. 

Catherine Cassandra Isabella, the elder co-heiress, married on 
December 27th, 1718, shortly before her father's death, Edward Wilmot. 
of Spondon, Esq., barrister-at-!aw, second son to Edward Wilmot, of 
Chaddesden. She was then but twenty-one and her husband was twenty- 
three years older than herself. 

Frances, the youngest daughter, married on October I2th, 1720, her 
kinsman D'Ewes Coke of Suckley, county Worcester, descended from 
George Coke, Bishop of Hereford (sec page 84). She was tlien in her 
nineteenth year. Her elder sister, Mary, was at the time living unmarried. 
Both her parents were dead, and at this time all hopes of any part of the 
property remaining with the Coke family were gone. It must have been 
more than chance that brought D'Ewes Coke from Worcestershire to 
marry this co-heiress and continue the succession, by uniting the two 
branches, which had been parted for five generations ; but for this happy 
event all the ancient property would have passed for ever into other 
bands. 

Mary, the fourth daughter, after the death of her father, by deed dated 
t9th March, 1718, named "her uncle Paul Ballidoii, of Stapenhill, to be 
guardian of her person and estate until she attain the age of one and 
twenty years," which age she never reached, dying on 23rd March, 1722, 
only thirteen days before it There was an agreement made 20th April 
6) George I.), 1720, between Paul Ballidon of Stapenhill, and guardian of 
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Mary Coke and ffrances Coke, the daughters and co-heirs of William Coke, 
late of Trusley, being of the age of seventeen and upwards, and Edward 
Wilmot of Spondon, and Catherine Cassandra Isabella his wife, and 

another of the daughters and co-heirs of the said William Cok6 =. 

to sell the trees of oak, ash, elm, mapple, poplar, and crab to Thomas 
Trimmer, carpenter, of Derby, for ;6'soo. 

A division of the estate now took place between Edward Wilmot and 
D'Ewes Coke : 

" Proposals for the Partition of sevcrall Lands and Tenemds between Edward 

Wilmott t!f HEwes Coke. 



200 o o 



The Capital! Messuage at Trusley) 

with the Orchards, Gardens, &c.> 
Truslgr, Dalbury Lees— 594 acres ) ^ 

at jfx3 per acre j '' 

A. p. 
John Salt at Bumaston, 27 %\ 

inclosed meadowat £13 peracre j ^'' 
Computed acres in f&elds 25 at ) 

£8 peracre I 

William Feazand 2 acres inclosed ) ^^ 

at £.3 ■••. \ *^ 

3 acres in the ffields at £8 24 o 

A Chiefe Rent at 20 yeais i 6 

Wood worth 200 o 



200 o o 



o o 



o 
8 
o 



8730 x6 8 



One Half the Coals. 

One Half the Debts and Incumbrances. 



Pinxton, Kirkby, & Normanton at ) g 

;^8 per acre J 5040 o o 

A. K. p. 

ffeney Bentley 26 3 24 | 

A. R. p. ;f s. d- > 176 13 4 

A moiety 13 i 32 at 13 6 8; 

A]i»p le Dale 187 a' at ^14 i«. } j ^ 

peracre i ' •* 

A Moiety of the Wood at ffeney | ^^ ,, « 

BenUey J 33 '3 o 

Henry fford at Burmaston a \ ^^ 

meadow 33 acres at jf 13 o o j ^^ 
In the Conmion ffields Arable \ 

40 acres by computation at £% ] ^ 

A cott house in Comhton 6 8 



o o 

o 
o 



8730 9 4 

One Half the Coals. 

One Half the Debts and Incumbrances." 



There is a date on the back of these proposals, 13th Oct., 1726. 
The deed, however, was not signed till 23rd Sept., 173 1. Thus five 
years passed between the first proposals and the final settlement 
Another deed explains the negotiations during this period ; it was 
evidently the wish of D'Ewes Coke to keep Trusley in the family, and 
his wife writes that she " very much wished to live there," while the 
Wilmots had no intention of leaving Spondon. D'Ewes, therefore, 
offered jf 400 for the share which Edward Wilmot and his wife, having 
first choice, had taken in the division. The following agreement was 
drawn up and submitted to counsel. The original case, with counsel's 
opinion on it, is now at Debdale : — 

" Wliereas Dewes Coke Esqr & Francis his Wife have made A proposal to his Brother 
Edward Wilmot and Catherine Cassandra Isabella his Wife to give them the sum of four hundred 
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Poaods Thkt An Exchaoge n^t be mid« of tluit Shaie which they ChoM of the Divitlon 
Propoted to them for to t&be llieir Choice of Bj the said D'Ewes Cake & his said Wife Comprised 
in a certain Pnpet of Pfoposalls Delivered liy the said Dewes Ccike toto the hands of Paul Biltidon 
Esq (or the other Share theieof which the siiid Dewcs Colie and his Said Wife w»a to have 
Now ID coDsideiation of such Exchur^ to be made I'hc (aid Dcwes Coke for bimielf and hii Said 
Wife Doth Promise lo P>y to the said Ejltvard Wilniol and his said Wife at or upon Midsummei' 
Dnr DOW nent the Sam of Four Hundred Pounds of Lxwliill money of Greni Brittain. And All 
things Klatins to the Partition Cooli Debts and inccmbnincet are to \x foirly adjusted and 
settled by Proper Writings and Wayt al or before Midsummer Day before mentioned according to 
the true intention Thereof. Witness the Hands of the said Dewes Coke and the said Edward 
Wilmot the Tvro and Ttvenlyelh day of April in the year of our Lord One Thousand -Seven 
Hundred and Twenty Seven. 
"Signed in the 

Presence of " Isabell Coke " D'Ew i s CoKi 

" Sam"* Webstbr. " Edwd Wiiaiot." 

Hati this agreement been carried out, Trusley Hall might be standing 
to this day, and still the residence of the family; but within a year 
all was upset — how there is no evidence to prove, and on the back 
of the deed is the cancelling of it, thus : — 

" MemoTWid That this Eleventh day of February One Thousand Seven Hundred & Twenty 
Eight it is mulonlly agreed by & Between the within named D'Ew» Coke &. Edwanl Wdmat 
That ibe pmpoasatl of an Exchange within mentioned ba now ^''oid & of none effect, 
" Witness their Hands. 
" .Signed in the presence of 

" ISAUELL CiKK 
" Saml'- Weu^teh. 

The Wilmots continued to reside at Spondon ; Trusley Hall became 
dilapidated, and was soon afier pulled down. 

The late D'Ewes Coke, of Brookhill, wrote of Trusley in 1810: — 

" The pavement ihro' the Courtyard remains and a pojt of a stable. The Kitchen end 
of the house, [which is now a Farm house) a sommcr house, and a neglected Bowling green. This 
ii a very dat .ind clayey part of the Country, but has a beautiful Rirulet full of Cresses, some swells 
of ground behind and is a retired rural apol. The roods are iDipoiaabte, but for a carl and hoi>« 
and the most melancholy neglect appoua of the whole phc«. The Cbutdi is within itiine* thniw 
of the site of the Hall, and is a neat moilcm brick building. The present Mr. Wilmol has erected 
a new parsonage, of more Gaming biick contiguous to it, and ■( present it olTends the eye. It is n 
desirable sporting property, but it is, even for that [jurpoM, stsu«c1]r e»er viiitcd by him." 

During the incumbency of tlic Rev. Charles Evelyn Green (who 
took the name of Cotton in 1819) tiie Rectoiy was occupied as a 
farm-hotise by the tenant of the glebe. WTicn the Rev. William 
Chandos Pole succeeded in 1859, and desired to live there after his 
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marriage, the Rectory was placed in a thorough state of repair by 

Colonel E. T. Coke, the patron. The livings of Trusley and Dalbury 

}. were commonly held by the same man, and Mr. Cotton, who was 

j Rector of Trusley for forty years, lived at Dalbury. 

! There was no regular road to Trusley beyond Radboume till near 

1840. J. Woodward, the chief tenant, wrote to Mrs, Wilmot on May 
6th, 1803, relative to her proposed visit to Trusley: — 



'* Mr. Roome has pat in his roads very well, we should be very glad if you please to let us 
\ know about a week before, and I think I can get Radboume people to make a little amendment, 

likewise we ourselves, and me and Geoige will meet you Madam at your side Radboume, and 
I conduct you safe to Trusley and depend Madam on y« beds and rooms being well air'd." 

The only remains of the old Hall at this time (1880) is the kitchen 
end, into which has been built the farm-house, occupied by Woodward ; 
the summer-house also stands, and is used as a store-house. By the 
inequality of the ground the old gardens may be traced. There is 
an old plan of the estate at Debdale, which distinctly shows the form 
of the Hall, outbuildings, garden, summer-house, bowling-green, &c. 

I 

The Hall occupied three sides of a square, a courtyard in the centre. 
There was a well in the middle of the road in the village, if such the 
seven houses could be called. 

In Trusley church is a mural monument to Edward Wilmot and 
his wife : — 

'< Near this place lies interred the Body of Edward Wilmot of Spondon in this oounty Esqre. 
who married Catherine Cassandra Isabella* the daughter of William Coke late of this town Esq. 
and died Jany y* i«« 1748, aged 77.'* 

'*The above Catharine Cassandra Isabella Wilmot departed this life August 12th, 1751. 
Aged 54." 

Part of the Trusley Estate was sold on the death of Mrs. Wilmot. 

"A Particular of the Estate," dated January 22nd, 1754, shows 300A. 
3R. 7P., divided into eight farms, at an average rental of 13s. 4d. per 
acre. 

Trusley passed to her son, Francis BalHdon Wilmot, and on his 
death to Francis Wilmot, Rector of Trusley and Pinxton, who, dying 
2 1st April, 1 81 8, unmarried, the Trusley and Spondon properties 
devolved on his only sister and heir, Susanna, who had married * in 

* She caused this to be set up. 
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1806 (see page 100) John Coke, of Debdale Hall. Thus, after a lapse 
of just one hundred years, the old Trusley estate returned again to the 
Cokes. 

The following shows the curious intermarriages of the Coke and 
Wilmot families : — 



RoQERT Coke of Trusley. =f Elizabeth, dau. of 
Died 23 Jan., 17 13. | Anthony Samwell. 



T 



Wn.LiAM Coke of Trusley. =t=» Catharine, dau. of 
Died 20 Jan., 1718. Paul Ballidon. 



D'Ewes Coke, Esq., of =7= Frances Coke, and dau. 



Suckley. Married 
1720. 



and co-heir of William 
Coke. 



George Coke, d. 1759. =j= Elizabeth, dau. of 

Rev. Seth Ellis. 



T^ 



The Rev. D'Ewes Coke, =?= Hannah, dau. and 



Rector of Pinxton, &c. 
Died 181 1. 



heir to George 
Heywood, of 
Brimington. 



D'Ewes Coke, of=j= Harriet, dau. of 
Brookhill. Thos. Wright. 



Edward Thomas Coke, - 
3rd son of D'Ewes 
Coke, who succeeded 
to the Trusley and 
Spondon Estates, on the 
death of his uncle, 
John Coke. 



3 Diana, dau. of 
John Talbot, of 
Ardfert Abbey, 
CO. Kerry. 



Susanna Coke. 
Married in 
1667. 



Edward Wilmot, 
of Spondon. 



Edward Wilmot, =p Catherine Cassan- 
dra Isabella, eldest 
dau. and co-heir of 
William Coke. 



of Spondon and 
Derby. 



Francis Ballidon = 
Wilmot, of 
Trusley, Spon- 
don, and Derby. 



3 Elizabeth, dau. of 
Richard Wilmot. 



John Coke, of Debdale. =f= Susanna, only dau. of 



Died 14 Sept., 1841, 
bequeathing his estates 
at Trusley, Spondon, 
and Derbvi to his 
nephew, Edward 
Thomas Coke. 



Francis Ballidon 
Wilmot, who, on the 
death of her brother, 
z8x8, succeeded to 
the Trusley Estate. 



Died S.P. 



I 
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Sir John Coke*s Line. 
JOAN, daiL of Sir = SIR JOHN COKE of Mel- = MARY, dau of John 



John Lee, Knt, Alder- bourne, co. Derby, Knt, 2nd 
man of London, and son of Richard Coke of Tnis- 
relictof Alderman Gore. ley (see page 8). Bom 5th 
DiedS.P. Second wife. March, 1563.0 Died 8th 

September, 1644. iEtat 82. 



Powell of Prestei^ 
CO. Hereford. Married 
1605. I St wife. 



1. Sir John Coke ; bom 1607 ; died S.P. 1650. See page 63. 

2. Thomas Coke, his heir. See page 67. 

3. Elizabeth ; married Arthur Faunt, Esq., of Foston, son and heir to Sir William Fannt 
He died at Bath, 1633. She married, secondly, Thomas Sacker, of London, whose 
estate was sequestered by the Parliament. 

4. Mary ; married Sir Edward Hartopp, of Buckminster, second baronet of that extinct family. 
Her eldest daughter marri«L the celebrated General Fleetwood, son-in-law to Cromwell. 

5« Anne ; married Henry SachevereU, son and heir of Jacnmth Sacheverell, of Morley, 30th 
November, i6j8. (') She married, secondly, March 13th, 1664, H. Danvers, Esq., 
son and heir of W. Danvers, of Swithland, co. Leicester. Pie was a near relative of 
Danvers the R^cide, whose Oxfordshire estates came to the branch at Swithland, in 
the church of which place is a monument to their memory, which records that thej 
had issue several children. She was a lady deeply versed in the Greek and Hebrew 
Scriptures. Her first husband was a branch of the same family, of which Richard 
Coke had married an heiress in 1558. He suffered much during the Civil War, his 
house being plundered by the CromwelUans to the amount of iC3tOOO in moneys 
! besides ** horses and goods.*' 

Extracts from Registers, 

(') "John Coke, sonne to Ric was borne at London y« V^ of March almost a qtr. before iij. 

of y« clock in y« fore none of y« same day Ao R R Eliz 5-." (Family Chronicle.) 
(^) ^ Henry Sacheverell Esq. & Anne daughter of Sir John Cooke Knt., and principal 

Secretary of State, married Nov. 20*^ 1638." (Tottenham R^:ister.) 

Sir John Coke was born on 5th March, 1563. He was probably 
educated at Westminster School, and on the 22nd of April, 1580, was 
admitted scholar of Trinity College, Cambridge, when, after having taken 
his degree of Bachelor of Arts, he was chosen Fellow of the same 
College, about 7th April, 1584. He continued long in the University, 
and being much noticed for his learning, was chosen Public Professor of 
Rhetoric, in which employment he so distihguished himself by his inge- 
nious and critical lectures that "rhetoric seemed not to be so much 
an art to him as his nature." Then he travelled beyond the seas for 
some time, in company of a person of quality, and returned rich in 
languages, remarks, and experience; having avoided all the dangers 
incident to him on account of his religion, by his prudent declaration, 
" that he came to learn and not to teach.'* He then retired into the 
country as a private gentleman, and married his first wife when forty-two. 
When he was more than fifty years of age, on some reputation he had 
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for industry and diligence, he was called to a painful employment in 
the Xavy, which he dischai^cd well, and was then made Secretary thereof 
Afterwards, partly through the interest of Fulke Greville, Lord Brooke, 
to whom he was related, he was made Master of the Requests ; and lastly 
Secretary of State, about the year 1630, in the room of Sir Albeit 
Moreton. deceased. He was soon after this knighted. In the first Par- 
liament of King Charles I. he was one of the represcntativea of the 
University of Cambridge. He declared the state of affairs on the assembly 
of the Lords and Commons in Christ Church Hall, Oxford, on 4th 
August, 1625 (i Charles I.). The Duke of Buckingham then mentions 
Sir John Coke as one of those worthy persons who fortified with advice 
and counsel the King on entering into the war with Spain. In the third 
Parliament (1627) he took a leading part in moving the supplies for the 
King, and his speeches arc fully reported in Rushworth's Historical 
Collections, He states : " My desire is that every one resort to his 
own heart to reunite the King and the State, and to take away the 
scandal from us." It required a man of no ordinary abilities to steer 
a happy course between the contending parties of those days, and the 
soundest discretion to reconcile oftentimes the King, his master, and 
the factious Parliament, or, in his own words, " Not to stir, but to 
quiet; not to provoke, but to appease." 

On 7th April, 1627, he reported to the House the King's accep- 
tance of the subsidies, and how his Majesty was pleased to ask by how 
many voices they were gained. " I said, but by one. His Majesty 
asked how many were against him. I said, none ; for they were voted 
by one voice, and one general consent." The King was so much affected 
by the generosity of the Commons that he expressed a great love for 
Parliament, and a desire often to meet his people in that waj- ; but this 
good understanding between them did not continue long. 

Sir John Coke accompanied King Charles in his expedition to Scotland 
against the Covenanters in 1639 1 ^"^^ ^^ ^^s one of the six named to 
meet the Scottish Deputies and draw up the Articles of Pacification, 

He is said " to have governed himself in the management of his places 
by the following rules : — 

" Thai na rub diooli] let what U unjiutiiixtile or (!aDG«n>iis appear under his hanJ. lo give 
envf a Mudy aim al tut pUce or perMi) ; nor initi);l« Inleteiti with great men made desperate bjr 
debt* or Court iajmiet, iriiaiM UU have been rninotu lo Ibcir wUeit ToUoiren ; mat pry any fattliet 
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into secrecy, than rather to secure than show himself ; nor impart that to a friend which may 
empower him to be an enemy." 

He likewise kept himself strictly to the law of the land. Insomuch, 
that being sent to command Bishop Williams from Westminster, and 
being asked by the stout Bishop by what authority he commanded a man 
out of his house and his freehold, he was so tender of the point that he 
never rested till he had his pardon for it. But, notwithstanding his 
great caution, on the 8th of November, 1641, a messenger of the House 
of Commons was sent to fetch him up out of Derbyshire, to answer some 
complaints made against him about some commitments in the year 
1628. 

In the collection of the Clarendon Papers, a considerable number of 
letters may be met with written by Sir John Coke when Secretary of State. 
A farther specimen of his political abilities may be seen in the " Miscel- 
laneous State Papers," published by the Earl of Hardwicke. We there 
find four letters of Sir John Coke's to Sir Belthazar Gerbier, relative to a 
secret treaty carried on with the Flemings in 1632, which has never 
appeared in our histories, and which, indeed, was totally unknown to the 
public till brought to light by the learned lord mentioned. From these 
letters it appears that Sir John Coke wrote his dispatches with perspicuity, 
and in a style becoming a man of business ; they prove that he was well 
acquainted with the views of Holland, France, and Spain, and reflect 
honour on his sagacity. His contemporaries character him as a grave 
and a prudent man in gait, apparel, and speech ; one that had his intel- 
lectuals very perfect in the despatch of business till he was eighty years old. 
He is also said to have been a very zealous Protestant, and to have done 
all good offices for the advancement of true religion. He had a happy 
mixture of discretion and charity, whereby he could allow to things and 
persons more than men of streighter apprehensions or narrower affections 
were able to do. 

Sir John Coke appears to have ended his public life at the close of 
the year 1639. On the 30th November (of that year) he wrote to the 
respective sheriffs to pay in the arrears of ship money for several years 
past, and this seems his last act as secretary. He was then in his seventy- 
seventh year. He was removed by an intrigue of the Queen's to make 
room for Sir Harry Vane (whose son was beheaded June 14th, 1662). He 
was strongly supported by the Earl of Strafford, and his removal seems to 
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have been feh by the country as an act of great injustice. He wrote to 
his son on leaving Court thus : — 

' ' I knour you have heard of mjr resolution laken for m; retrente from coorte, yet I Givle bothe 
3 t,incicnis countenuicc and profession that no olTencc is token ogainsl mec, ind so muck cxptcsiioii 
of good opinion and good will lowanU race, liothe in courts utd citie, that I could never withdraw 

mfielf under more FaTouiable aspect Assure yourself I sball com£ home unto you with 

as much quiet, and with as calm a minJe, and willi aa little lepining and complaining, or spleene 
agaiiut anie one, u anic ever went rroni courte to a connlrie lite after so long and so manj 
employmenlt." 

In the spring of 1640 he moved to Melbourne, where he joined his son 
John, and they lived, as he states, with their wives in one house, forming 
"one familie." King Charles visited him at Melbourne, and it is said 
that on a pane in a summer-house window there are some lines written by 
that Prince with a diamond. 

In the troublesome times of the Civil Wars Sir John was much in- 
commoded there by soldiers, who committed excesses and threatened to 
burn hii house. He then removed for safety to the house of his son-in- 
law, H. Danvers, Esq., of Swithland, in the county of Leicester. He 
complained of being obliged to leave home in winter, when the ways 
were in such a bad state, and at his advanced age, and wrote to the Earl 
of Essex for protection in 1642. In this letter he says: "Since I was 
dismissed by his Majcstie from the office of his Secretary I have con- 
tinued in my retreat, in my house at Melbourne, almost three years, without 
other employment than those duties whereby a man of near fourscore 
years may prepare himself for a better life." This is dated September 
20th, 1642. In the winter of 1643 he was again obliged to remove, and 
went to Tottenliam, where he shortly died, his death being probabiy 
hastened by fatigue and anxJetj- of mind. He died the 8th of September, 
1644, aged eighty-one years and six months. In Oldfield's " History of 
Tottenham" there is this description of the " Black House": 

" There wat formerly an hooae oppoiitc Wljite Han Lane, so called, built partly of l^rick and 
partly of dune, with Urge iron tptes before it. It is conjectured thai it once belonged to Henry 
VIII.; there wai an in&cription ihus;—' In this chamber King Hcmy VIII, hath often lyen.' In 
lliU Duniilaa 5ir John Coke resided daring fomroer. It was afterwords occupied by Sir Hugh 
SmyltuoR, grand£uhei to the first Duke of Norlhumbeilatid." 

Pennant, in his "Environs of tendon," says it 1 
years since. 



\ pulled down fifty 
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To hU first wife, Marie Powell, Sir John ivas tenderly attached ; his 
letters to her express great kindness and affection, and her simple and 
natural answers, full of sense and strong religious feeling, written in the 
pretty old English of that time, are highly interesting and amusing. In 
the education of their children, and in country pursuits, they passed 
many of their earlier years at a place called Hale Court, near Ledbury, 
which he bought, near her father's, Mr. Powell, of Presteign, Hereford 
His friend, and distant relation. Sir Fulke Greville (the friend of the 
celebrated Sir Philip Sydney), afterward procured him employment and 
lucrative places, but his wife did not long sur\-ive to enjoy their good 
fortune. There is no record of her death, but her letters cease after 
1623. She then complained of illness, and her husband's last letter to 
her is as full of tenderness as his first In all the duties of private 
life he seems to have been equally admirable. To his " beloved sonne 
John," as he calls him, his kindness was unbounded, and drew from him 
unceasing terms of thanks and gratitude, and met with ample return in 
his devoted attention, respect, and duty. 

The following letter, which shows how Sir Peter Paul Rubens was 
prevented leaving England, is of considerable interest : — 

"Right honoiaUe 
" I recMved an »<lv«tfsment that above a doien young women uid boies atteaded at the pom 
to get passage under the protection of the Spnoith Anibusaclars sonnc-in-htw and Mon''- Rubens. 
At>d because I fonnd it was donne w'tioui his Vi'^ knowledge, or anie license sought froni ibe State^ 
I tbowght it Tu; datie to prevent it, and not to sulTeT such an affroal to bee catt uppon us, that 
Ambassadors or Agents of Foren Princes shouUl assume such a libettie, w<^ is not permilted in 
those coanttiei from whence they arc imploied, nor was indured here in Tomier times. — I did 
therefore give notice thereof by letter to the Lord Warden of the Cinq Ports, whose cai«lal 
miniMers in his absMice gave order for their slay. — Now this night I receaved a letter &om the 
Spttoish Amlxtssador loking knowledge that an English gentlewoman was going over in the com- 
panie of his sonne in law Don Jean de Vosqoei and Mons. Rubens, w""" a maid servant and two 
other gentlewomen thai had papers from the Lords of the Councel, to the end that the laid genile- 
womon should bee their married to a chevalier of good accompt, in regward whereof his Lordship 
dedred mee to take order for 'Coax release and free passage. — I answered that his Lordship wel 
nnderslood that by our lawes none but merchants could pass beyond the seas w'^iout licence from his 
M>> or his Councel under six of their haniSs. — If hee pleased to make known the names and 
qualities of Uieis women, I would move the Lords, who I doubted not would proceed w''' doc 
respect to his Lordship, if Ihcy found no just cause for his Ma*** service lo refuse Ihem allowance. 
— But this gave him not content, and bee purposelh (as bis meisinger totild mee) to send presently 
to his M" for commands. — In regward whereof I thowght fit to give his Ma'* this accompt, and 
then to obey what hee shall direct. — The advertismcnt I receaved was that Ibeis women went over 
will good portions lo bee put into nunneries, w<=^ they coll mareage, w'=>> is the ordinsrie itile of al 
their letters, and tMs is ment bj the marea^ of this gentelwomon. — The yong boies are lent to the 
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hof the Jeraitca, and eo not enptte handed. —I thowght it a piod urvice to intefrapt this 
I In regwaid ol the consequence, so 1 mt 

" Yanr Lordship'* hnmlile Ecrntit, 

"John Cms. 
" Londoa 

" z March 1619-30. 
" Fo[ His If** Espetial ifliin To the richt hoaor&ble the L^rd Viscooct Doruhe^ier, 
principil Secreiirie of Stale to his M>*, give this at Newmarket, 
hut, hut, 
but, post hut, 

"London, 2 Much, »t terea in the morning." 

The above was called " spiriting away " of gentlewomen and young 
boys. 



SIR JOHN COKE THE YOUNGER. 

Sir John Coke was knighted in his father's lifetime. After his mar- 
riage with Elizabeth, daughter of Timothy Pussey, Esq., of Selston, 
county of Nottingham, and widow of W. Willoughby, Esq., on July 2Sth, 
1633, at Selston, he lived at Melbourne Hall, which his father gave up 
to him, but when tlie latter was displaced from office he joined his son 
there. He was one of the representatives of the county in the 16th 
Charles I.; also a member of the Committee of Sequestrators appointed 
by Parliament for the county of Derby, 31st March, 1643, and one of 
that for the purpose of raising £^\^ levied upon the county for the 
maintenance of Fairfax's army from ist February to ist December, 
1644. In 1646 he was one of the receivers (Sir John Curzon being 
the other) of £^fXO raised in the county for the disbanding of the 
Derbyshire forces, which money was to be repaid out of the compo- 
sition of delinquents' estates in the said county. 

Sir John Coke the younger was one of those nine Commissioners 
who, when King Charles I. was delivered by the Scots into the hands 
of the English, were appointed to receive and take charge of his 
Majesty during his custody at Holdenby House, in the county of 
Northampton. In Sir Philip Warwick's Memoirs, we find that the 
Commissioners carried his Majesty to Holdenby rather as their prisoner 
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than their prince, and, though he had from those lords and gentlemen 
that attended him a respect which exceeded not his present condition, 
yet he passed it by. However, he distinguished the duty of Sir J. 
Holland, Sir John Coke, and Major-General Brown from those who 
less observed him. 

Though, whilst at Holdenby, the King was strictly watched, the 
usual honours of royalty were observed towards him. His household 
was maintained with splendour, the ceremonies of the Court exactly 
adhered to, and, on the part of the resident Commissioners nothing in 
their department was wanting in etiquette and respect, and they lived 
upon very good terms together. Sometimes the King invited them to 
accompany him in his walks ; sometimes he played at chess or bowls 
with them, always treating them with marked attention, and seeking 
their society. The Commissioners, at the King's own request, con- 
tinued their attendance upon him until his escape from Hampton 
Cpurt. 

He sold to Sir William Boothby the manor of Ashbourne, which 
had been granted by King Charles I. to William Scriven and Philip 
Eden, and by them conveyed to his father. Sir John Coke, 

His letters to his father, which are preserved at Melbourne, are 

full of interest, and couched in terms of the highest regard. His 

J descriptions of the times are novel and interesting, for there was 

scarcely a particle of news, either political or military, which he 

* did not transmit to Melbourne, and scarcely any man of rank or 
standing in Parliament who, in some way or other, did not come 

I within reach of his pen. His letters on business are simple, plain, 

\ and easy of construction, becoming a man of business, and yet he 

' must have been a polished scholar, as his frequent quotations from 

j the best Greek and Latin authors, and allusions to them, abundantly 

I testify. In a letter of April 17th, 1641, he writes of Lord Strafford's 

i trial :— 

i 

.. "The King U every day present at the trial, but looks pale and dejected. — The Earl of 

Strafford's chief hope ia in the lords ; but if the bill pass that honse, there will be danger of hii 

• Majeatie's assent. — The Carl of Strafford looks well and chearfalljr. — Mr. Lane declared this day, 
that he had never advised with his council conceming xay matter of fact, and that the law he 
had offered was wholly bis own — doubtless he hath made a very able defence of himself, and 
his personal worth is very hardlye to be equalled. Hee walks dailye in the Tower, singing of 
psalms, and be concludes his defence in ibis manner, and be your neighbours judgement for 



lite or detlbe, n Dtum laudamui, U Dtmbmm unfittmHr. The Earic of Nortbumbtrtand and 

Lord Conway have resigned their conunaiideE 7bc Earl of Holland is made General of the 

armr, and Colonel, ^ring his tjeut. -General in the place of the Earl of Str*Bbrd." 

Sir John Coke did not vote on Lord Strafford's trial. He describes 
the times as full of danger and alarm, and desires his father not to. 
send his letters too often by the same messenger, that suspicion might 
not be excited. The old Sir John alludes with pleasure to his works 
in his garden at Melbourne, and approved of his dividing " his gal- 
lerie." In his house Baxter wrote his "Saints' Rest." He writes; — 

" The second book which I wrote was thai called ' Sainis' Everlasting Rest.' While I was 
in health I had not the least Ihoughls of writing books, or in serving God in amy mote gniblic way 
than thai of preaching ; but when 1 was weakened with bleeding, and left solitary in my chamber 
at Sir John Coke's in Dcrbyihirc, without any acquainlance but my sarmnt about me, and was 
sentenced to death by my phpicians, 1 began to contemplate more leiiously the EveiUiling Rest 
which I apprehended mytelf just on the borders of; and, that my IhooghU rainht not be scattered 
loo much in my meditation, I began to wiJle something upon that subject, intending but a tennon 
or two; but being continued long in ^ickneu, where I bail no poor or belter employment, I 
fallowed it on till it was enlarged to the bulk in which it is now published." 

Sir John Coke rcmdincd at Melbourne Hall after his father liad 
left, in consequence of the Civil War. He wrote to him on January 
30th, 1642 : — 

" I aui very sorry th.it the cause of your removal (■'om Mellioume continueth slill, the troubles 
ralhei increasing than otherwise, and I am very glad that by jour absence yon were freed from tbi; 
lioul'le of those two nights the soldiers quojlcitd in your house, at which time a* I hear you were 
eKcceding beholding to the care and respects uf Sir William Breretoa Ibr preserriiig your house 
from the further disorder of the sol(Ucr& Terlups some otiieri might have been well contented to 
have seen much more hurt done." 

. In another letter, to his brother Thomas Coke, of June 20th, 1643, 
he wrote: — 

"Sir John Beaumont lay at Ashby wiili iioo men. — On Monday following, on their way to 
Dsby, they pulled up all the rails about Uerby IlilU with the stumps and destroyed them with 
fite, set lire lo the mill at Caike, and digged down part of the mill dam in a very hostile manner. 
—As loon as 1 heard I took my hone and rode to ihcm, and found that no officeii n ere with iheui, 
except two of inferior r»ot, who look no notice to letlrain them.~l instantly proclaimed 10 them 
in Ibe King's name, that they should desist at their pciil, aod then returned home. — But not know- 
ing where l!ic mischief might end, I fell lo aiming the bouse for my defence, anj not -mthout caiite, 
for OS soon as I was departed they threatened to bum llic house, and placed their men upon the 
Chamhill as if they were drawing that way. They, however, probably bearing of oar prcparatiotu, 
cnterprlied no tnorc against the town." 

On June 2Cth Colonel Lumford's regiment lay at Ashby, and it 
appears that they Uireatened Sir John Coke with the loss of his life, 



66 COKE OF TRUSLEY. 



but "with the assistance of several brave officers he escaped their 
malice." 

Sir John Gell seems to have been the cause of much trouble round 
Melbourne, and the inhabitants addressed a petition to Derby stating 
that "we dare not come to your market to sell our commodities," 
and prayed "to be preserved from those sufferings from which we are 
threatened, if we yield not obedience to their unlawful taxations, and 
the great oppressions of Sir John Gell.*' 

The following extracts froni the Household Books at Melbourne 
show the tastes and expenses of country gentlemen in Sir John Coke's 
time : — 

'* A long Pern wig ... .. ... ... ... £27 o o 

A long Perriwig, verie £ure ... ... ... ... 30 o o 

A CAmpAign wig ... •• ... ... ... 11 o o 

Two tiding Perokes ... ... ... ... ... 600 

Nine dUmonde buckles for a stomacher... ... ... 207 o o 

Nine Tags ... ... .•• ... ... ... s^ o o 

Brilliante ring round the bodye ... ... ... 75 o o 

Masquerading habit ... ... ... ... ... 23 o o 

Embroidering a birthday suite ... ... ... ... 30 o o" 

The Secretary and his son, Sir John, were both fond of hawking, and 
kept several " castes " of falcons. Briggs, in the " History of Melbourne," 
writes : — • 

'* Pretty indeed must have been the sight, on some fine dear morning, to haje watched 
the old Secretary, with his son and daughter, setting out for their pleasant diversion, the two 
former mounted on their favourite steeds, the lafter on her snow-white palfry, (bearing, per- 
chance, a merlin on her wrist), whilst behind them lingered, at a convenient distance, some 
sturdy falconer, dressed in his light green dress, imd bearing his fidcons ready hooded for 
the flight. Melbourne Common, firom its open character, would afford a fine field for this 
pursuit, for there the eye, uninterrupted by bush or tree, could discern the graceful hobby 
make his arrowy sweep, or the nobler peregrine strike down his feathered quarry." 

Sir John Coke the younger died at Paris in 1650, having, it is sup- 
posed, left the country after the execution of Charles I. 
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THOMAS COKE, and son of Sir 
John Coke, of Melbourne and Totten- 
ham High Cross. Buried in Melbourne 
Church, August 23rd, 1656. 



fj^ 



MARY, dau. of. Pope, Esq., 

of Wosterton or Wolferston, co. Salop. 
Buried March 7th, 1656, in the chancel 
of Melbourne Church. 



I Coke, hi* heir. See page 69. 



Thomas Coke was a man of considerable political ability, of decisive 
character, and one who acted according to the dictates of his own judg- 
ment, fearless of consequences. Living in the unsettled times of the 
Civil Wars, and when partisanship ran high in his own neighbourhood, 
he seems to have taken rather an active part on behalf of his Sovereign ; a 
line of conduct which caused him many enemies and some disasters, and 
which was undoubtedly a barrier to his political advancement. There is 
much to admire in his bold and vigorous character. He chose to espouse 
the cause of the King, and subject himself to those persecutions which it 
was evident must be the result, rather than adopt the cause of the then 
triumphant Commonwealth, by which he might have secured to himself 
both emolument and advancement. 

In 1640 he was one of the members for the town of Leicester. He 
was soon in trouble with the majority in the Commons, and his mother-in- 
law writes, June 13, 1640 — 

" My Sonne Thomas had ligh! to have been ient to the Tower this week for EpeakiDg for 
Bishops, but when Ihey gave him leave to expUin himself, they leA him klone." 

His uncle, George Coke, was one of the Bishops ivhose cause he took 
up. On another occasion, as mentioned in Sir Simon D'Ewes' works, he 
was commanded to withdraw from the House, after citing a precedent 
against the Bill for settling the Militia, having said, "that one Hexcy. in 
the Parliament, anno 20 Richard IL, brought in a Bill against the King's 
prerogative of far less consequence than this, he was therefore condemned 
as a traitor." 

In 164s he was expelled the House. This, however, was honourable 
to himself: the cause is thus explained in the Parliamentary History. In 
the list of the House of Commons during the Long Parliament occurs 
this passage ; — 

" Leicester: Thoinu Coke, Esq., disabled Jan. a*^. 1645, for deserting ilic service of the 
House I being in Ihe King's quarien, and ulhering lo that psrty. Sep. 30, 164J." 

He seems after bis dismissal to have incurred the displeasure of the 
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Parliament more deeply, probably by some bold avowal of principles or 
vigorous line of conduct. Sir Arthur Hazlerig reports from the Council 
of State — 

"That Thoma! Coke Esq., being spprtlieDded and brought Iwfore the Counctl, bikI iIiltc 
chirgcd \Tilti high lieuon, both upon infarma.tioii receiverl out of Scotland concerninc bini, nnd 
also by tcitimon]' taken upon oath before the Council j that he was committed to the custody of 
■he Scrgeaiit's man, from whom he made an escape, that the Council hath taken order for the 
present pursuit of him ; and tor that the Council conceive* him b very dangerous person, and raie 
priacipally trusted and employed by th? eneniies of the Commonwealth ; it is therefore the opinloo 
of this Council, that it be offered to the Parliament, that they would publish a proclamation for 
hit apprehension, and propose a reward to luch as shall bring him In, and set a penally npon 
those who shall nitlingly receive, harbour, or conceal him, and that they will also give some order 
concerning his Mtaie." 

An Act was then passed declaring Thomas Coke, Esq., a traitor, unless 
he stirrcndcred himself to the Sergeant-at-Arms, in order to take his trial, 
within four days from 20th March, 1650. And £500 reward was offered 
to those who should give him up. 

In 1655 there was an ordinance by the Parliament for the decima- 
tion of the Cavaliers, whereby all who had borne arms for Charles I., or 
declared themselves in his interest, were to pay the tenth part of their 
estates that were left to support the charge of the Common weal t!i, without 
regard to future compositions, or any articles upon which they surrendered. 
Amongst those who submitted to these terms was Thomas Coke, of Mel- 
bourne, Esq., who paid the sum of jC2,200. In the list of the lords, 
knights, and gentlemen who compounded, comprising the richest and best 
descended men in Derbyshire at that period, and amounting to forty in 
number, there arc only two individuals who paid a larger sum than he. It 
is evident then that, whatever might have been his misfortunes, in many 
respects he still ranked amongst the richest of the country gentlemen of 
the county ; and it is gratifying to reflect that, after a life of political 
storm and tempest, he ended his days in peace and tranquillity. After 
living a short time at Melbourne he retired to Tottenham High Cross, and 
died there, but was buried at Melbourne, August 23rd, 1656. His wife 
was also buried at Melbourne, March 7, 1656-7. 

A letter from Thomas Coke to his brother. Sir John, gives an inter- 
esting account of the brighter daj's of Charles's Court. It is written from 
Gray's Inn, October 17th, 1633 : — 

" Wc want your Companie here this .\mas to doe our soGictye credit. — No law studied in the 
Inns of Couil, all turned dancing schools, — There came a desire from llie ICing about a fortuighi 
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ago, lo the Inns cr Court by my Lord Keeper, that the gentlemen of the Honouniile Inns would 
shewe tbenuelvei U Court by the prttentation of a muke, which detire wn^ suddeolye announced 
and speedilye concIude<1 upon. — There are four mailers of every Iqo of Court appointed, and 
twenty five genllemen of every House, ui all one liuii<Iml, to attend the maskers to the Court, 
upon eight hortcs out of the King's stables, nil in tmppines as galbntlye accoutred as can be 
imagined, with plumes, and with four or six men on each «ide of their horse, the maskers come 
after in chariots ; this, all the talke of the town, now drowns alt other neits in the Inns of Court. 
— Hie labor hoc opus est. — The emulation tliat will be between the Innt of Court and the 
courtiers, you may casilic imagine. — Rut all my fear ii, that we shall give them just cause of 

jeering ns by reason of our wcakc performance Who is the Poet, or who malcci her 

Majettj dance, I do not understand— you shall know by the next ..I thought (joode to 

acqoaint you with all the news 1 hear in London, as I think it amy be delighlFul to you in n solitary 
cold country.— .\11 your friends are well here." 

The "solitary cold country" alluded to was Sclston, where Sir Jolin 
Coke was stopping after his marriage there. It is somewhat of a dreary 
spot even in these days. 



COLONEL JOHN COKE of Mel- 
bourne, son and heir of Thomas Coke. 
Bom, 1653. Died at Geneva, 169a. 
iiltat 39. 



-" MARV, daughter and heir to Sir 
']'l)Ofuas Leventhorpe, of Hertfordshire, 
Buried at Melbourne, 2nd January, 1681. 



.. Tiio>tAs Coke -, boni February 19th, 1674, his lieir. .Scu page 73. 
I. John Coke ; bairisici-al-kw. Died reliruaty, 1736. 
3. Fttancis COKB ; bora Jane jtd, and died an infant, June I7lh, 16S0. 



4. Elizabeth ; born February yh, 1676-7. Died 1739, agcil 63. 
' - * -"-' '-■- "—Saw, of Panslowes. CO. Essex, " 

n Balking chwch. 



I 5. Makv ; married John Fanshaw, of Fanslowes, c< 



Eb(i. Hedied in iG()9. There 

I 6. Alice; married on April t2th, ijii', at Melbourne, Robert llardlnge. Esq., of Kind's 

Newton Itall. 'iTie Uit of his race who resided at Nettlon, and had no itsue. 
I 7. DOKOTHV ; hom Match lotb, 1679. Buried at Melbourne^ May 4th, same year. 



This John Coke lived at Melbourne, and there are many entries of 
his children in the parish registers. Hoth Ins parents died when he was 
only three years old. At twenty he married the heiress of Sir Thomas 
Leventhorpe, and became possessed of considerable property in Hcrtford- 
sliire, and also tlie representative of that ancient family, which was 
originally of Leventhorpe Hall, in Yorkshire. This branch seated itself 
in Hertfordshire in the reign of Richard IL Two members of it were 
Sheriffs of Hertfordshire and Essex in ist and 17th of King Henry VII. 
Sir John Leventhorpe, who was High ShcrifTof the first-named county in 
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the I itli year of James I., was grandfather of Mary, At Melbourne Hall 
is preserved a beautiful parchment roll, which came into the family when 
Mary Levcnthorpe married Colonel Coke. The arms of the different 
members are richly emblazoned, and the alliances properly traced. The 
head of the roll runs thus : 

" The l.lesccnl, Malches and Arms of the FamDy of Leventhorpe of Heitroidshire, since il 
branched from Levenlhoipe Hall, Voiksbire, which was in j* 15''' yeate of King Richard II." 

John Coke represented the borough of Derby in several Parliaments, 
and appears to have taken no inconsiderable part in political matters. 
The following spirited anecdote is related of him : — In the year 1685, when 
James II., contrary to the Act of Parliament then extant, required tlie 
test to be taken by every one possessed of a public office, and told the 
Commons that, instead of the Militia, he should employ a standing army, 
in which it was well known he had appointed a great many Roman 
Catholic officers, the House of Commons voted an address to his Majesty 
remonstrating against the illegality of his purpose. This address was 
very ill received by that despotic prince, and his determination was 
re-asserted in violent expressions. 

" The Commons," says Huine, " were so daunted with (his reply, that Ihcy kepi silence a 
long time ; and when Coke, member for Derby, rose up and said, ' I hope we are all Englishmen, 
and not to be frightened with a few hard words," so little spirit appeared in that assembly, often 
so refractory and mutinous, that they scat him to the Tower for bluntly expressing a free and 
generous 91 



William Allestrey was his colleague at this time, and he was again 
returned as member for the Borough In the ist of William and Mary, in 
conjunction with the Hon, A. Gray. 

He also displayed considerable skill in military affairs. In the Revolu- 
tion of 168S, which placed William III. on the throne, he was of essential 
assistance to the Duke of Devonshire, raising a troop of horse by his own 
exertions. He was promoted to the rank of colonel, from which circum- 
stance he is usually described in the family documents of the Melbourne 
branch as " Colonel Coke." Mary, his wife, and Francis, his younger son, 
died at Melbourne ; but Colonel Coke travelled beyond the seas, in hopes 
to recover his health, and died at Geneva in 1692, aged thirty-nine. His 
wife died eight years after their marriage, and is buried in the chancel 
at Melbourne. 

At Melbourne Hall are two pictures of Colonel Coke, and two of his 
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wife, and a large family piece of their seven children ; Francis, who 
died in infancy, being represented as a cherub. There are also four 
pictures of the Leventhorpe family. 

Elizabeth, or as she Was usually styled. Mistress Betsy Coke, the 
eldest daughter of Colonel Coke, inherited, perhaps to a greater extent 
than any other, the singular beauty which marked the female members of 
the family, and her two portraits at Melbourne Hall excite general 
admiration. She never married, but was a "second mother" to her 
brother's children (Thomas Coke, the Vice-Chamberlain), after the death 
of his first wife. She was evidently a thoroughly good, amiable, kindly, 
domesticated woman. She looked after her brother's affairs, and was 
very useful to him, being clever in all matters of business, from the 
management of his elections to the brewing of his beer. She died at her 
sister's, Mrs. Fanshawe's, house, 5 th September, 1739, aged sixty-three, and 
was buried, by her own wish, in the churchyard of St Mary's, Hadley, 
Middlesex, where the following inscription was placed on her gravestone, 
under the Coke arms, in a lozenge. 

" Undemetth this monomeat lyeth the Body of Elizabeth Coke, second Daughter of John 
Coke, Esq., of Melbonme, in the County of Derby, and Mary his wife only Daughter of 
Sir Thomas Leventhorpe of Shingle Hall in the county of Hertford. She died on the ^ day 
of September, 1739, aged 63 years, and was by her own orders intered here." 

Twenty years afterwards her niece, Susanna Fanshawe, was buried 
near the same spot 
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MARY, daughter of 
Philip, EarlofChesterfielA 
Married 1698. Died in 
London, January 
1703-4. Buried at 
boume, January 
• 703-4. 

First ivife. 



Me!- 



RlCHT HOXOITRABLE- 

THOMAS COKE, son 
and heir of John Coke of , 

Melbourne. Vice-Chani- 
bertain to Queen Anne ; 
also to George I., and a 
Privy Councillor. Bom 
Februaiyi()th,i674, Died 
May nth, 1717. Buried 
at Melbourne, May asth, 



Hon. MARY HALE, 
sister of Bernard Hale, 
Esq., of Gray's Inn. She 
was one of the Maids of 
Honour to Queen Anne. 
and a most admired and 
accomplished woman. 
Second wife. 



ilu'd Birenel, January 37U1, 1755. 



The Right Honourable Thomas Coke was born at Melbourne, and was 
baptized there February ig, 1674-5. Having the misfortune to lose their 
parents whilst under age, he and the rest of the family were committed to 
the charge of Walter Burdett. of Knowle Hills, second son of Sir Robert 
Burdett, of Foremark. He was educated abroad under Monsieur 
Chauvois, of Rotterdam. In 1698 he married, at Reptou, Lady Mary 
Stanhope, daughter of the Earl of Chesterfield. She died six years after 
her marriage (1704}, and appears to have been a most amiable and 
valuable character. His second wife. Miss Hale, was one of the Maids 
of Honour to Queen Anne; a woman of most remarkable beauty and 
rare accomplishments. Her portrait is preserved at Melbourne Hall, and 
was apparently taken in the bloom of womanhood. She appears to have 
been a great favourite with the Duchess of Marlborough (wife of the great 
duke), who describes her " as a very pretty young woman, and of a vcrie 
good family." Swift says in his Journal to Stella, August gtli, 171 1, 
" Mr. Coke, the Vice-Chamberlain, made me a long visit this morning, but 
tlie ' toast,' his lady, was imforlunately engaged to Lady Sutherland." 
She was also on terms of friendship with the poet Gay, who was much 
about Court, and received instances of Court favour. 

Mr. Coke was Vicc-Chamberlain to Queen Anne, and member for 
Derbyshire with Lord Hartington in the reign of William III., and again 
with Mr. Curzon three times in Queen Anne's reign. Lord Chesterfield. 
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writing to his daughter, Lady Mary Coke, complains of his own son, 
Wootton Stanhope, and wishes that he was like her husband, Mr. Coke, 
adding, 

"If, in his place, I had a. son like yanr fausbsnd, I should tiave gone out of ttie world 
with the B»ti«fnction of beliving that I had left ime liehind me who would malic one of the 
gte&test mcQ in England." 

Mr. Coke was tall in stature, of a handsome person and address, was 
reckoned extremely agreeable, and had a charm of manner that disarmed 
enmity, however bitterly expressed. Hi.s society was much sought by the 
wits and fine gentlemen of the day ; with Lord Bolingbroke particularly 
he was on terms of the greatest intimacy, and with the great Duke and 
Duchess of Marlborough he was well acquainted. Pope, who spared no 
one in his satirical poems, is said to have described the Vice-Chamberlain 
as " Sir Plume " in the '* Rape of the Lock." 

" Sir Plume, of amber muff-box justly vtun, 
And the nke conduct of a clouded cane, 
With caincst eyej aod nnmd, unthinking lace. 
Me lirst the snuff-box opened — Ihcn Ihc case." 

Thomas Coke has been well described " as a star of the first magni- 
tude in the family horizon." 

In 1710 he offered himself as representative for Derbyshire, but was 
defeated by Sir Godfrey Clarke, When the election was turning against 
him, it was said that his presence would have decided the contest in his 
favour, but he could not be persuaded to appear until it was too late ; 
" yet it was wonderful to see how his presence, when he came, could 
engage." To his relations he appears to have been particularly kind and 
affectionate. He died rather suddenly, after a few days' illness, on Sunday, 
May I ith, 1727, only making his will the day before. He was buried at 
Melbourne, in the chancel of tJie church, but there is no monument to 
mark the spot where his ashes repose. When digging a grave in late 
years, the vault was found, but it was not opened. Being an admirer of 
the Fine Arts, he possessed a valuable collection of paintings, which at his 
death was sold by auction. He also displayed great taste in gardening ; 
his friend Dr. Stratford wrote to him ; 

"Vun may now have leisure la finish your fine ganlcm, aud when Ibey are done lo tit 
in security under your own i-incs and fig-trees." 



»4 



COKE OF TRUSLEY. 



It is probable much of the lovely gardens at Melbourne Hal! are the 
result of his work and taste. The followiag interesting description of these 
gardens is taken from "The Stately Homes of England," by Llewellynn 
Jewitt and S. C. Hall, 1877 : 

" The GBTdens and Groiinda of Melbourne H»ll are its chier atlractlons. They are » 
curious and elegant relic of the old style or horticulture, which was brought Trom Holland by 
William III., consisting of groves, Toontains, statoes, &c., and are oi the most strikingly 
peculiar character. In one place, on entering, the visitor finds himself in the Lover's Walk, a literal 
tunnel formed of aged yew-trees, arched and neit«l, and intergrown one with another, only here and 
there pierced by light la another he finds himself by the side of a basin, in the centre of which a 
fountain is ever playing ; while in its clear waters roagniliceat cttrp are lazily swimming or basking 
in the sun. In another place he comes upon a 'cool grot'^ mineral spring, over which 
is erected a charming rustic grotto of spars, shells, stalactites, and other natural objects. The 
Uwn in &ont of the mansion is laid out in omamental beds, lillei! with the choiceat flowers, and 
doited over with groups, single figures, vases, &c., of fine sculpture, of which it may \x interesting 
to note that the pair of black figures only cost, abont the year l63c>, ^30, and llie Perseus and 
Andromeda /'4S. At the opposite side of the grounds from the house is an alcove of elaborate 
design in wrought iron, bearing the arms of Coke. The Scotch firs which form the background of 
the gardens were planted in the time of William HI., the trunks being, in many instances, So feet 
in height, and 13 or 14 feet in circumference. One of these Scotch firs, which fell in 1875, was 
known to fjc i^eyearsold; and its dimensions were cxtniordinary. Leading in 1 soulh-eastetly 
direction from the parterred lawn, the gardens become entirely changed in character, and the visitor 
wanders through sylvan w.-ilks, bounded on either side by impenetrable yew hedges, which intersect 
each other in every direction, at every turn coming upon a line piece of sculpture, or rippling 
stream, or bubbling fountain. One of the walks leads to a gentle eminence at the junction of 
Ibree splendid glades, with gigantic lime hedges, in the centre of wtuch is placed the enormotu 
bronied vase of lead — one of the finest pieces of modelling in eiistence — called the "Seasons," 
which, with another exquisite, though plainer, vase placed in close continguily, was presented by 
Queen Anne to her Vice- Chamberlain, Thomas Coke. On the pedestal is the monogram, 
'T, C.,' of the Thomas Coke to whom they were given. 

"The Terrace Walk, formed so as to overlook the magnificent lake, is a pleasant and 
favourite promenade for visitors, and commands some charming views of the grounds, the lake, the 
church, and neiglibourhood. 

" The Lake, or Pool, as it is commonly called, is nearly twenty-two acres in cxteni, and is 
be»ntifiiUy wooded on its banks, and, with its island, the swans which are always sailing 00 its 
Eorface, and the pleasure boats frequently gliding about, forms a beautiful picture from whatever 
point it is viewed. The gardens, it may be added, cover an extent of neatly twenty acres of 
ground ; and it is worth noting that on Ihe wall near the Conservatory and the Muniment Room is 
the finest and hiTgest Wistaria in exislence — its extent along the wall being nu less than two 
hundred and sixty-four feel." 

Wlien Thomas Coke, the Vice-Chamberlain, came into possession of 
Melbourne, he altered and enlarged some parts of the old house, built 
others, and left the hall as it at present stands. The Coke arms are carved 
on many parts of the building. In the hall are two portraits of Thomas 
Coke, some of tlie Chesterfield family, two of Mary, his first wife, and two 
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of Miss Hall, his second wife. Also two fine portraits of Queen Anne, 
Prince George of Denmark, and George I.' 

Thomas Coke, on ist August, 1714, signed the Proclamation calling 
George I. to the Throne, at the death of Queen Anne. 



GEORGE LEWIS COKE, 
Se only son of the Right Hon. Thomas Coke, was bom 28th March, 1715. 
His father died when he, George Lewis, was but twelve years old, and 
during the minoritj' his uncle had the management of affairs: he 
appears to have done this with great skill, and given the youthful heir an 
excellent education. He bouglit the property of King's Newton for his 
nephew of Mrs. and Miss Harding, after a long trial in Chancer}-. Geoi^c 
Le\vis Coke was sent to Oxford in 1732, and in 1734 he set out on his 
travels, accompanied by his tutor, Mr, J. L. Pasteur, full of joy and spirits, 
and in a disposition to make right use of them. He visited Rome, Naples, 
Venice, and returned by Vienna, Flanders, and Paris, "Travelling," says 
his uncle, "agrees with him in ali respects, but his curiosity will cost him 
money," He never married, but paid his addresses to a young lady at the 
time of his death, which occurred when he was abroad, January 14th, 1750, 
at the age of thirty-five. His body was conveyed to Melbourne and 
buried in the chance! of the church, but without any epitaph. 

With George Lewis Coke died this branch of the family, which had 
had a most distinguished existence of five generations since it parted from 
the main line. His sister, Charlotte, became sole heiress to his wealth and 
estates. She had previously married Matthew Lamb, who was created 
Baronet January 27th, 1755. He died November 6th, 1768, and was 
buried at Hatfield. Their son, Sir Peniston Lamb, was elevated to the 
Peerage of Ireland, June 8th, 1770, and was created Viscount Melbourne, 
of Melbourne, county Derby, January nth, 1781, deriving his title from 
the estate which had been acquired by his father's marriage with the repre- 
sentative of this branch of the Coke family. He died July 22nd, 1828, 
being succeeded by his son William, as second viscount, who, after holding 
many important posts, became Prime Minister in 1834, which place he 
retained (with only one short interruption) until 1841. Being Premier at 
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the time of the Queen's accession to the throne, Lord Melbourne became 
the confidential adviser and virtual guardian of his youthful sovereign, and 
how happily, ably, and conscientiously he discharged the duties of his 
position is best illustrated by the testimony which even his political 
opponents have borne to his success. In his portraits the Coke type of 
features, which he inherited from his grandmother, may be strongly traced, 
he having been very like some of the present generation. His lordship 
died in 1848, when the title passed to his brother, at whose death it became 
extinct. The Melbourne property then passed to his sister, the Hon. 
Emily Mary, who married, first (in 1805), Earl Cowper, and secondly (in 
1839), to the late Prime Minister, Viscount Palmerston ; she died nth 
September, 1869. The estate is now the property of Earl Cowper. 

*^ It is a somewhat curious circumstance, and one worth noting, that 
Melbourne Hall became the ^eat, within twenty years, of two Prime 
Ministers, and the titles of each. Lords Melbourne and Palmerston, have 
become extinct." 



The Line of George Coke, Bishop of Hereford. 
GEORGE COKE, 5th son of Richard = JANE, daughter of William, son of Sir 



Coke of Trusley. (See page 8.) Born 
3rd October, 1570. Bishop of Bristol, 
1632, and of Hereford, 1636. Died loth 
December, 1646. -^tat 76. 



Clement Heigham, of Heigh am, co. 
Suffolk. 



1. Richard Coke, B.D., of Suckley, his heir. See page 82. 

2. John Coke, A.M., was Rector of AVhitbom and Ross, in the county of Hereford, and 
Prebendary of Moreton Magna. He was deprived of the former of these livings by the 
Committee of Hereford, 24th September, 1646, as related by Walker in his '' Sufferings 
of the Clergy ;" but so warmly were his flock attached to their pastor that forcible 
means were ultimately resorted to to dispossess him, ''because the parish would not 
otherwise part with him." The alleged crimes were scandal, and being an incendiary 
against the Parliament. At his other living, which was part of Ross, and worth /'250 
per annum, he was succeeded by the famous Mr. Tombs. He lived, however, to be 
restored ; and died at Whitbourn in a good old age, leaving no surviving issue. His 
widow, Eleanor, at her death bequeathed the property to his nephew, Heigham, the son 
of Richard Coke of Suckley. His first wife was Joyce, daughter of WilHam Cliffe of 
Great Whitley, in the county of Worcester. 

3. William Coke, of Quistmoor, ancestor of the Cokes of Lemore. See page iio.^ 

4. Thomas Coke ; died unmarried, 1636. 

George Coke was bom 3rd October, 1570 ; educated at Pembroke Hall, 
Cambridge, and was Rector of Bygrave, in Hertfordshire. In 1632 he 
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was consecrated Bishop of Bristol, which see he filled for four years, 
when he was translated to that of Hereford, on i8th June. 1636. He 
was one of the twelve Bishops who signed the petition and protestation 
to Charles I. and the House of Lords against any laws which should 
pass in tliat House during their forced and violent absence from it ; and, 
upon the accusation by the Commons of high treason, on December 30th, 
1641, he was, with tlie other subscribers, committed to the Tower of 
London. He was also, on 26th April, 1641, fined /3,ooo, as one of the 
members of the Convocation of the Province of Canterbury, for the 
canons made then, which the House declared to be against the right 
of Parliament 

He wrote from his confinement, April gth, 1642: "We preach daily 
in the Tower, whither flowelh such concourse of people as the chappel 
is not able to contayne them." He \vas liberated May 22nd, 1642, but 
he was still held under recognizance of ^^5,000 bail to the King to appear 
at any time within three days' warning. This term was afterwards 
extended to t\venty days, on account oT the Bishop's residence being at 
too great a distance from town for him to reach London within the 
prescribed limit. This indulgence was granted upon the application of 
Sir John Coke (the younger) and Thomas Coke, his nephews, the latter 
of whom was nearly sent to the Tower for his boldness in "speaking for 
Bishops." He expresses himself " much beholden to these gentlemen, 
who both in this my trouble have been such stay and comfort to me, 
as have given me much ease in them. I praie God requite them botli." 

Walker, in his " Sufferings of the Clergy," describes George Coke as 
" bom at Trusley, in Derbyshire, of a family that continued several 
hundred years on that estate, and that he had his education at Pembroke 
Hall, where he was taxer in the year 1605;" and further states, " when 
Colonel Birch took the city of Hereford in 1645, he rifled the good 
bishop's palace, and afterwards took up his habitation there until the 
Restoration, and, what is more, had great part of the revenues of the 
bishopric to his own use ; and to this day the manor of Whilbourn, by 
the sorry compliance of tliosc who might have prevented it, continues 
in his family. He had a temporal estate also, called Quistmoor, in the 
parish of Eardisley; this the Committee of Hereford laid their paws on, 
August I2th, 1646, and let it out to a tenant upon condition to p.iy 
to the wife and children of the said Dr. Coke such exhibition as by 
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ordinance is allowed them, provided that she nor the said Dr. himself 
do hereafter act, abet, or contrive to procure any act or thing contrary 
to the votes of the Parliament, or aid or assist the malignant party. 
This hard usage, as I am informed, hastened his death, which happened 
loth December, 1646 ; though Lloyd saith that he bore his sufferings 
with admirable calmness and serenity, and adds 'that he was a pious 
and learned man.' He appears also to have been a meek, grave, and 
quiet man, much beloved by those who were subject to his jurisdiction." 
He married Jane, daughter of William, son of Sir Clement Heigham, 
of Heigham, a family which takes its name from a hamlet of Gaseley, 
in Suffolk, where they had for a long time held considerable posses- 
sions. There is, however, no uninterrupted pedigree of the family, 
except from the time of Richard Heigham, who died in 1340." John 
Weever, in "Ancient Funeral Monuments," 163 1, says, at 

"Thomage there is a faire Tombe under which lieth buried Anne Lady and Wife of Sir 
Clement Heigham, Knight, who. died .... ^Etatis 84." "Heigham a towne in Suftolke, which 
gives name to this worthy very ancient family of Heigham. Michael, Lord Montaigne, in his 
Essay of Glory, writes that his Ancestors have been sumamed Higham ; I have no name, saith he, 
that is sufficiently mine : of two I have, the one is common to all my race, yea, and also to others. 
There is a family at Paris, and other at Montpsllier, called Montaigne, another in Brittany, and one 
in Zamtoigne, sumamed de la Montaigne. The removing of one only Sillable may so confound our 
webbe, as I shall have in their glory, and they perhaps a part of my shame. And my Ancestors 
have hertofore been sumamed Higham, or Hyquem a surname which also belongs to a house well 
knowne in England." 

« 

The Parish Register of Eardisley, " beginninge A.D. 1630," records that 
" George Cooke late Lord Bishopp of Hereford was burryed the ffiveteenth 
day of December A.D. 1646." A brass plate with the following brief 
inscription was placed in this church : — 

. " Hie jacet Reverendus in Christo Pater, Dpminas, 
Georgius Couceus, Dominus Episcopus Herefordensis 
Obiit Decimo Sepultus Decimo quinto die Decembris 
Anno Sui Jesu 1646 ^tatis su» 76. 
Jam licet in occiduo cinere Resurgam." 

On the Restoration a handsome cenotaph was raised in Hereford 
cathedral to his memory. It was surmounted with three armorial shields, 
containing the arms of Coke, the see of Hereford, and Coke impaled with 
Heigham. Over the Bishop's effigy was a Latin inscription, on two tablets, 
in the verbose and inflated style of the period, and which, as aptly observed 
by a late learned dignitary of the Church, is " indeed composed in the most 
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unchastiscd spirit of the Restoration;" yet, after due allowance has been 
made for the times in which it was written, there can be little doubt that 
he was a man of distinguished learning and ability, of great firmness and 
discretion, and of singular piety. The translation given below was written 
by Francis Hodgson, late Provost of Eton. A perusal of the original, to 
the Christian classic, is a matter of considerable interest ; for by him alone 
can the forcible and happy expression of " Sui Je.su," and the concluding 
sentence, "VERBO UNICO SED LATISSIMO SEMPER PRONUNTIASSE, RB- 
SURGAM," be fully appreciated. 

"Hear, Traveller, or behold him, who !.« no longer heard. Lenm hu tii^nulir sense of 
Discipline. The Frotoljpe tus impressed upon the statue Ihe Image of his PetsoD. See him 
teaching a more woodertDl God, healing by Ihe .Shadow of Peler, dividing the waten by the 
Vonder-woTking mantle of Elijah, (but) not a tnicr God than in this Ituth-tclling Imaee. If you 
do not believe the teacher, believe him who cxpeiienced that * Godliness hath the promise of Ihii 
life, as well as of that which i^ to come.' 

" He eiperieaced it who taught it. this Fieble full of (76] yean^ bappy in b pious and fruitful 
Wife, happy in his mairiage chnin, every day more pleasing, and in the torch brighter every day, 
above the torch of Hymen. In his thre« Sacerdotal Sons, ttnd four Sons who were Laymen, hot 
Ihcotogically pioos—fuller of God than of hope inasmuch as Blled with the assurance of faith, and 
inspired by the Deity, he so lived as possessing \\Xt in patience, and death in desire ; wishing to die 
the death which he hardly felt ; and at soon as he was dead feeling himielf immortal. 

" Oh day to be Actalled above all length of years (he tenth day of December after the tenth 
year of hii Episcopal 1'ranslation. In the year of his Saviour 1646 [he must auspicious day of his 
Translation into Eternity on that birthday of his Glory A\tA the Anget of the Church of Hereford, 
endowed on the Mine with an cquilily to the Angels." 

The second tablet contains : — 

'• Emulous Posterity will be interested as we hope, in knowing that, which, if men were 
silent, ilie stones would proclaim, that the excellent and venerable old man Gearge Coke, Lord 
Bishop of Bristol first, then of Hereford, ennobled bis generoua birth with every instance of Virtue 
worthy of his Ancestors, through their series prolonged from arai, and the knightly splendour of hii 
Father, and the Family Lineage And that he was the greaiesl ornament of those who had been 
anciently well-born. 

" That he examined Divine Subjects and the highest mysteries with a diligent and severe 
mutiny, nor unravelled them only, but also taught them with a lucid peni'icacity. that he 
administered the Socied Rites suitably to Ihe worship of the Deity, and to the Piety of the 
Worshippers, trembling with most reverential awe. That be g.ive answen from the Sacred Otaclea 
to those who cotuulted him concerning Religion. That be set forth the fundamental principles of 
the English Rcformalion as doctrines to be imbibed In the inmost hearts of the Clergy and People. 
That he lived in the most incorrupt, long, and unwearied practice and exemplilication of every kind 
of purity. That be rendered and left himself by bis Mvere gravity an objett of lespccl to hit 
Fellows in the mysteries (for by that title he loved to distinguish the Clergy) and most acceptable 
to them by his bland conciliating courtesy and meekoew. 

"(IlisboUth) at length becoming infirm, and failing among our late commotinns, intestine 
tumults, and calamities of the Church, among the confessors oF the Priestly Order, impriloncd 
U^ther vriih him, not without the prerogative of pcnecuiion and conformity with Christ, that he 
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proved himself the most courageous fellow-sufferer. That as the consolation of all his sorrows, of 
his life, and of his death he constantly pronounced one but most comprehensive word (which 
was appended like a label to his most trustful lips) I shall rise again." 

About the year 1845 this monument was removed from the conspicuous 
position it occupied in the nave, by the Committee for Restoring and 
Beautifying the Cathedral. The Bishop's effigy was relegated to an 
obscure comer of one of the transepts, the marble slabs containing the 
inscriptions were placed on his breast, and the bulk of the monument, 
with its columns and heraldic carvings, was cast into a general debris of 
similar memorials of bygone days. Ih i860 the Reverend George Coke, 
then representative of the Herefordshire branch, wrote to the Dean request- 
ing to have the monument replaced as before. No attention was paid to 
his repeated requests, and the pieces were left in the crypt. 

The effigy was, however, withdrawn from its obscurity in 1875 by 
some of the Bishop's descendants in Derbyshire and Herefordshire, and 
placed on a costly, but chaste and appropriate, base -in the Fifteenth 
Century style, considered by some in elegance and simplicity as far 
superior to the old cumbrous monument. Only one of the marble 
inscription slabs was restored to its proper position over the Bishop's 
effigy ; the other, having previously been put up in another part of the 
cathedral, was not again disturbed. On the top of the canopy are two 
cherubs holding the Bishop's mitre, and heraldic shield with the Hereford 
and Coke arms ; between them lies the crozier, resting on the Bible. 
Two other heraldic shields are also introduced : the Bristol see impaled 
with Coke, and the Coke arms, with proper quarterings, impaled with 
those of the Bishop's wife, the Heigham's. 

The following modern inscription was added : — 

" In Memory of George Coke, fifth son of Richard Coke, of Tnisley, Derbyshire, and 
brother of Sir John Coke, Secretary of State to Charles I ; Bom 3"* October, 1570; Bishop 
of Bristol 1632; translated to Hereford 18^^ June, 1636 ; died IQ^^ December, 1646 ; 

" A meek, grave, a^d learned man, much beloved by those who were subjected to his 
jurisdiction. 

" In defence of the Church privileges, in the stormy period in which he was Bishop 
of this Diocese, he suffered fine and imprisonment at the hands of the Parliament. 

** This monument was restored by some of his descendants a.d. 1875." 

The good Bishop, writing of his wife in 1642, describes her as the 
"stay and support of his familie," and of her character and virtues he 
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entertained to the last the highest regard. In the same year he aaid 
"she is sixty-three years old, and ill of the ague;" and he wrote in 
great distress. " lest deathe should overtalce her, which would iall a 
heavie addition," to his other troubles and sorrows. 

A singular ring has been handed down at Lower Moor from generation 
to generation as her wedding ring. It is of massive gold with a hand, 
heart, purse, and a death's head embossed upon it, with the following 
couplet on the inner circle : — 



After Bishop Coke's death, the see of Hereford lay void for fourteen 
years, until the restoration of King Charles 11., when Michael Monk, 
Provost of Eton, and brother of the Duke of Albemarle, was consecrated, 
but died in the same year without having even visited his diocese. 

Archbishop Laud writes in his Diary of July 5th, 1644 (the seven- 
teenth day of his trial) — 

" Flere Mr. Piyn came in t^xa, ind Testifial very boldtf, thit I gave all Prefermenta, 

only to such men as were for Ceremonies, Popery Biid Arminiuiiim Tis Known I 

prel«rr«d Bishop Hall lo Eicler ; Dr. Potter (o Carliilc ; Dr. Cook (□ Bristol lirtt ; *nd then 
to Hereford and do nae of them guilty of this Cbai^ io the leuL" 

The Archbishop's annual accounts of his province, presented to the 
King at the beginning of every year, has many entries relative to 
George Coke. He says of him in 1634, when at Bristol, 



The year of his translation to Hereford, Laud reports — 

" I Rnd not mtnj thingt amiit, though the often chutgc of the Bishop which hslh of 
Ute bapned, hath done do good among them. But some pretensions there are to certain 
Customs, which, I cooccive> were belter broke than kept ; and I stuill do my best to refumi them, 
u I have opportunity, and humbly beg your Majesty's Assistance, if I want Power." 

The King writes in the margin, "which y* shall not want if you need. 
C. R." The following year, 1637, Laud states — 

" The Bishop certilies me that your Majesty's Instructiotu are in all things caiefoUy obstrred, 
and be hath used tbc utmost Diligence be can, in reclaiming Rccosauts : and inch as will not con- 
form themselve*, he hath taken a strict conrsci lo have them proceeded withal, nnd grantad ■ 
Significavis against divers." 
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In 1639 he states — 

" There is notice come to my Lord the Bishop of some Brownists which schismatically prieach 
dangerous Errours, and stir up the People to follow them. And when they hear of any Enqniiy 
made after them, they slip out into another Diocess. Bat the Bishop promises to do his 
best to order them." 

The following extracts from the Dlaiy of Archbishop Laud give a 
full account of the Bishop's troubles with the Parliament : — 

*' December 3(^1* Thursday 1641. — ^The Arch-Bishop of York & eleven Bishops more^ seat 
to the Tower for High Treason, for deUvering a Petition and a Protestation into the House, that 
this was not a free Parliament, since they could not come to Vote there, as they are bound, without 
danger of their Lives." 

" February 14; — ^An Order came^ that the twelve Bishops might put in Bail, if they would ; 
and that they should have their Hearing upon Friday, Feby. 25. They went out of tiie Tower on 
Wednesday, Feb^- 16, and were sent in again, Feb^' 17^, the House of Commons, on Wednesday 
night, protesting against their coming forth, because they were not in a Parliamentary way made 
acquamted with it." 

*< Feb. 19. 1641.— The Twelve Bishops were all at the House, and at the Bar Mr. Glin 
pressed the Charge of High Treason against them in the name of the House of Commons. The 
Bishops said not much, but their Counsel were very earnest, that they might be presently Heard: 
But they were not admitted to speak. And so the Business was put off to Thursday, Feb. 24. 
That night when the Commons were returned into their own House, there was a motion made to 
proceed against the Bishops by Bill, and not in the other Ordinary Way." 

" Mar. 4, 1641. — ^At the same time the Petition of the other ten Bishops (which were in the 
Tower) was read. After this a Committee was named to draw up a BilL" 

" Sept. I. 1642.— This day, the Bishops were Voted down in the Hcmae of Commons : and 
that night there was great Ringing and Bonfires in the City." 

"Sep. 10, 1642.— The Bishops were Voted down in the Upper House. So it seems I 
must live to see my Calling fall before me." 

« October 15, 1643.— It was Resolved that all Rents and Profiti of all Arch-Bishops, 
Bishops, Deans and Chapters, and other Delinquents should be sequestred for the Use and 
Service of the Common- Wealth." 



RICHARD COKE of Buckley, in the = MARY, daughter of John Kayse of 



county of Worcester, B.D. ; Vicar of 
Eastnor, in the county of Hereford; 
Prebendary of Bullinghope, and Chan- 
cellor of the Diocese. Son and heir to 
George Coke, Bishop of Hereford Died 
2nd January, 1681. 



Upleadin, in the county of Gloucester, 
Esq. 



J 



) I. Heigham Cokb, his heir. See page 83. 
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This Richard Coke bought the estate of Suckley. He sufiered during 
the Civil War, and was deprived of his livings, as were his two brothers. 
He is mentioned by Waiker in his " Sufferings of the Clergy," who says 
that "he lived to be restored." 



ELIZA BETH, daughter 
of Sir Wlloiighby D'Ewes, 
of Stow Langtoft Hall, in 
the counly of Suffolk, Bart. 
She died sth April, 1 705. 
Second wife. 



■- HEIGHAM COKE, son = 
and heir of Richard Coke 
of Suckley. Died 3rd 
November, 17 19. 



MARY, daughter of Sir 
Nichobs Lechmere, one 
of the Barons of the Ex- 

chciiuer. 

First \rife. 



I. D'Ewes Coke, his heir. S< 
3. Hbccham Cose. Biuied ai 
{ 3. Fbiscilla. 



epiee 84. 

Suckley, 3rd March, 17^. 



Heigham Coke, the Bishop's grandson, took his name from his grand- 
mother's family. From his second wife the name of D'Ewes has been 
borrowed instead of a Christian name in every subsequent generation. The 
Lechmere family, to which his first wife belonged, is a family of great 
antiquity, said to have migrated from tlie Low Countries, and to have 
received a grant of land, called " Lechmere's Field," in Hanley, from 
William the Conqueror. During the Civil Wars the Lechmeres were on 
the side of the Parliament The D'Ewes family is now extinct. No 
property came to the Cokes by this marriage. An intimacy between one 
of the D'Ewes and one of the Cokes seems to have existed while at the 
Temple together, and Coke lent D'Ewes small sums of money : some 
uncancelled bonds from him were in the possession of the late Mr. Coke, of 
Poole. Elizabeth, the second ivife of Heigham Coke, was a descendant of 
Sir Symonds D'Ewes, the great antiquarian, who also made verj- large 
historical and topographical collections, which are now in the CoUcge-at- 
Anns and the Bristol Museum, where there is a very curious life of Sir 
Symonds, written by himself, of which some part was published in 1845. 
He saj-s in this : — 

" 1 ever accounted il » greal outwnM biasing to be well dewraded, it being id the gift only 
of Cod and nature to bestow it ; foe (hough Kingi and Princes may advance iheir buest vaaals to 
wealth and honour, and so nuke Ihcm great and fartunate upoo a sudden, yet it lie* not in their 
power to make Ibcm anciently or nobly cxluKtcd ; and therefore such men, aflet Iheir rising, have 
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■Iwayi been obnoxious to the contempt and Ecorn of the tnilf ondeot nobility, uid the mher if 

the? have been put on by their flattereis lo pretend (o an adulterated and false extraction In 

the search and tesearchei wliich t have made of mine own, I never aimed to find out anything but 
the naked «nd simple tnilb ; I evci accounted the meanest tree duly deducted of greater value than 
all the sporious and feigned pedigrees that wit or invention could cog and frame-" 

His ancestor, Adrian D'Ewes, descended from the ancient stem of Des 
Ewes, Dynasts, or Lords, of the Duchy of Gelderland, had settled in Eng- 
land not many years after the beginning of Henry VHI., when that 
Duchy had been much wasted and depopulated by the intestine wars 
which raged between Charles the Duke thereof, Philip the Archduke, and 
Charles his son. John Weaver, in his "Ancient Funeral Monuments," 
published in 163 1, gives a full, interesting account of the pedigree and 
arms of this family. 



CATHERINE, 

daughter of Francis 
Hurt of AJderwas- 
ley, Esq. 



D'EWES COKE, Esq., son and 
heir of Heigham Coke Of Suck- 
ley and Stapenbill, and of Bumas- 
lon. Fenny Bentley, Alsop-in-le- 
Dale, Kirkby, and Pinxton, in 
right of Frances, his first wife- 
Died at Mansiield-Woodhouse, 
and buried at PinxtonC). Octo- 
ber 13rd, 1751. 



FRANCES, sth daughter 
and co-heii of ^Vllliaui 
Coke, Esq., of Trusley. 
Bom 13th June, 1703. 
(See page 45.) Manied, 
at Marston-on-Dove, Oct 
12th, 1730. 



First wife 



1. Frahcis Cok£. Bom Aogust, 1731 ; died joong. 

2. D'EwBS Coke. Bom October, 17*3 ; died young. 

3. Baludok Coke. Bora December, 1724 ; clied yoiiug. 
I 4. Gbobge Coks, his heir. See page S6. 



. Francis Cokb. Died young, 1731, 

. Richard Coke. Died young. 

, D'EwKS Coke. Born October, 1743, Hejiassed most of his life in Newfoundland, 

where be was for many years Chief Justice. He was shipwrecked off that coast, 

but his life was preserve. He married, late in life, Deborah, a daughter of Mr. 

Stokes of Birmingham, and subsequently settled at Poole, in Dorsetshire, where 

he died, Januair 17th, 1813. XxtX. 70, S.P. 
. William Coke, Bom November, 1745. Died young, Februaiy, 1746. 
■. Bridget. Married .... Thompson. She had two daughters, who at her death were 

adopted by D'Ewes Coke, and lived with him at Foole. 
. Catiiekine. Married March 30th, 1757, the Rev. J.tmes Lynom, Chaplain to Lord 

Byron, and had seven children. 
>. Jane. Married .... Beet, of Sheflteld. 
'. Elizabeth. Died young, 1741. 
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ExtradsfrOM Chunk Regislers. 
(') "Bnriili, Oct 33, IJ5I, D'EireiCoke, Esq." (FinxEon Register.) 

I') '■ 1721 Ang>. 15. Francii son of D'Ewcs Colte Esq. was hapUecd," (Tnisley Renter.) 
CI " J723 Oci. 31. D'Ewcs, son of D'Ewcs Coke Esq. litptLted." f Longford Reeiil«0 
{') ■' 1734 Dec y* II* B&Il7tlDii, son of D'Ewes Coke, baptUed." (Ttusle/ Register.) 
{'') " D'Ewes son of D'Ewcs Coke Esq. k Cutberiae bit w[re wu baptized Oct 38, 1743." 

(Kiikbf Register.) 
(') '■ Will, son of D'Ewes Coke & M" Catherine his wife lap. No». S"" 1745." (Mansfield- 

Woodhousc. ) 
(^) "WUliara son of D'Ewei Coke buried Febr. 10 1746." (Dilto.) 
{*) "Mairied the Rev. Jas. Ljoamand M" Catherine Coke, March 30'|, 1757." (Ditto.) 

D'Ewes Coke, of Suckley, son and heir of Heigham, was at one time 
the maker of the fortunes of this branch, and himself afterwards ruined it. 
He married his kinswoman, Frances Coke, the co-heiress of Trusley, and 
with her obtained Kirkby Hall, Pinxton, Fenny Bentley, Alsop-in-the- 
Dalc, part of Bumaston, &c. He possessed Suckley and other property in 
his own right. He was then opulent, but he was careless, indolent, and no 
economist. A(ter the death of his first wife, by whom he had four children, 
be married Miss Hurt, who was extravagant, and who had a second family 
of nine by him. He sold Suckley, and all his property in that part of the 
country, and came to reside on a very reduced scale at Kirkby Old Hall, 
While there he sold all the Pinxton property which it was in his power 
to sell, and destroyed for ever that influence over the parish which the 
family would otherwise have had. His tenants plundered him, and then 
bought their farms at trifling prices. D'Ewes, his only surviving son by 
his second wife, was bom in Kirkby Hall, as appears by the parish register. 
No less than seven of his children died young. From Kirkby Hall he 
removed to Mansfield-Woodhouse, where he rented a house, and where his 
youngest son was bom, in 1745. He died here, 23rd October, 1751, and 
was buried in the chancel at Pinxton. In i8ot a mural monument was 
put up in tlie chancel there by his son D'Ewes, with this inscription ; — 

" In Memory of D'Ewes Coke Esq. son of Hcighom Coke of Suckley in the County of 
WocccMer, who departed this life 33 ofOclober, 17J1, and tics buried in the Cluuiccl of ihis Church. 
He BUtricd to his first wife Frances, daughter of William Coke of Tnuley, and secondly to Catherine 
d«U£bter of Francis Hurl, Esq. of Aldcrwaslie >□ this County, by his first wife he had issue three 
ima, Bailiden, D'Ewes imd Geoigc, and two Daughters, Cathcrioc ft Jane, and by his second wife 
he had issue tbicc «aa, Cbarlo, D'Ewcs, & WiUiun, and one Daughter Bhcigct. In pious 
remcmbenuice this mooument was erected by his 5*'' K only sorviiing son, — D'Ewes, A.D. iSoi. 

His first wife was buried at Trusley, and the achievement still remains 
in that church. The shield contains : — 1 , Coke, with a star to denote his 
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house ; 2, Owen ; 3, Odingsells ; 4, Sacheverell ; s. Kirkby ; 6, Coke ; 
and his wife's arms upon an escutcheon of pretence as an heiress. On this 
shield the Coke arms contain only two crescents, the third being covered 
by the canton. Where his second wife was buried is not known. She is 
said to have resided at Doncaster after his death ; but her daughter 
Catherine was married at Mans field -Wood house in 1757. George was the 
only child who survived him by his first wife. 

There is an interesting document now at Brookhill Hall showing that 
Frances Coke took the oaths of allegiance to Geoi^e I., after the discovery 
of the conspiracy to bring in the Pretender : — 

" At the Geaersl Quarter Sessions held at Chesterfield, on the 8* day of October, 1733, bdbre 
John Evory B»rl, & Robtrt Wilmut de Osmaslon— 

" These are to certify thai (Tnuices Coke wife of D'Ewes Coke of Longford, in the said county 
E^', did at the said Quarter Sessions of the Peace, lake, repeat, and subscribe the Oaths of 
Allegiance, Supremacy and Abjuration, mentioned in a Slatutu made in the first year of the Reign 
of his present Majesty King George, entitled, an Act for the furtiier security of bia Majesty's 
person and GoTemment, and the Succession of the Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia, 
being Protestants, and for eictinguishing the Hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales, aivl his open 
and secret Abettors, and that the same is r^iitered according to the Direction of the said Act. 
"Joseph Hat\e— CI. of y Peace." 

From this document it appears that D'Ewes lived at one time at 
Longford. His third son was also baptized in that parish church, and in a 
Deed of Revocation, dated 22nd Sept., 173 1, he is also described as of 
Longford. There is also an interesting deed showing that two days before 
the marriage of D'Ewes with Frances Coke he was bound under a penalty 
of £20,coo to make a settlement of lands to the yearly value of ;f400 on 
her, after he had by the marriage got possession of her property. 



GEORGE COKE, 3rd son and heir = ELIZABETH, daughter of Rev. Seth 
to D'Ewes Coke. Bom 1725. Ellis, of Brampton, co. Derby. Bom 

Of Kirkby and Pinston. An officer in 31st August, 1727; died 1757. Buried 
the 3rd Dragoon Guards, Died 17th at Mortlake. 
November, 1759, and buried at Ken- j'Etat. 30. 

singlon. 

^taL 34. 

] 1. Rev. D'EWM Cuke, Redor of Piniion, &c His heir. Sec Mge 89. 
(')(^ 2. Geoboe Coke. Bom Xovember aist, 175° ; died In infiney, rJovember ajrd, 1750. 
(')t') I 3. Fbances. IJom August 6th, 1753; diedininCaney, August nth, 1753. 
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Extracts from MansfiHd-Woodhotnt Xegistej'. 
(') Baptisms— " Geoi^ son of George Coke Gent. A U™. Qii. his mfe bora Nov. si" 

I7S0, tnptiz'd saiuc day." 
(') Baptisms—" Frances, (taughi» of George Coke Geat, & M". Elu. his wife bom Aug^ 

6i>> 1753, baptii'd same daf." 
(') Biiriab — "George, son of Geo;^ Coke GenL No*. 23, 1750." 
(•) liiuuis— " FntDCd, Dau'. of George Cidcc Gent, Aug'. 11, 1753." 

George Coke, of Kirkby and Pinxton, was the only surviving child of 
D'Ewes Coke by his first wife, Frances, the co-heiress of Trusley. He was 
in the army, and there is a large brass dog-collar at Kirkby Hall inscribed, 
" Cornet Coke, y^ Dragoon Guards." He sold Dalbury, Bumaston, 
Alsop-in-the-Dale, and Stapenhill (which came from his uncle BalUdon) to 
pay his sisters' fortunes. He had then nothing left but Kirkby Hall, and 
one farm at Pinxton, called " Melbourne " — together not then worth ^^200 
a year. He went to Chesterfield to recruit for his regiment, and there fell 
in love, at a race ball, with a fine young woman, the daughter of the Rev. 
Seth Ellis, Rector of Brampton. He married her almost immediately, and 
had only one surviving child by her, the Rev. D'Ewes Coke, of Brookhili 
Hall. She did not bring lum any property, and she died at Mortlakc ten 
years after their marriage. They appear to have lived for three years at 
Mansficld-Woodhouse, where X.V10 children were bom, who died in infancy, 
and were buried there. There is a small portrait, or miniature, of her in 
Indian ink at Brookhili. She appears to have been a tall, fine woman, and 
resembled the present family, who are tall, though George Coke and his 
father were known to have been little men. 

After the death of his wife, and having left the army, Geoi^e Coke 
went to the coast of Africa on a mercantile adventure, and, returning home 
with gold-dust, was captured by the French. He caught fever on his 
arrival in London, and died at the Crown Inn, Kensington, at eight a,m., 
on 7th November, 1759, and was buried in the churchyard at Kensington 
on 9th November. A mural tablet is placed to his memory in Pinxton 
Church :— 

"In Memorr of Geoise Coke oiUy surviving son of D'Ewu Coke, Ktq., ami l-'rsni.iu his 
wife who died >i Kensinjjlon in the County of Middlesex, on the 7K> of November, 1759, and 
lie* bnriel there, fie aunied Elizabeth dau^hler of the Kevd, Sclh Ellia ot llnmplon in 
this County hy whom be left Issue one ion D'Ewcs." 

He left the guardianship of his then infant child to Mr. Lillyman, of 
Brookhili Hall, who had purchased considerable part of the Coke estates. 
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Mr. Lillyman, dying unmarried, left them to his sister, and she dying also 
unmarried, and her family becoming extinct, she returned them again, with 
all her other property, to this ivard by will. This act of liberality restored 
this part of the family to its former consequence. 

Of George Coke's brothers and sisters of the half-blood : — D'Ewes 
passed most of his life in Newfoundland, where he had a place in the 
Customs, and in the Judicature of the island. He married, late in life, 
Deborah Stokes, of Birmingham, a person of no family or fortune, and had 
no issue by her. It is remarkable that he, when onlj' sixty-one years of 
age, was godfather to his own father's great -great-grandson. He settled at 
Poole in Dorsetshire, and died there January 17th, 1S13, aged seventy. 

The following letter, written by D'Ewes to John Coke of Debdale, is 
interesting, showing that the latter had samples of clay sent him from, 
Newfoundland at the time when he had the china works at Pinxton : — 

"Bith, 29 July, 1800. 
"Dear Sir, — My List respects to you was froai Newfoundland in Dec. (797 accompany- 
ing several samples of clay from that Country Since that period I have not returned to 

Nfld. My ill state of health prevented mei and has been the means of a number of viciam- 
tndes taking place in my worldly concerns. However I thank God I am now much recovered 
in my health and hope not withstanding all my misfortunes, that I shall be able to get on with 
reputation to myself S family. My residence is at Poole in Do^etshire, but at present I am 
at Bath. My intention is at present that Mrs. Coke and myself will pay you a visit at Broot- 

hill Hall in the counc of neM month &. remain &c. 

" D'EWKS CoKB." 

Charles Coke was a surgeon in the West Indies, and died there, S. P. 
He left a small estate in Tobago, which was sold by his brother D'Ewes to 
the tenant to avoid litigation about the rents. 

Mr. Lynam, who married Catlierine Coke, was chaplain to Lord Byron, 
and was without preferment. He had eleven children by her, and some 
came to the lowest want ; none were even in easy circumstances; The 
late Mr. D'Ewes Coke, of Brookhill, gave some of his family a house in 
Pinxton, where they remained rent free until 1874. 

Bridget Coke, who married .... Thompson, left two daughters, who 
were adopted by Mr. Coke, of Poole, and lived with him. 
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The Rev. D'EWES COKE, Rector ^ 
of Pinxton and South Normanton, son 
and heir of George Coke. Of K-irkby, 
and of Briminglon in right of Hannah 
his wife. Succeeded to Brookhill in 
1780. Bom in 1747. Died at Bath 
lath April, 1811. Buried in Finxton 
Church. 

^tat 64. 



HANNAH, daughter and heiress of 
George Heyw-ood, Esq., of Brimington 
Hall, CO. Derby. 
She died 36th September, 181S. 



1. D'Ewis Coke. Bom ainrt Dcccnihcr, 1774. His heir. -Sec page IM. 
3. SiK WiLl.iAU CoKK, Burrister-at-Law. Chief Justice of ihe Ixlaiid of Cryton. Died nt 
Tiincoroalec, isl SepifintKr, tStS. ^lal. 43. See page 95. 

3. JoKN Coke, High Sheriff for Ihe co. of Nolti in 1830, and Deputy I.ieulenuil or the 

tame. Moriied Sosnnna, only dnughter and heiress of Francis lUllldon WUmol, 
Eiq., orTnislejaod.Spondon. Died I4[h September, 1841. /Elnt.^S. Seci>agc98. 

4. Hannah. Married in iliig lo Rev. Ellis Williims, Kectnr of Hnxlon. She di ' 

1833, S.P. 



e died 



The Rev. D'Ewes Coke was left an orphan at the early age of eleven. 
Mr. Lillytnan, of Brookhill Hall, was appointed his guardian. John Coke 
wrote thus of this gentleman :— 

" Mjr fitther's guardian was ■ most remarkable character. Having been bred lo the Law he 
had acquired a degree of conGdencc and boldness in matters of business, which joined wilh a strong 
iiklcllecl, a stern temper, nol nn authoritative manner, caused him to be much respected 
among the population of his ticighl>ourhood, he was a good deal employed in the early ptil 
ofhis life in managing Eilales, but latterly having a competent income, he declined all budness 
and became a country Squire. I^lis picture at Brookhill shows him to have been good looking and 
the Kcooat of those who knew him is that he was tall, well made, anil had a commanding 
appearance. 'I have heard my father tell the following anecdote of him : — He kepi a small pack of 
Ilnrrien, which were moit of ihem quartered on the farmers in Ihe Village, when be intended to 
hunt the whipper-in went to some high ground behind the house, called the Terrace, ajid blew hii 
horn ; Ihe do^ soon repaired (o him, and after hunting were dismissed to their quarteri with ai 
little trouble. The Possessor at that lime of the Camfield KsUte wat Kdward Revel, who wa* of 
B warm temper and fond of coursing, it someliioes liappened that the greyhoands killed the hare 
that Ihe bounds were following, and on such occasions Mr. Lillyman never failed lo reproach Mr. 
Revel with spoiling his sport 1 one day Mr. Revel being very much vcned wilh what Mr. Lillyman 
had said to him on a like occasion put himself in a violent poision and tiesiowcl a great deal of 
abuse on Mr. Lillyman, which be took no further Ihnn merely to reply. ' I'ay ihy debts, 
Ned.' My father from his own account was but harshly treat»l under the roof of Ms guardian." 

Mr. Lillyman died when D'Ewcs was eighteen. He was buried at 
Pinxton. 

D'Ewes was placed at Rcpton School, having been first a short time at 
Hatfield Gate, near Alfrcton. From Rcpton he went to Cambridge and 
took orders. He married, at about the age of twenty-five, Hannah, only 
daughter of Mr. Hcywood, of Brimington li;dl, and by her that property 
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came, as did Totley, Dore, and Swaddale, which were devised to her by 
her uncle Mr. Gallimore, of Chesterfield. Mr. Heywood had a son^ but he 
died unmarried. He purchased the next presentation of the Rectory of 
South Normanton for his son-in-law, and Pinxton Mr. Coke had in his 
own right. He was inducted into Pinxton in 1771. The Pinxton 
Register has entries of baptisms, &c., made by him in that year. One of 
the five bells in the tower of South Normanton has the inscription, 
" W. B. & Co. 1774 D. Coke, Rector." 

The Rev. D*Ewes Coke lived at South Normanton, in the parsonage, 
about eight or nine years, and on Mrs. LiUyman's death in 1780 (she was 
buried at Pinxton, Nov. 7th), and the bequest to him for life and his 
children, in remainder in fee, of all the Lillyman estates in Derby^ire, 
Notts, and Cheshire, he removed to Brookhill Hall. The estates which he 
then inherited had been left by Mr. Lillyman to his sister, who appears to 
have been a sensible worthy woman, and was so anxious that D'Ewes 
should re-establish the fortunes of the family that, when he married, not 
thinking the match suitable, she broke off all intimacy with him, and 
intended leaving her property elsewhere. After almost giving up tlie hope 
of reconciling her, she was brought round by the following trifling circum- 
stance : — Having been out shooting one day and killed a brace of phea- 
sants, Mr. Coke, on the proposition of his wife, sent them to Mrs. Lilly- 
man, to see if she would accept them. Luckily she did so, and an invitation 
to dinner succeeding, a reconciliation took place. 

Of Miss Heywood, the wife of D*Ewes Coke, it appears that her 
mother died early, and she became her father's pet, which circumstance 
gave an unfortunate stamp to her future character. 

Briniington Hall was originally the property of the Gill family, to which 
belonged Colonel Gill, one of Cromwell's commanders. It is a picturesque 
old manor house, wainscoted with black oak, and contained some fine old 
carving of Elizabethan date, mostly sold in 1864; but a few pieces, including 
Mary Queen of Scots' chair, from Tutbury Castle, were removed to Debdale 
Hall. In one of the bed-rooms is a singular and beautiful carved group 
over the chimney-piece : a winged figure is holding a pair of scales, into 
which another is putting heavy weights, while a third, without wings, is 
blowing soap bubbles into the opposite scale, which outweighs the other. 
The figure holding the scales extends one hand and says: — 

* * Quis levior ? Cui plus ponderis addit Amor ; " 
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a distich taken from Quarles* " Emblems." The date, 1645, and the initials, 
E. G., arc over it. Colonel GUI's sword, with C. R. on it, hung over this 
carving during Uic time Briminglon belonged to Colonel E. T, Coke (the 
property having been given him on his marriage by his father), but the 
sword is now In the hall at Debdale. 

Brimington was sold by Colonel Coke in 1864, after breaking off the 
entail. With the proceeds of tlic sale Hardley Hill farm, adjoining 
Tnisley, was bought. The old Ilall was resold in January, 1879, the pur- 
chaser being Mr. Richard George Coke, and it has thus again returned to 
the family. It is now placed in a thorough state of repair. 

Totley and Dore are situated under the Great East Moor, near 
Sheffield, and were desirable sporting properties, but little visited by the 
family. Dore was sold in 1874 by Mr. Coke, of Urookhill. Swaddalc is a 
small spot near Chesterfield ; this and Totley arc now the property of Mr. 
Coke, of Urookhill. The Sheffield Archxolt^ical Society visited Totley 
Hall in May, 1875, and an interesting paper was afterwards read on the 
subject, from which the following are a few extracts : — 

" StAiuling on tlie cunRncf of culliviliaii, with avasl Inwl of luontland nt its iiocV, Tollty has 

been long beller known for iU ptirc aii Ihan (or ils eaiety In Ihe lalt«r pari of the last ctalury 

Ihe Tolley estate wtis held lip Andrew Callimore Esq., who hjrwiU dntcd i^lh April, 1791. eave 
to his niece Hannah, wife of Ihe Kct. D'Ewcs Coke, of I)rookh!tl Ilall, alt his mcsianges, rorni 
lan'l^ Ac.... Tolley tiall u-as foe many years the resilience of the late D'Ewei Coke, V.v\., who 
look wnic pride in the old placa, and siored it with qiuinC fumiiore. It stands with lis back to ' 
Tolley villnge, in a charming silualion, a short distance rrom Ilie taoe thai brandies lo the left 
Unat tht turapike rood, and enjoys a pleasant pruspecl over Geldi ami woods towards llolmolield. 
As a sliucCurc the Hall is one of Ihoic ramliliikg old houses (hat grew rather than were buiti. 
Withool being huge il is loomy, and is as irr^nlor as the most crraiie genius could desire. We 
sbonld not like lo say on how many levels the ground door lies. Kniertng liy ihc front door, you 
find yourself mounling by one step inio an old squire*« hall, hung around wiih ' piket &nil guiu and 
Imih's,' irophies of the chise, nnd the inslrumenls of Ihe angler. A line nkl dining lablc crosses the 
upper end nf ihe room, and there arc oak ch-tirs of as m.iny piUems as could be found in on old 
curiosity shop, A lo]i ilory has been added in modem times to a ivell-earrvd oak c.ibinel, by the 
ingenious a(lii|>IalioD of old chair-backs, and it is used as a rack for |>ewler pUtei, wilh uhich il is 
wull filled- Against the side of Ihe chimney bnasl hangs a clock, curiously and wondeiriitly made, 
and on a nail oeai' Ihe lop of Ihe room is mspendc<l an old leather walllc, which i>ur forefathers 

slung round ihcir shoulders when filled with ale Up one 01 Iwo Meps ihe rsplorer proceeds 

10 ihe bottom of a staircase leading to the chonibcr lliior, and right atiil left lie the drawing rvom 
and one of the several kilchens the house contains. Ttie diawing room i* o charming aiiarlDient, 
wilh old cane chain anil couch, a mriotuly'conslnicled inble, nnd a whaliut in oak, at onc« 
niatiuve and efleetive. In one coiner of the room is a narrow |nnp hole uimlmr, ihat stq^gests 
the time when ihc Lord of Totley could prolccl hiuiself from frcclionlent, or even staitd a small 
Mcge. The licl-ioonis nrc as qnaint as the reception tnonj*, and oi full of old futiulure, in the 
form of carvel l.cils, dressing glasses, nn<l ore oak ch«sl^ of dilfercnl date* and designs. The 
Ijuilders of Tolley Ilall weic iinylbing but parlieiiiar to n vtairouc more or teu,. We hare 
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explored two, leading lo entirely different st\s of aptrtmentfl, and Ihtre are probably others, for the 
bed-room^ we have &een certainly fall short of coveiiiig the whole area of the house. The groimd 
on which the Hall is built slopes towards the east, anJ Ihe house lin? been made in sleps lo (il Ihe 
ground, instead of Ihe ground made to fi! Ihe houie. The result is n place very piclureaque, imd 
possibly comfortable ; not at all in the slylc of the suburban villa residence, nor owning allegiance 
to any particular style of architecture. The fumilure, collected so industriously from all Ihe 
neighbourhood by the late Mr. Coke, looks appropriate enough in thU rambling miiuion. Like 
the house it fills, it is the child of many parenL°, Ihe creation of many brains and many hands. Not 
often in this changeful world do we see old things kept together as this house and furniture have 
lieen, or so well and intelligently cared for." 

Wcrncth, in Clicshirc, which was among Mr, Lillyman's bequests, is a 
superb situation, standing on a mountain which overlooks the whole of 
the Vale Royal of England. It was sold by Sir William Coke, second 
son of the Reverend D'Ewes Coke (who had the remainder in fee) when 
he was in Ceylon. In a letter to his father, dated February I :th, i8oS, he 
says : — ■ 

"I liad uiide up my mind lo try the value the public tct upon ^Vemith by setting it up to 
auction. 1 shall slick at £71500." 

Pilsley, a farm in Morton parish, also bequeathed by Mrs. Liilyman, 
was sold by John, third son of Reverend D'Ewes Coke, who had the 
remainder infec, when he bought Debdale Hall, 20th June, 1803. 

Brookhill Hall originally belonged to the Crown, and was part of or 
adjoining to the chase of Fullwood, It was granted by James I. to one 
Lindley ; from Lindlcy to Middlcton ; from Middlcton to the Revclls ; by 
the Revells was sold to Sir Eardley Wilmot, and by him to Mr. Liilymaii, 
who quitted his residence at Wcrncth and removed to it at the latter part 
of bis life. It was then entirely in the old fashion; the small village of 
Brookhill stood in front, from which it was only separated by a court- 
yard and a highway ; parallel with the highway was a long straight green 
alley, and on the otlier side tlie alley were some square fish-ponds, with 
leaden statues and urns on their brinks. On this alley Mr. Liliyman, with 
his friends, after drinking strong beer till their faces shone like blazing 
suns, used to run races in their gold-laced waistcoats, without coats or 
wigs, to the great delight of the passengers on the road. The ponds were 
joined together in a serpentine form, and the highway thrown behind the 
house some seventy years ago. The courtyard was destroyed, the stables 
removed and rebuilt, and the lane in front throivn into a fine open lawn. 
A new garden was built farther from the house, and in the house itself 
many alterations and additions were made. The Rev. D'Ewes Coke 
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bought of the WiUnota the moiety of the coal which they reserved on the 
partition of the Tnisley estates, and established the Pinxton Collieiy 
about the year 1788. Tlie Wilmot share of the coals had been once 
previously sold after the death of the Triislcy co-heiress, it having been 
put up to auction at the sign of the Geoi^e, in Derby, on 8th April, 
1756, when Mr. F. B. Wilmot was "the only and best bidder," for 
jf620. Mr. Coke also added by purchase three small farms in Pinxton 
to the property of his family, one in Totlcy, and Langton Hall Farm 
in Kirkby. 

On Good Friday, 12th April, 181 1, the Rev. D'Ewes Coke died 
at Bath, aged sixty-four, after a few days' illness. He had been many 
years troubled by an asthmatic affection, and had lost his sight, which 
he first injured by etching on copper, an occupation of which he was 
extremely fond, and at which he was a very clever artist ; but even under 
this affliction he continued for many years to exercise his sacred calling, 
knowing the service off by heart. The sense of hearing in his left ear \vas 
dull in consequence of a blow on the head given him by a schoolmaster in 
his infancy: in other respects he enjoyed good health, which was secured 
by a remarkably even and regular life. He imagined to the last moment 
that he had only caught a cold, and expired at last in the act of walking 
to bed at half-past nine at night. His body was brought from Bath and 
was buried in the vault under the pew belonging to Brookhill Hall in 
Pinxton church, on Tuesday, 23rd April, 181 1. He has been truly 
described as "a talented and, what is better, a very good man." A 
monument is erected to him in the chancel of Pinxton church, with 
the following inscription : — 

"Sacred to the memory of U'Ewei Coke, B.L,, onljr mn uf George Coke, Eiq., nnj 
Elinbeth hU wife, Rector of tbii Pariih and of Sontb Nomuinton, who diei at Dtlb, on the 
tith April, iSll, in the dlf^ fe»s of his a^ : ind \i buried in llie vuilt in Ibis Churcli. He 
■named Hannah, ttatf Aas!- of Geor^ Heywood, of KtimingloD Hill, in (his cuuntjr, bjr whom 
he bad three sons D'Ewfs, Witlbm, Joho, and one daughter, Hannali." 

The following lines, "occasioned by seeing his funeral on April 23rd, 
iSii," were written by Thomas Brown, 3 stocking weaver, of South 
Normanton Woodhouse. The poet died in 1848, aged sixty-seven. A 
memoir of him was published in 1873 by Spencer Hall, concluding with 
the words, "I wish old England had a greater abundance of such men." 



94 COKE OF TRUSLEY. 



" Amidst surrounding hosts of sorrowing friendiS, 
Our Iong-lov*d pastor to the vault descends ; 
I lis numerous flock attends the sacred place ; 
Behold what anguish beams* in every face ! 
The last sad sight of him they held so dear 
Wrings from each eye aflection's tenderest tear. 
Those silent drops speak loudly as they roll 
The fond regard existing in the soul. 
Without restraint, then, let your sorrow flow ; 
lie well deserved the tribute you bestow. 
1 low ofl we*ye se^n him in that pulpit stand. 
And raise his voice and lift the graceful hand, 
Pour forth, in Virtue's and in Truth's defence. 
Almost unrivalfd strains of eloquence ! 
His mild, persuasive, and pathetic speech. 
His moving accents every heart would reach ; 
His lofty thoughts and sentiments refin'd 
At once would ravish and enrich the mind. 
He framed his wise appropriate discourse 
The Gospel's sacred precepts to enforce; 
Then man's relative duties he defined, 
T* himself, his Maker, and to all mankind ; 
His heart with parental feelings mov'd. 
With pleasure counsd'd, but with pain reprov'd. 
He strove that every blessing might await 
His flock in this and in a future state; 
And, to accomplish the greit ends he sought, 
Show*d by example what his precepts taught. 
He liv*d a life of mildest innocence. 
Adorned with actions of benevolence ; 
Pure diarity within his bosom glow'd, 
And thence to every worthy object flow'd; 
But, most of all, he spent his time and store 
To instruct the children of the helpless poor; 
He every means within his power would use 
The early taste for learning to infuse, 
III habits from their youthful minds to chase. 
And plant the fairer virtues in their place. 
To what's selected from his boundless store 
The Muse could add ten thousand virtues more. 
Yet these would fail his greatness to set forth. 
For human language cannot speak his worth. 
Say this : through life his heavenly course he ran. 
The perfect Christian and the useful man. 
By long attachment to our hearts endear*d. 
And long his memory shall be revered. 

"Thomas Brown. 
*^ Normanlon Woodhouse^ May 14///, 181 1." 
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Sir William Coke. 
William Coke, the second son of tlie Rev, D'Ewcs Coke, was bom 
in the year 1775- He followed his elder brother to Aspley School and 
Westminster. From the College at Westminster he was elected a 
student of Christ Church College, Oxford. He was also admitted of 
Lincoln's Inn, and in a few years after his call to the Bar he was 
appointed Advocate Fiscal of the Island of Ceylon, in 1808. His 
mother gives an account, in .1 letter to his younger brother, of how, in 
a few months after his arrival there, he became Chief Justice of the 
Island. 

" BroukliLiI Hkll. Oi;l(ibcr lit, lEog. 

"DtAK JiHIN.— 

" I have grcst news lu comstunicatc I^oid MontBcU hns fomnjed a lai^ 
packet to us ream yovj brother William, wrillvn in Febiunry snd 3n] a\ March, telling us how 
cilrcmcly veil be was, and how very Tine the climate was. Ity a vcrj' uoc»pected uid uulookeil' 
Xot drcnma'ance, he was removed from the iiluation of Advocate Fiscal lu Chief Juilice of Ceyloni 
salary, j£5,000 per aDnam. Tbit tudJen change look place by Mr. Liihin),'ton ami the Gofcrnor 
(tisagreeitig in opinion about acquitting a piiMincc, upon which Lushiu^on gave in hit re«gaa>ion. 
Yout brother uwd every effort, and reosonei with bim not to reilEn, but he nns positive, and Jafan- 
ilone, the Puisne Judge, was in JCirgland ; therefore the guns were ordered to be fired, and Ibe scili 
delivered, and he look hU »eat x. Chief Justice. lie cays he is on pcircct good terms with both ilie 
Uovetnot and Mr. t.ushinglon, und feels quite iitislied with liimiclf. It reniiins now to be decided 
in England whether Governor Maitland's appointment \% conlirmol, ami he keep* his seal. If dot, 
he shall come to England about this lime twelvemonth, as ii won't do lo dciccnJ, according lo hU 

" Vour alTct. molher, 
"To John Coke, Esiie. "H. Coke. 

"At the Rev. F. WilmotV, Spondon." 

The early and sad death of Sir William Coke, after holding his 
high position in the Island of Ceylon for ten years, and just before 
his intended return home, on a pension of j^l,200, is fully described in 
several letters now at Debdalc, from which the following arc selected : — 



( W. iV«U Vanderilroaltn, Rr^hlrar «/ Ihe Sufrtiat C 



, Coleith. 



"Sia, 



"I am ei'remely concerned lo convey to you the vciy nlTlicLing and melancholy 
intelligence of the uneipected and sudden death of out otach-bcloved PuL-ne Juslicc, tite Honourable 
Sir William Coke. 

" This grievous event took pLice on bis circuit lu (lie ntirtlicm jiart of the iil^nd 8 days 
arter arrival at Trincomalee. He left ColomlKi on 11th AuKusl, an<I tmvcUed by luid ox far as 
(iiodcvc Itay, about to6 miles distant from Colombo, where he cmlMrkcd on bu*r<l the Government 
brig ' lltbe' on tbczoth, andlaDdeilatTtinconialcconthcijid Aiij>uti. lJurin;jitie voyagehewas 
so sea-lick that he was not able to move fiom his l>cd, luii to take a motacluf foo-l. exocptlenarid loatl 
water. On his arrival at Trincomalee lie was kindly ivccivtd by his worthy friciul His Excellency 
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hAm\n\ Sir Richard King, Bart., and lodged in his own house. The next momioghe fiMind him- 
self a little out of order, but was not affected materially until night, when he was attacked by a 
violent complaint in his bowels, which soon exhibited alarming symptoms of dysentery. Some 
blood was immediately taken from him, and he appeared to be a little l)et(er, but not considered out 
of danger. He was closely attended day and night by the Doctor of the Navy, and by Dr. Robson, 
Physician to the Forces. The attention shown by Sir Richard, and his aaxious wish for the recovery 
of Sir William, was tender and unremitting, and finding his illness turning to a most alarming 
nature, Sir William was removed, at his own desire, on the evening of the 28th, on board the 
' Minden,' wh*'ch was then lying in the inner Bay of Trincomalee, where everything was arranged 
for his comfort in the spacious and airy cabin by order of Sir Richard. Here he found himself 
during the two following days somewhat better, but on a sudden on the night of 31st his disease 
increased so much that all aid was in vain, and on the morning of 1st September (1818), about 9 
o'clock, he yielded his soul into* the hands of his Maker with manly fortitude. The grief and 
afHiction universally felt for the sudden death of this useful as well as ornamental member of our 
society, both private and public, and of so Ynuch an esteemed Judge on this island is indescribable. 
His remains were interred on the 2nd September, in the Burial Ground on the Esplanade of 
Trincomalee, in a new vault made for the purpose, with greater solemnity than was ever exhibited 
on such occasions. 

" As soon as His Excellency the Governor received the melancholy news of Sir William's death, 
he issued a general order directing that every mark of resi>ect should be shown to the memory of Sir 
William. I am authorized by hii Excellency, in my official capacity as R^strar of the Supreme 
Court, to take an iijventory of h«s (Sir William's) effects. 

** I am, &c., &c., 

** W. W. •Vanderstraaten." 

Chief Justice Alexander Johnston writes to D'Ewes Coke from 
London, ist February, 1819:— 

"Mr. Goulboum, the Under-Secretary of State, has this moment given me the enclosed 
letters, which he received this morning from Ceylon. By them you will perceive that my poor 
friend Sir William Coke died at Trincomalee on the ist Sept Nothing, I assure you, could be 
more afHicling to me than this event. The intimate friendship which has invariably subsisted 
between us for many years makes me feel for his loss as I could do for that of my own brother, and 
I can easily imagine what you and all his family will feel Upon the melancholy occasion. In the 
very month in which he died he would have completed his seven years' service, and it is but two 
days ago I wrote to him to say that Mr. Goulboum had authorized me to assure him that he might 
retire upon his pension of jf 1,200 a year whenever he liked. 

" How little did I think my poor fnend was at the moment I was communicating thb pleasant 
intelligence to him, independent of all earthly remuneration ! " 

Mr. Hardinge Giffard, Advocate Fiscal, writes : — 

« 

" . . ; . It can little avail, to mitigate your sense of such a loss, to say that a man more 
loved did not exist in the society of Ceylon. As a judge, his firm and unassailable int^[rity, his 
patient habits of investigation, and his anxious benevolence acquired the respect and admiration of 
all, and his knowledge of the people to whom he administered justice was such as to give its full 
authority to the court in which he has left a chasm not to be supplied. You will pardon the 
feelings of one who owed to this good man the most disinterested, at the same time important, 
kindnesses, which he should ill requite in his own mind were he not to express how strongly they 
are fixed in his recollection.*' 
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At Brookhill Hall are two veiy fine water-colour drawings by 
SteplianofT The first shows Sir William holding his court with all the 
dignity observed in the East ; the second is his funeral at Trincomalee, 
which Mr. L. Sansoni, his secretary, describes : — 

"At ni o'clock in the momlng the ronertit took place with &I1 the solemnity which ini 
poimble at Trincomalee. The Admitsl attended a« diicf neuroer, and I bid the honour to 
follow him. Hinale gnns were fired ; the band of the 73M Regiment pUjed aU the waj ; and 
ail the English and Dutch gentlemen ntlended, and few of them without teatt in thur ttfvt. Sit 
William being very popular and much beloved ■ . ■" 

A schedule of all goods, credits, and effects of the Honourable Sir 
Wilh'ara Coke was taken by the Supreme Court of the island. They 
amounted to 221430 rupees; and it is interesting to note, in these days, 
that the postage charged on the letter containing the inventory, &c. (the 
cover of which is now at Debdale), was ^2 99. The news also of his death, 
which would now be known in a few hours, was exactly five months 
reaching England, 

A mural monument was erected to him in Colombo church, with an 

epitaph engraved upon a fine slab of red granite : — 

"Mcmoria: positimi 

Gitlielmi Coke EctBitis 

<Gdis Cimsd Oion: Alumni Studenlis 

Qui per annos decern 

Iti HXc iNsnt-A 

Rem juridicam ndministrarit 

Jaril Consjltua R^us Socius judex Pnoes 

Literii Homanioribus onuiissimus 

tngenio dnlcis, Jndido Sinecrus 

Soil Benignai omnibus lacilis et urbaDua 

Jaslitiae et Propooti 

Impavidui, Eed placide, Tindei 

Boaoi oomes sibi coodliavit : 

Concivibu dUedus IndiKcnis Veacratni 

Qulim caniavixil qn^m flebilii occidil 

Nobis et Posteris 

Hoc Meroot 

Nalna Anglia in Agio Derriensl Dec^I 

Kal : Septembm tSiS 

jEtat, 43." 

The GentUman's Magamm of 1824 conUins a memoir of Sir William, 
which concludes : — 

"Hlakisd manneii and generouthospitaliir had rendered him highly popnlaf with all claaeai 
hli itroDg mind, and sound constilulional principles » a Biilisb lawyer, although they threw bin 
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(u i[ 100 after) happens) into coltision with the practices of a Military Government, established Tor 
him (he honourable chaj^ctcr of a fearless Judge, defending the weak and helpless against (he harsh 
violence of authority." 



s some light on his collision 



One of his letters of July 30th, 1818, thrc 
with the Military Government : — 

" Thank God I have nothing to do with advising the War, nor with the mote barbarous procla- 
mation of Martial I,aw and Militai; Execution, which it carried on with the niost wanton and 
horrible cruelty." 

John Coke, 
The third son of the Reverend D'Ewes Coke, followed his brothers to 
school at Aspley, and from thence he went to Germany, where he passed 
some years under the tuition of various persons of Eisenach, Langensatza, 
Francfort, Freyburg, &c. He then returned home by way of Hungary, 
Poland, and Prussia, and soon after his return went to Edinburgh for one 
session of the College, 

After completing his education, and when not twenty years of age, on 
returning to Brookhill, having acquired a love for porcelain ware at 
Dresden, and having an idea that some native clays found on the family 
estates near Pinxton might be made available for the manufacture of 
china, he entered into correspondence in 1795 with Mr, Duesbury, the 
owner of the Derby China Works, and sent him samples of his clays for 
trial and experiment. It appears that no encouragement was given by 
Mr. Duesbury, but the result of his own convictions aud his own trials 
determined him on starting a manufactory. He wrote to William Bil- 
lingsley, of the Derby Works, who had become one of the best, if not the 
best, living flower painters on English porcelain, and received a long reply, 
dated August 22nd, 1795, in which Billingsley agrees to start the work, 
calculates the cost, &c. Another letter from Derby, October, 1795, says ; — 

" The quality of the usefal ware I shall produce is equal to Mr, Ducsbuiy'ii, and his porcelnin 
;5 undoubtedly superior to any produced in any other English manufactory ; " 

and then goes on to say how he himself had been " in the habit of finishing 
Mr. Duesbury's most elegant patterns." 

The Account Book of the china works is now at Debdale, It appears 
by this that the foundations of the factory were commenced on October 
i6th, 179s, and by the end of the yearj^i,oo7 lis, 7d, was expended. The 
total cost of the works was £^2,842 7s. gd,, which included ;^i,s8z is. 61d., 
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paid Mr. D'Ewes Coke for " messuage and materials." On April 23rd, 
1796, the first kiln was fired, there being an entry, "Jacob Spooner, one 
night at kiln, 3s," 

Billingsley occupied part of the factory built by John Coke, and 
succeeded in producing at Pinxton that beautiful granular body which he 
afterwards perfected at Nantgarw and at Swansea ; and, stimulated by 
Mr, Coke's good taste, he showed faultless forms in his services, and 
a high style of excellence in decoration. He brought with him several 
experienced workmen and artists from the Derby works, and took into 
the manufactory, and instructed, many young people of Pinxton and its 
neighbourliood. 

The works at Pinxton were built by the side of the Cromford Canal, 
and the workshops formed three sides of a square. These are still in 
existence. They are now converted into cottages, and are occupied by 
colliers and others. The kilns, &c., have entirely disappeared. The place 
and cottages are still called " China Square " or " Factory Square." 

Through some misunderstanding or other, the arrangement made by 
Mr. Coke with Billingsley was not of long duration, and in rSoi Billings- 
ley left Pinxton and removed to Mansfield, A Mr. Banks was then 
admitted into partnership. By a copy of the deed at Debdale, Mr. Banks 
was to pay jTi^ooo on joining, a further C%<x> on a subsequent date, and 
another C^QQ as soon as the clear profits amounted annually to jf I.OOO. 
This partnership was also a short one, and in October 1802, after a dispute 
had been referred to arbitration, it was dissolved. John Cutts, who had 
been some time in the works, was then appointed manager, and he after- 
wards became a partner. In 1805 Mr. Coke retired altt^ether from the 
china works, and Cutts carried them on alone till 1818, when they were 
closed. 

One peculiarity connected with the Pinxton china works remains to 
be noticed. It is the issue of "chain6 money," ix., tokens representing 
different values of money, made of china, and payable as money among 
the work-people and others, including shopkeepers. These were'issued io 
a time of difficulty ; so that they were only temporary conveniences, and 
thus they possess great interest. They were circular in form, thick in the 
middle, and bevelled off to a fine edge; the value of each token was 
written in blue and signed by John Coke. Ten shillings was the highest, 
one shilling the lowest. 
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These tokens were used as promissory notes, being issued to the work- 
men in payment of wages, and by them paid away as money. When 
returned to the works, their value in money was given for them, and they 
were broken up and destroyed. Mr, Coke used to crush them to frag- 
ments with his foot after they were redeemed. They were payable in and 
around Pinxton, on one side as far as Sutton, but thdr payment did not 
extend to Mansfield. 

It is pleasant to see how the memory of the old china works at 
Pinxton is cherished by its inhabitants of the present day, among whom 
some of the people who worked there arc stiil, at a ripe old age, 
living. 

When Mr. John Coke removed to Debdale Halt he took many of the 
finest specimens of Pinxton china with him, and these are now preserved 
there: amongst the best are mugs and spill stands (in sets of three), painted 
with flowers by Billingsley, landscapes by James Hadfield and othets. 
One large mug, beautifully finished, has a view of BrookhiU on it. There 
are also two large breakfast sets which have never been completed : they 
have been once fired after being painted, but the gold has not been put on, 
except in the case of one piece in each set. He bought Debdale 20th 
June, 1803, and lived there over a year before he entirely severed his 
connection with the china works. 

In 1805, when the country was agitated by Napoleon's threatened 
invasion, John Coke was appointed Lieutenant of the " Tibshelf and 
Pinxton Company of Volunteer Infantry;" his commission, which is now 
at Debdale, is dated 12th March, 1805. He married, on 26th April, 1806, 
Susanna, only daughter and heir to Francis Ballidon Wilmo^ of Trusley 
and Spondon, Esq, Thus returned to the Cokes the property which in 
1718 had passed to the Wilmots by the marriage of the elder Trusley 
co-heiress. She was in her forty-first year when married, and had one 
son, John Coke, born 29th December, 1S08, who died August 24th, 1828, 
aged nineteen years and eight months. 

After giving up the china works, Mr. Coke turned his attention to the 
Pinxton Colliery, which he considerably developed. He was Magistrate 
and Deputy Lieutenant for the county of Nottingham, and High Sheriff 
of the county in 1830. 

On the marriage of his nephew, Edward Thomas Coke, 6th August^ 
1835, he settled on him the Trusley, Spondon, and Debdale properties. 
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He died dn 14th September, 1841, aged sixQr-six. Snsanna, his wife, 
continued to live at Debdale, where she died 23td January, 1848, aged 
eighty-two; bequeathing, by her will of Ijth November, 1844, her 
property in Derby to Edward Thomas Coke. 

In Trusley church are monuments to John Coke, Susanna his wife, 
and their son John. 

" Here lie the lemoint of 

John only ChJd of JoHS and Susanna Cok« 

of Debdale in the conntf of Nottineham 

Who died Aneml 34"> iSsS aged 19 yens and S months 

He HU ■ young omn of great worth and 

lat^rily. Beloved by his friend* and deeply lunenled 

By hU pucBti, he deputed thi* life in the 

Humble hope of eniering thro' the merits of 

Christ into 'The tcEl prepoxed for the people of God.' 

Alio of John Coke, Father of the above, of Debdolc House 

ncnr MiosGeld, in the county of Nottinghain 

A Deputy Lientcnanl and one of her Majesty's Justices 

of the peace, for the counties of Kottingham and Derby, 

and High Shetiif, for the county of Nottingham in iSjid, 

Who departed this mortal life on the 14* September 1341 

Id the 66'^ year of his age. 

He was of exemplary conduct in the various daile« of life 

Kind and considerate to the distressed, he possessed 

a Sincerity of Soul Heightened by Benevolence, 

and enlarged by ho^itality : in his public and private 

Character thoM who knew him best, l>esl can speak. 

The esteem which was borne hijii testiliu bts worth. 

After a life spent in benefiting his fellow creaiurei, 

be migned hi* spirit into the lumdi of him who gave it. 

He derived consolation from the sure but hnmble hope 

of a happy immortality thronfih Euth in hit redeemer. 

Thi* record ii dedicated ai a grateful tribute 

of afl«clJoiiftto re^rd to hi* meraory by hit widow. 



In memory of SusAItNA relict ofJoilN Coks 

of Debdale, in the county of Nottingham, E*q. 

She WB« the only dnugfaler of 

Fkancis BALUixn WiuiOT, of Spondon 

and grand-daughter of 

Catkekire Cassandra Isabella Coke, of Trusley. 

She died tbesjrtfrfjuiiuuy 1848 

In the 83^ year of her age 

Devising her eMates in this pirith, and ebewheie, 

a her nephew, Edwabd Tiiouas Cokk, who caused this ublei 

to be erected, as a tnaik of aSeclion and rtspeci." 
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The achievements of John Coke, and Susanna his wife hang ui Tniale^ 
church. The latter shows the Coke arms with quarterings, and the 
Wilmot arms on an escutcheon of pretence. 

The account of the Pinxton china works is chiefly taken from Mr. 
Llewellynn Jewitt's "Ceramic Art." 



D'EWES COKE, of BrookhiU Hall, = 
Esq., son and heir of the Rev. D'Ewes 
Coke. Bora land December, 1774. 
Barrisler-at-Law, Recorder of Newark, 
and Deputy Recorder of Grantham. 
Died nth March. 1856. 

^tat. S;i. I 



HARRIET, daughter of Thomas 
Wright, ofHapperlljHali, near Nott'i. 
Esq. Married and November, 1797. 
Died at Brookhill, 2and October, 1815. 



. Fkancis Lillvman D'Ewes CoK£. Bom 4th June, 1S04 ; B.A., of Christ Church 

College, Oxford. Died IJlh Dccembet, 1S73. ^ul. 70. S.P, 
;. William Sacuevekkll Cokb. Bom 3151 August, 1805. Noir of Brookhill Hall, 

4tl 

Dehdale Hall. See pige 107. 
■.John Henry Cokb. Bom izih December, iSii; B.A., Rector of Ropsley. 

See p^e 109. 
. Richard Geokok Coke. Bom larh Febiuary, 1813. Now of Brimlngtoii Hall. 

. Harriet Frances. 
. Elieauetu Ahnb. 
. Sarah Sophia. Mnried, sand June, 1817, to George Robeilson, CapL R.N., and 

h*s issue. 
. Mary Agnes. Mumed, 9th March, 1S39, to Arthur Barnell, E$q,, and has issue. 
I. Ekma liiAnELLA. Married, 16th August, 1S33, to Coloael JamcsSaloiond, lateCapUin 

and Dragoon Guards, and has issue. 



D'Ewes Coke, eldest son of the Rev. D'Ewes Coke, was bom at South 
Normanton, 22nd December, 1774. He was sent at six years of age to 
Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School, at Mansfield, whence he was removed 
at nine to Aspley, in Bedfordshire ; he remained there till twelve, and then 
went to Westminster School. Before he was thirteen he was elected into 
the College, and stayed at Westminster about three years in all ; leaving it 
for the University of Glasgow, where he was two years, and finishing his 
education by one year at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, In the meantime he 
had been admitted of Lincoln's Inn, and in 1797 was called to the Bar. 
He married, on 2nd November, in the same year, Harriet, daughter of 
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Thomas Wright, Esq. This family have been seated in Nottinghamshire 
since the reign of Charles II,, when John Wright, a captain in General 
Whallcy's Regiment of Horse, who suffered a long imprisonment for his 
zeal in the Parliamentary cause, settled there on regaining his liberty. 
John Wright, a descendant, was High Sheriff of the county in 1815 ; his 
brother Thomas served that office in l8ll ; he married Sophia, daughter 
of Charles Chaplin, Esq., of Tathwell, co. Lincoln, and widow of John, 
eldest son of Sir Richard Sutton, Bart. Harriet, who married D'Ewes 
Coke, was BTat«rbfibkc'afaov«.-ijohn. ancLTKorn^. Her brother, Ichabod 
Wright, of Mapperley, had the large family of three sons and ten daughters, 
of whom nine married. The Wrights of Osmaston, who have lately taken 
the name of Osmaston, are a branch of the same family. 

In 1800 D'Ewes Coke bought from his father, with part of his wife's 
fortune, Langton Hall farm in Kirkby. It was originally a residence of 
the Langtons, and came by marriage from them to the Fitzrandolphs, in 
whose possession it was when William, Sir Francis Coke's son, lived at 
Kirkby Hall. When the Fitzrandolphs became extinct the property was 
parcelled and sold. It was called Langton Place in Richard II.'s time. 
The Hall was merely a farmhouse in bad repair, with very ruinous out- 
buildings; but a great change was soon effected by D'Ewes Coke, who 
made it a desirable residence for a younger branch of the family, and 
settled it on his second son. 

In the year [805 D'Ewes Coke was appointed by the Duke of Rutland 
Deputy Recorder of Grantham, and in 1806 was elected by the Corpora- 
tion of Newark Recorder of that borough. 

He bought from Mrs. Kirke two fields immediately adjoining to 
Brookhill Hall, which for twenty years had been an eyesore to that place : 
the fences were removed, and they were throwTi into the park. He also 
bought of the Duke of Leeds a release of a quit rent payable to the 
Duke out of Langton Hall. 

"Biographical Sketches of Remarkable People," published in 1873, 
by Spencer T. Hall, says:— 

" In one of the early montlu of 1856, al the age of four-scoie, died *[ BrootihiJl IIaU Mr. 
D'Ewes Coke, an Eoglish geotleDUD who woie his fautts oalwanlly and made do pomle. ot even 
proftuion, of betlet qualities, in which he was rich cDOOsb, had he cloaked ot (ilded hit 
fulingt, IQ have had one of the fineit worldly repntaliaiu. Thoogh ihe Inheiiln of good olalea 
(which he did not diminish, but added to by an economy which, however, wai never altou-ed to 
check hU itenctosity), he wat bnmgbt up to the Boi, wai a gnai friend of Lord Denmon, when, as 
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init together, and might hare risen to Ihe highest nnk in hii pro- 



fession bat for bis ddfaess, which compelled him early to retire. Of 
bla modes of manifesting them, it rooy not be here 



e of hia opinions, and 
of place to say a pissing word. He had a 
pecnliar theory of leaure and rectal, which wis— that the first pertooi baviog a right to lire on the 
produce of the land are they who cultivate it ; next, the poor who cannot help (hcmselves, the 
landlords coming last, and taking what can be justly spared ; and this I believe he carried oat on 
Ui own domains. Waste of any kind was decidedly painfdl to him, from waste land to waste 
paper, whether belongiug to himself or others. He hod much to do in his day with cammon 
endosures, yet he never therein foi^ot the rights of the poor, bat arranged in every needful instance 
for leaving them their moiety of recreation ground. His sense of order vras marvellous, and were 
he walking along the turnpike road the least stone out of its plac« would cntch his attention and 
canse him to adjust it to its right position, with his walking-stick, if he had time. If he saw a 
piece of loose writing paper lymg about any of his mansions he would pick it up and turn it with 
quiet dexterity into an envelope, using also a small seo.1 to prevent entravagance fn sealing wax ; 
yet, not improbably, that very envelope would in due lime enclose a gilt to some strutting worthy 
in literary, artistic, or professional life ; or to some poor clergyman's widow, or other decayed 
lady or gentleman whom the world w.vs in danger of passing by in the winter of their age. 
He was a person of tkll, open, intelligent, and manly port, and not indilTerent, but rather 
the contrary, to his genealogy, connected in some way with the oklen Sacheverelk, 
and even the Flantagenets ; but there was not a hnmble cottage on his estate beneath 
liis watchful care, or that, if out of repair, wanting drainage, or al^ictcd with a down- 
»tid-«moking chimney, gave less pain to him than to the tenant until it was rectified : 
and I have good reason for knowing that at one lime he paid an annual sum to a doclW for 
attending to poor people far around him when they were out of health. Hb counsel regarding 
Ihdr property was often sought hy neighbouring landlords, one of the chief of whom, distressed by 
some comphuning tenants, asked him to look ovei the part of the estate they occupied and 
advise him what lo do. He did overlook it, and suggested a lowering of the rents as the 
only just remedy, and it was as readily complied with as if the suggeslion hod been lo raise 
them. He wonld omit all needless show and parade that he might spend what they would have 
cost in building, endowing, and subscribing to schools and libraries, or in providing for those 
whom some in his sphere wouid have tefl lo the parish or to chance. He knew the im. 
meamiahle distance there is between politeness and fuss : his contenipt for flattery was equal 
to bit love of good seniej and he had a grateful heart. While n hoy at school, another 
boy lent him money when his pockets bod prematurely collapsed. That schoolfellow became 
a banker, and fifty years afterwards failed. The moment Mr. Coke heard of this mislorlane 
he hurried off a note, offering his friend the use of his own best mansion while malter= 
mi^t be airanged — an offer declined not the less gratefully because another arrangement 
had been already nude. That be was not perfect is true, hut he certainly novei bct'.l 
himself up as a model, and the faultless alone may be left lo cast (tones at him. 1 speak of him 
according to the side he chieRy presented towards me ; and as he was one of my severest 
critics and sternest of advisers, so through all vicissitudes wu he a laithfiJ fnend. He wa* 
in most things cautious, and could on occasion indicate proud reserve ; but would I believe 
have braved the world, and all its possible censure of appearances, rather than go a round- 
about way lo his object or speak falsely. The Duke of Rutland.* in a letter of March agth. 
1856, says: 'I cannot help thanking you for the eloquent tribute of respect contained in 
your letter to the memory of our mutnal friend, poor D'E*es Coke. We know little of what 
may be the immediate destiny of that which is immortal, ever living in us, when our last 
breath is drawn on earth ; (or sin Is, I fear, the most certain portion of oar woridly inheritance. 



* John Henry, fifth Duke of Rutland and fourteenth Eork 
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■ltd no doubt Mr. Coke liftd lui frailda. Bat he wu I fimly think > beljem in the doctiinei 
knd KTeluioas of Sured Writ; and with lo nunj altribntei of Christiiui benevolence «nd 
charity towaids his TcUow morbds, we may envy him the amount which will be on the 
credit side of bit great account. His son (Mr. William Coke) informed me that he had great 
pleasure in hearing from me constantly while prostrate in bed during the three bst weeks 
of his raluable life, and I beliere I did not miss more than two days during that period 
sending him a letter.' " 

A monument in Pixton church bears the inscription : — 

" Id Memory of D'Ewes Coke, J. P. and Depaty Lieutenant for Derbyshire, formerly 
Recorder of Newark and Deputy Recorder of Grantham and Harriet his wife, who died 
I 1S15 and 1856 leaving J sons and 5 daughietv" 



SUSAN ANNIE,daugh- 
ter of late R. Miller, Esq., 
of Seaton, co. Devon. 
Mairied September 37th, 
1S70. 

Second wife. 



- WILLIAM SACHEVE. = 
RELL COKE, 2nd son of 1 
I D'Ewes Coke, Esq. Bom 
I 31SI August, 1805. Now 
of Brookhill HalL J. P. \ 



SARAH KIFT, daugh- 
ter of John Deane, Esq., 
ofthe Cape of Good Hope, 
Married aist Nov., 1837, 
She died March 18th, 
1870. 

First wife. 



:. WliXiAM Lascton Coke. Bom April 3id, 1843. Hon. Major 1st Derby 

Militia, and late """ "-"-- ■" " — '■-' •--"' -■•- -°~ •■ 

Caroline, daughter 
has issue :— 

I.AHCTON Sachevereli. Bom January 25t1i, 1S78. 
Jacinth D'Ewes Fitz Ekcald. Bom August 13th, 1879. 
.. Ai.niBi> Sachevebrli. Cokk. Bom August 37th, 1846. Mttiied Amy, 
daughter of A. Brunton, Esq., November 9th, 1875, and has iuue: — 
Phyllis Sacheverell Coke. Bom January 8ih, 1878. 



. Frederick D'Ewes, Bom Mav 4th, 1S55 ; died April I2lh, 1837. 

. Walter Owen. Bora March ifilh, 1857 ; died ame day. 

'. Albkkt William. Bom February 36th, 1858; died March aotb, 1858* ((wins]. 



, Hgssekt de Odingsells. Bom November I4ih, 1S63. 

'. Mary. Bom October lolh, 1838 j died October ajrd, 1850. 

I. Alice. Married Captain G. Charlton, 8i«t Regiment, and son of Colonel 

Charlton, of Granville Lodge, Somersetshire. 
I. Lucv HakBiCT. Married Captain Vere Bayly, son of Sir Hv. Bayly, of Baih. 
I. Cathf.kinb Cassandka. Bcnn tanuaiT amd, 1845; died Februaiy isA, 1845. 
;, Emily Maude. Mamcd Caplam S. H. Williaios, Madras Staff Corps, ion of 

Captain Williams, R.N. 
I. Clementine Rosalie. Married T. Greeiuiway, Lieotenant Madras Staff Corps, 

son of Colonel Greenaway. 
|. Hester Marion. 
|. HsHKirTTA Mahcabbt. 

;. Amy Constance. Bom February 36lh, 1S5S; died March 3rd, 1S58* (twins), 
i. Fbances Gbralsihe. 
'. Helen Buuicub Grahau. Bom Januaiy 24lh, 1863 ; died May 3Dd, 1S75. 



zo, Etkel Marie Sachevbeell. 



ie6 
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William SBdievercU Coke was born 3i9t August, 1805 ; had *xk early 
education at Southwell and Risley, from which he went to the Royal 
Military College at Sandhurst ; on leaving he was a year in Germany 
before entering the army. He obtained a commission in the 3gth Regi- 
ment on 8th January, 1824, granted at the request of the Duke of Rutland, 
and joined that corps at Limerick in the Whiteboy days. The following 
year the regiment moved to Chatham, where he was ordered to embark at 
Deptford with a guard of 17 men, in charge of 120 mutinous convicts, 
who had attempted to set the hulk on fire and to poison the guard. The 
vessel, " Regalia," was only 360 tons, and far too small for the purpose, 
having only a small roundhouse on deck, and the convicts no doubt 
required close watching by their small guard. They were beating about 
the Channel for four months before a favourable wind started them to Rio 
de Janeiro, and were becalmed for seventeen days on the Line, eventually 
reaching Sydney, after nearly foundering off St. Paul's, a dangerous leak 
being stopped by some hundred jackets stuffed in the vessel, she being laid 
over for the purpose. In the Australian settlement he was much amongst 
the aborigines, Desmond, the chief, being his companion, and he was pre- 
sent at many of his battles with neighbouring tribes. He afterwards, with 
two companies of the 57th Regiment, marched up country from Hobart's 
Town, Van Diemen's Land, to Oatlands, where the last of the natives were 
driven back. Returning home by Cape Horn, they fell in with a disabled 
vessel containing a cai^o valued at ;£"20,ooo, Mr, Coke volunteered to 
board her, and with a few men managed to bring her into Crook Haven 
under jury masts, on reaching which place they had only one piece of salt 
beef left, and had had no water for three days. For rendering this ser\-ice 
he obtained a share of the salvage money. 

He left the army in 1830, and was for some time at the Cape of Good 
Hope. He went again to that country in 1835, leaving England at the 
end of August in a small yacht of under go tons, facing the autumnal 
equinoctial gales without even a chronometer on board. They reached 
the Cape without touching anywhere, having made a good voyage. People 
would not credit at first that the yacht had come from England, and that 
too without a chronometer. It was his intention of going on to New 
South Wales, but he liked the Cape so much that he sold the yacht, and 
purchased a considerable extent of land at Elsey's Kraal, a few miles from 
Cape Town. He returned to England in 183S, soon after his marriage. 
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and took up hia residence at Langton, which was settled upon him. On 
the death of his elder brother, D'Ewes, in 1873, he succeeded to the 
Brookhill, Totley, and other properties. 



EDWARD THOMAS COKE, 3rd = 
son of D'Ewes Coke, Esq. Born 4th 
January, 1807. Of Tnisley, Spondon, 
and Debdale HaH. Late Captain 69th 
Regiment, and Hon. Colonel ist Derby 
MiUtia. J.P. and D.L. 



DIANA, and daughter of the late Rev. 
John Talbot, of Ardfert Abbey, co, 
Kerry. Descended from the illustrious 
John Talbot, firel Earl of Shrewsbury. 
Married 6th August, 1S35. 



. John TAi.itoT C0K8. Sam 9th Aufusl, 1841. 

t4lh NoTcmbei, 1867, Giorlotle, cldesl daughtei 
Miperton, co. Soraersel, a desccndAnl of the aodi 



t Eorii of Desmoiid, and hu 



I. Edward Sachevkkkll D'Ewks. Bom ■^tA Dea«inb«r, 1871. 
11. John GlLBIRT db Odihcsells. Bom 19th October, 1874. 
III. Francis Desmond Talbot. Bum jthjulj, 1879. 
4. Diana Geraldins. 
j. Charlotte Gkraldini. 

6, Isabel Hariot Joa.v. 

7. Dorothy Fiances. 
. Thomas de Odincse-I.u Coke. Bam i8lh Janumy, 1849 \ died same day. 

or- " - ■ " "-- - - - ' ■■ 

Esq., o/KenUworth. 
|. Jane Susanna. Muried 19th April, 1866, to W. Coopar, Esq. He died 13th 

Febmaiy, 1S71, leaving issue one survinng toa. 
1. Diana Taldot, 
i. Isabel Emma. Bom lit Febnuiy, 1S39; married H. Shore, Esq., and died iiUi 

November, 1S63, leavine iune one daughter. 

;. Gkstrudk Alice. Muried F. ilickelbsqih. Eta., 4th Deceratxr, 1&65. 
. Akkie Cbosdie. Muried, 19th Match, 1S71, her cousin, LiniUey Cioslne, Eiq., 

laie K.N., ind son of W. T. Crosbie, Esq , of Ardfert Abber- 
\. AimKk Pauline. 
1. Kathleen Sophia, Hurifd, 3rd October, 1874, her cousin, David Crott^, Esq., 

tid sonof W. T. Ciwbie, Emt of Atdftsrt Abbey. 
. EuG&NiE Diane. Married, aSth August, 1878, James W. Gordon Oswald, Eiq., 
eldESI sen of J. Cffdon Oswald, of Aigas, Invcmeu-ihire, Eaq. 



Colonel Edward Thomas Coke was bom at Langton, 4th January, 
1807. When only seven years of age he joined his two elder brothers 
at Southwell School, thence to Risley and Kepton, finishing bis educa- 
tion at Shrewsbury, under the eminent scholar Dr. Samuel Butler, 
afterwards Bishop of Lichfield. In June, 1825, he was appointed to an 



io8 
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Ensigncy in the 45th Regiment, Examinations were then unknown, and 
commissions were granted in a manner which would astonish the com- 
petitors of the present day. The Duke of Rutland apph'ed to the 
Commander-in-Chief for the commission, and an immediate answer 
granting one was received, without any inquiry as to education or 
physical power. The 45th were then in Rangoon, for the first Burmah 
War, where Ensign Coke Joined them as soon as possible. On the 
evacuation by the British of the country in December, 1826, the 45th 
formed part of the force which, under Sir Archibald Campbell, took 
possession of the ceded districts on the Tenasserim coast, and formed, 
under trying circumstances and petty hostilities with the Burmese, 
the settlement of Moulmein. Up to that time the white man was a 
stranger in the land, and a great portion of the people thought the 
English were the fighting caste of India. 

In 1 83 1 he returned to England, having been granted the medal for 
Ava. He proceeded in the following year to the United States, and 
the British Provinces in North America, and in 1833 published, under 
the title of "A Subaltern's Furlough," pen-and-pencil sketches taken 
during his travels. In the same year he was promoted to a company 
in the 69th Regiment, from which he retired on his martiage, in 1835, 
when he went to live at Brimington Hall. In 1843 he joined the 
old Derbyshire Militia as Major. On the death of his aunt, in 1848, 
he succeeded to the Trusley, Spondon, Derby, and Debdale properties, 
and lived at the latter until 1663, from which time until 1875 he 
generally resided on the Continent. Being in France in 1871, he seized 
the opportunity of getting into Paris during the Communist war. and 
witnessed some of the operations during the siege of the city by the 
army under Marshal MacMahon. 

He was promoted to the Lieutenant-Colonelcy of the ist Derbyshire 
Militia in 1853, and was embodied with the regiment during the 
Crimean War. On reaching his 70th year, January, 1877, he tendered 
the resignation of his command, and received a letter from the 
Secretary of State for War, expressing " his appreciation of the long 
and useful service rendered to the regiment," and proposing to submit 
to the Queen for Her Majesty's approval that he be appointed 
Honorary Colonel of the regiment. 

In the winter of 1875 he visited Algeria, and in the summer of 
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the following year travelled through Norway to the North Cape, 
seeing the midnight sun from the northernmost point 

He sold Brimington in 1864, and bought with the proceeds Hardley 
Hill farm, which adjoins Trusley. He has also at different times con- 
siderably added to the Debdale property. 

He is J.P, for the county of Derby (since January, 1838), and 
J.P. and D.L. for the county of Nottingham. 



The Rev. JOHN HENRY COKE, » ADELAIDE, daughter of John Bussell, 



4th son of D'Ewes Coke, Esq. Bom 
1 3th December, 181 1. RA., Rector of 
Ropsley. 



Esq. Married in 1852. 



I. Charlbs Henry Coks. Bom 2nd October, 1854. Lientenant R.N. 
II. Sidney Coke. Bom nth April, 1857. 
III. Ronald Bruce Coke. Bom nth July, i860. 

4. Blanche. Married, September 6tfa, 1877, to C D. Telfer, Lieutenant 36th Regiment. 
c. Rose Edith. 
& Isabel Maud. 

The Reverend John Henry Coke was educated at Shrewsbuiy and 
Pembroke Collie, Oxford. He was curate of Taddington, near Buxton, 
for some years, the parsonage being built while he was there. He was 
presented with the living of Ropsley, in Lincolnshire, by his godfather, 
the Duke of Rutland, after whom he was named John Henry. 



no 
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RICHARD GEORGE COKE> stih 
son of D'Ewes Coke, Esq. Bom 12th 
Febnianr, 1813. Of Brimington Hall, 
CO. Derby. 



ELIZABETH, daughter of J. J. M. 
Bond, Esq. .Married December 15th, 
I84^ 



I . Grorge Elmsley Coke. Born 26th Febmanr, 1853 ; late R.N. 
II. Henry Berssford Coke. Botn 7th November, 1855J 

III. Edward Hardingx Coke. Bom taxA April, 1861. Lieut^ Royal Marines. 

IV. Ernest Sacheverell Coke. Bom 19th October, 1868. 

5. Adela Mary. Married^ October, 1879, Rer. W. H. Biilner^ Chaplain to the Foroes. 

6. Louisa Diana. Married, July 3rd, 1873, Captain A. Ross, who died Feb. 25, 1875; 

She married secondly, 5th October, 1876, Colonel G. S. Coxon. 

7. Florence Elizabeth Carouns. Married, 3rd August, 1875, Captain C. Toxkington, 

41st Regiment. 

8. Lucy Emma. 

9. May Evelyn. 

10. LiLUAN Margaret. 



Mr. Richard George Coke was educated at a private school at Gresley, 
from which he followed his brothers to Shrewsbury. He was for some 
years in New South. Wales and at the Cape. He bought Brimington 
Hall, his present residence, in January, 1879, 



The Lemore Line. 



WILLIAM COKE, of Quistmoor, ca 
Hereford, 3rd son of Geoige Coke, 
Bishop of Hereford (see page 76^ 
Prebendary of Cdwal^ Vicar of Bos- 
bury, &C. 



ELIZABETH, daughter of Richard 
Hopton, Esq., of Canon Firome, ca 
HerefcMxL 



1. Francis Coke. Bomi66o. His heir. See page 1 11. 

2. EuzABBTH. Bom 1653. 

3. Dorothea. Bom 1653. 

4. Jane. Bom 1659 ; died unmarried, and buried in Eardisley Church, March 15th, 1747. 

^. THEODOSIA. Bom I661. 

. Catherine. Bom 1664. 



I 



Extracts from the Bosbury Register. 

(1) '< Elizabeth Coke daughter of William Coke Minister & Elic: his wife baptized the day 

after Michaelmas in the year of our Ix»d God 1653." 
<') ^ Dorothea Coke 7* dau. of W» Coke Minister bap. three days before the Pniification 

A.D. 1653." 
(3) "Jane Coke, dau. of Wn Coke Minister Bap. 29 Sep. 1659."* 
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(*) " Fmtcii the loivH of Will" Uoke Minittei and ElU: tui wife w»» baptued 1 4''' May, 

i6«o." 
(') '• Theodosui f <l»u of Will" Coke Mmbler of Bosbuty nnd Ellr: bis wife was BaptJEcd 

SepiembM y a4"' i6fii." 
(') "CwherincydauotWm Coke Minister & Elii: his wife bap', ai* Nor. 1664. •• 



William Coke, third son of Geoige Coke, Bishop of Hereford, was the 
founder of the Lemore Line. He was of Quistmoor, co. Hereford, Pre- 
bendary of Colwall, Vicar of Bosbury, and Portionist of Bromyard. He 
is mentioned by Walker as one of the suflering clergy in the Civil Wars ; 
but he lived to be restored. His wife was daughter of Richard Hopton, 
of Canon Frome, and Gettertopp, in the county of Hereford, a descendant 
of Walter de Hopton, Baron of the Exchequer in 1268. This family 
removed from Shropshire early in the seventeenth century, on an inter- 
■ marriage with Sir John Hutton's family, of the county Hereford, and is 
now extinct The female line is represented by this branch of the Coke 
family. William Coke had oae son and live daughters, the baptism of 
which is recorded in the Bosbury Rcgiatcr, of which parish he was vicar. 
There is a chasm in this Register from 1678 to 16S4, and it contains no 
record of William Coke's death, although he did not die until after the 
latter year, as in 168; he gave a deed of assignment to his only «on 
Francis of the Quistmoor and Lower Moor Estates, who about this time 
married his first wife. Both these estates were purchased from the 
Earl of Worcester: they are contiguous, but Quistmoor was tlien the 
largest, and had the best mansion, until Francis built the tapestr)' room 
at Lemore, or Lower Moor, as it was written until late years. 



BARBARA, relict of = 

Harper. Married 

17^5 f); diedSepteiober, 
1760 0,5.?. 

Second wife. 



FRANCIS COKE, of 
Quistmoor and Lemore, 
only son of William Coke. 
Born 1G60; died loth 
June, 1750 C). Xa. ga 



LUCY, daughter of Tho- 
mas Coucher, of Parlon, 
ta Hereford. She died 
March, 1691 (*). 
First wi/e. 



RGB CoKK. Bii)<ii«d Maich, i66)t. Hit heir. Sec page 1 
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Extrads from the EanlUUy Xtpster. 
(') " Lada filio. FrandBci Coke et Lacia: uxor ejus bap, 3 die Ap. 1668." 
C) " Geoi^Ds lilius Fnmcisci Colce gent et Lucin uxor ejus bap, prima die Mir. 16S8." 
(*) " Anna hWi Fianciid Gike & Luci^ in ejus bap. die Dec. 1690." 

" Sepulta Tuil tcrtjo die Mar. 1691." 
(•) " Etii, fi!U Francisd Coke el Lucia uxor ejus bap, is Mar, 1691." 
{') " Lnci^e \aoi FranciEd Coke sepolta fiiit dedmo nono die Mar. 169a." 
(°) "Altera Anna filin Fiandsd e[ Luciic bap. post matrii exsequias vicetimo die Har. 
169a." 

" Sepulta fuit qaaito die Jnl. 1693." 
O " Franciscut Coke gent & Barbara Harper Vldoa Licentia p^' matrimonis conjunct! fuenuit 

vicesimoprimo.. 17*5-" 

(') *' Francis Coke was buryed June 13, 1750." 

(*) " Un. Baibara Colce was bnryed Sep. 32, 176a'' 

Francis Coke, of Quistmoor and Lemore, ivas twice married ; his first 
wife lived only about six years after their marriage. She died after giving 
birth to her fifth child, and was buried at Eardisley, 19th March, 1692. 
Her third child, Anne, was buried on the 3rd of the same month, and the 
child after whose birth she died was called Anne, after the little sister 
just dead. This one was baptized the day after her mother's funeral, 
and she also died in the following year. After these sad events Francis 
remained a widower for thirty-three years, and he was sixty-five years 
old when he married his second wife. He die^^oth June, r/so, and 
was buried at Eardisley ; his wife only lived mi September of )'^ 
year. In the chancel at Eardisley is the following inscription: — 

" In ineiiiot7 or Francis Coke, Esq' Isle of the Lower Moor in this Parish who deputed 
this Ufe the \i^ day of June Anno Dom. 175a, in the 91" year of his age.'' 



GEORGE COKE, of Lemore, Esq. = ELIZABETH, daughter of Eichard 
Baptized ist March, 1688. Only son of Bylheway, of Leintwardine, co. Here- 
Fiancis Coke. ford. Died 1st September, 1781. 

JEXaX. 96. 



8^ 



Extracts from Eardisley Register. 



(') " FianciscUE filius Georgii Coke & Elitabelha ujior ejus bap. Sepi 10 1716.'' 
(') " Richardus filius Georgii Coke i Eliiabetha bap. Sep. 10 1717." 
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Geoige Coke lived after his marriage at Quistrooor, his father being at 
Lemore. His wife belonged to an ancient Herefordshire family, now 
extinct, and a considerable property eventually fell to the Cokes through this 
marriage. George Coke had only two sons, who were baptized at Eardisley. 
The eldest died young. There is no record of his own death. His widow 
lived many years with her son Richard at Lemore, and was buried at 
Eardisley, September ist, 1781, aged 96. 



RICHARD COKE. Baptli^d Sep- 
tember lolh, 1717. Son and heir to 
George Coke. Vicar of Eardisley. Died 
December and, 1793. ^taL 76. 



JANE, daughter of the Rev. Jeremiah 
Griffiths, Rector of Dissertb, ca Sad- 



I. Richard Cokk. Died r778. aged 17. 
II. Francis Coke. Bom 5111 July, 1763. His heir. Seepage 1 14. 

3. Janb. Bom 1754; muried the Kev. Junes Hodgson, bLA., at Hutnber, co. Hereford. 

She died i5tb February, 1790, leaving issue. 

4. Elizabeth. Diedrouog, 1776, 

5. Lucy. Died, Biged 19. 1774. 



Richard Coke was the only surviving son of George Coke. He 
succeeded his grandfather, Francis Coke, in the possession of Lemore, 
which he (Francis) had enlaiged and made the family residence. 
Richard now sold the estate of Quistmoor. In the year 1750 he 
married his cousin, Jane, daughter of the Rev. Jeremiah Griffiths (by 
Elizabeth, daughter of Francis Coke), and by her had two sons and 
three daughters. In the year 1754 he became Vicar of Eardisley, and held 
it forty years, constantly residing in the parish. He was M.A. of fialiol 
College, Cambridge ; a man of good scholarship, and of original wit, 
excelling in the composition of brief allegories and fables in verse. His 
memory, too, was an extraordinary one, such as to enable him, though 
for many years ai^icted with blindness, to repeat long passages from the 
classics, amongst which Juvenal was his favourite author. He was an 
active Magistrate for the county of Hereford, and obtained great personal 
influence and respect in his neighbourhood and among his parishioners. 
He died December 2nd, 1793, aged 76, and is buried in the chancel 
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of Eardisley church, where there is an inscription to his memory, placed 
at the foot of the brass which records the bunal place of George Coke, 
Bishop of Hereford : — 

"Also here lyelh the body of The Rev* Richard Coke 
LUe Vicar of this Parish who departed this life 
Dec JO a»* In Ihe year of our I-ord 1 793 
Of his age jo 76"'." 



FRANCIS COKE, bom 5th July, 
1763, son and heir to Richard Coke. 
B.A,, Rector of Gladestry, co. Radnor. 
Of Lemore. Died 30th April, 1831. 
S.X&X. 67. 



ANNE, datjghter of Robert Whitcombe, 
Esq., of Kington, co, Hereford. Wed 
April 6th, i8j6. .^Etat. 58. 



RtcHABD Coke. Bom 1793 ; died 1800. ^lat. 7. 

Francis COkb, Bora 179; ; di«d in infancy. 

GeoRGS CoKK. Bom Stti Janiury, 1797. His heir. Seepage 116. 

KoBBRT Coke. Bom 2nd September. 1801 ; married, Decemtier, 1832, t«abelk, onEy 

daughter of Waller HQl, Esq., of Rocklands, co. Herefond. Died st Lemore, aStb 

December, 1876. .EUI. 76. 
Francis Cokb. Bom iSoz ; died in infancy. 
William Coke. Bom 2nd November. 1S03. B.A., Perpetual Cunle of Marstow 

and Pencoyd, co. Hereford. Seepage 117. 
John Co K 8. Bora 17th November, 1806. Major-General, CB. SeepafieiiS. 
Elizabeth. Bom 1794; ^ied in iDfancy. 
Anne. Bora gih March, 179S ; married, istb October, 1S23, Sir William Sanfidd- 

Rossiter Cockbum, 8lh Bart, of Cockbum and Ryskw, Berwickshire. She died 
■ath April. 1S79. aged 81. 

iANE. Born ajth June, 1799 ; died Jth October, 1859. 
,tiCY. Bom iSth July, tSoo; died 22ad October, 1841. 
Elizabeth. Bom 1805 ; died in infancy. 
Sakah. Bom 1809; died in in&Dcy. 



The Rev. Francis Coke, the only surviving issue of the Rev. Richard 
Coke, was born 5th July, 1763. He was B.A. of Baliol College, Oxford, 
and admitted ad eundem at Cambridge, where he took his Master's degree. 
He took Holy Orders in 1786; was presented to Gladestry, co. Radnor, 
in 1810, by the Prince of Wales ; and to Sellack, co. Hereford, in 1821, 
by the Dean and Chapter of Hereford ; Magistrate for the county, and 
Prebendary of Piona Parva in the cathedral church of Hereford. In 1791 
he married Anne, youngest daughter of Robert Whitcombe, Esq. (of the 
ancient family of Whitcombe, of Eastham, in the county of Worcester), by 
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Winifred, eldest daughter of Richard Hooper, Esq., of the Whittem, Here- 
fordshire, descended from Hooper, Bishop of Gloucester, who suffered at 
the stake in Queen Mary's reign. 

The Rev. Francis Coke was constantly resident at Letnore from the 
time of his marriage, in 1791, up to that of his death. He died at Bath 
30th April, 1S31, but was buried at Eardisley. His wife died April 6th, 
1826; she had the large family of thilteen children, seven only of whom 
survived; these in 1835 erected a monument to their parents in Eardisley 
church, bearing the inscription : — 

" Deposited in this Chancd with his ancestor) are the uarihly remains of the Kev^ Frandi 
Coke of Lower Moor, son of the lite Rev^ Richard Coke, Vicar of this Parish. The Kev'l Frand* 
Coke was Rector of Gladestry in the counly of Railnoi, Vicar of Sellack in this county, and 
Prebendary of the Cathedral Church of Hereford. After a serere illeesi he was removed from his 
aiSicted (amilj in the 67''' year of bis age, on the 30^^ dny of April 1831. UDarailine "e the 
tributes of affection to departed worth, Bui if sorrow ever claimed a record on the monument of * 
Father it is here asked for him, who to a rare finnoess and steadiness of principle united a kindness 
of heart peculiarly his owd ; who as the pronioter of peace and charily among his neigbliourj 
diffused that happiness which was centred in his home, and who living and dying, manifested his 
grateful acknowledgement of s Superintending Providence, and bi^ humble rcliaoce on the mercies 
of a Redeemer. 

" This tomb is sacred also to the memory of Anne the revered and beloved wife of the Rev. 
Francis Coke, iihe was the daughter of the late Robert Whitcombe Esq. of Kington in this 
county i Born May 3"! 1767 ; deceased April 6'* 1816. As a Wife a Moihcr and a Christian, 
her conduct was alike exemplary and unoslcutatious, Presenting to all who knew her \'irtnc in its 
most lovely character ; Gntieful to her Lord ami Saviour for all His mercies, humbly dependeul on 
His aid fat support, and cheered by piety in the discharge of every social duty. 

" 'Many daughters have done Virtuously, 

but thou excellent them all,' 

" In this Church are buried six of their children : — 

Richard bom 1793 died 1800, Elixabelh bom 1794, 

Francis bom 179;, Francis born 1S03, 

Elizabeth bom 1^5, Sarah bom 1S09, 

Who all died in iheit infancy. 

^ This monument is raised to their beloved memory by their seven surviving children." 



" Lucy Coke bora aSih July iSco, died 22nd October liLfi. 

Jane Coke bom J5lh June 1799, died 5th October 1859. 

The Rev. George Coke M.A. Rector of Piddle Hinton Don^lshire, Bom Sth January 1797, 

diedaolh April i86j. 
Isabella wife of Robcil Coke Esq., and dao^ter of Walter Hill Esq. of RockJands. B^m iSih 

Msy I793t died lalh September 1870. 
Robetl Coke Esq. bom znd September iSol. died a8 December 1876." 
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GEORGE COKE, of Lemore, bom 
8th January, 1797, son and heir of 
the Rev. Francis Coke: Rector of Piddle 
Hinton, co. Dorset Died loth April, 
1863. ^tat 67. 



ANNE ELIZABETH, only daughter ol 
the Rev. Janaes Hodgson, Rector oi 
Barwick, Yorkshire. Died aSlh March, 
1831. jEtat. 28. 



1, George Francis Coks. Born i5Lh Jftouar;, 

2. Anne Elizabeth. 

I 3. Lucv Elizabeth Hodgson. 



:S3o. HUbeir. Seepage tzz. 



The Rev. George Coke, son and heir of the Rev. Francis Coke, was 
born Sth January, 1797, and succeeded, on his father's death in 1831, to 
the family estate of Lemore. He was of St. John's College, Cambridge, 
ordained in 1821, and afterwards appointed to the Rectory of Aylton, In 
the county of Hereford. In 1S44 became Rector of Piddle Hinton, in 
the county of Dorset ; Magistrate for the county of Hereford. He married, 
in 1825, Anne Elizabeth, only daughter of the Rev. James Hodgson, 
Rector of Barwick, co. York (by his second wife Winifred, eldest daughter 
of R.Whitcombe. Esq., of Kington). Shedied 2 Sth March, 1831. In 1845 
he pulled down the old house at Lemore, it being in a most dilapidated 
state, and built the present handsome mansion of cut stone, excavated 
from tivo quarries near the house, very beautiful in colour and of excellent 
quality. The arrangements of the new house and buildings are all that 
could be desired. The change was effected at a great outlay, which he could 
ill afford ; but, as the head of the Herefordshire Cokes, he considered it 
his duty to undertake it. He died on 20th April, 1863, aged 67. In 
Eardisley Church is a monument bearing the inscription followmg : 

" To the dear Memory of Anne Eliiabelh, Ibe pious and virtuous, the fond and faithful wife 
of the Rev^ George Coke of Lower Moor in this Parish, to whom she left by her example a 
strengthened reliance in the consoling feJlh of a Chriilian through which he holds a EteadCut hope 
that he shall join bei in heaven, as his lasting comfort under the affliction of her early death. She 
was the only daughter of the late Rev' James Hodgson M. A. Rector of Barwick in the County of 
York. 



As a Molher she wu tender and judicious 

As the Mislress of a family kind and considerate 

But for hei now bereaved husband the love she bore to all was heighlened into the tiimest and 
tenderest atlachment of her pure heart, (ohim she was ever faithful, loving, and amiable- 
Alas I for hiai they meet no more in this world. 

Hi* grief at her loss can only be equalled by his pride at having called her hir own. and his 
hope through the infinite mercy of God and Saviour to be restored to her in heaven. 
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" ' For where yonr lieuiuQ it tbere will Tour heut be alio.' 

'* Calm on the bosom of ih^ God Dost to its nartoir house beoeslh, 

Fair spirit rest Ihce now, Sonl lo its plice on high, 

E'en while with lu lb; footsteps trod They who have seen thy look in death 

His seal was on thy brow. No moie may (ear to die." 



" Id this Church near her kindred are deposited the remains of Lucy third datighter of th« 
Iler^ Frands Coke of Lower Moor & Anne hii Wife. Bom 14*^ July A.r>. iSoa Died 22"^ 
October A,D. 1841. Adorned with many exMllcnt gifts she employed the energies of a well 
judging mind and a Christian spirit in the service of God nnd hei fellow creatures. Beloved by 
rich and poor, she died deeply lamented ; in her family greatly esteemed and beloved, her life wat 
indeed predous. She devoledly watched over and instructed the children of a widowed brother 
ft 'was as one that comforleth the mourner.' Through faith she stood superior to the difiicullic) 
of this life and in kna reliaoce on her Saviour's merits she looVed from earth to heaven, in 
humble hope of life eternal-" 

" On the 30th April 1363 the Rev^ Geoige Coke of Lower Moor after long suRering from 
tots of ught was reunited in death with hia wife and ^ter. A laithful widower for many 
yean and lender parent to his three children He proved the depth of his afleclion for the living 
and his pnoos memory of the dead. " 

" 'The Lord shall be ihy everlasting light and the days of thy mourning shall be ended, 
Isaiah 60—30.'" 



The Rev. VVilliatn Coke, sixth son of the Rev. Francis Coke, was 
born 2nd November 1803; B.A. of Trinity College, Cambritlgc, Per- 
petual Curate of the parishes of Marstow and Pencoyd, in the county of 
Hereford. During his incumbency, both these churches being in a most 
dilapidated state, resembling old barns, he after the year 1840 pulled 
down the old church at Marstow, standing on a bad site close to the river 
Garron, which when in flood covered the churchyard, and built on a 
most appropriate spot the present handsome church. In 1877 he renewed 
the church at Pencoyd, and built the present structure ; in May, 187^' '' 
was consecrated by Dr. Atlay, the Bishop of Hereford, when he aptly 
remarked that he considered it the best designed and most appropriate 
village church he had ever seen. 
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%1R. 
Major-Genzral John CokeXC.B., 

Seventh son of the Rev. Francis Coke, was born 17th November, 1806, 
He received his commission as Ensign in the loth Regiment Bengal 
Native Infantry 3rd December, 1827, and sailed for India on the 27th 
of the same montli. He was promoted Lieutenant August 29th, 1835, and 
that year appointed Adjutant of his regiment, which post he held for nine 
years. He also passed the College of Fort William as interpreter in three 
languages. 

Like many of the distinguished Indian officers, he was unlucky in 
promotion, and was over twenty years a subaltern, obtaining his company 
28th March, 1848 ; he had long before this seen his first active service. 
In 1843 the loth Regiment was sent to Scinde to reinforce Sir Charles 
Napier : it started with a strength of fourteen European officers and one 
thousand native officers and sepoys. After about a year and a half in 
Scinde the corps marched back to Hindustan, through the desert, with 
only two officers and about three hundred men remaining out of the fine 
body that a short eighteen months previously had left the country. 

He obtained his furlough to Europe in 1845, and retumed to India 
in 1848. The second Sikh war had just broken out, and Captain Coke 
joined Lord Cough's army at Ramnuggur as a volunteer in 1849, doing 
duty with Colonel Tait's 2nd Irregular Cavalry. At the action of Chili- 
anwallah his horse was shot when taking Major Dewes' Battery to 
the front. He was also present at the final victory of Goojerat, and 
at the pursuit of the Sikhs and Afghans to Peshawur under General 
Sir W. R. Gilbert. 

On the annexation of the Punjaub by Lord Dalhousie in 1849, 
John Coke was appointed to raise a regiment for frontier service, and 
commenced raising the ist Punjaub Infantry on 6th April, 1S49 ; on 23rd 
February following, the regiment, generally known as Coke's Rifles, was 
reviewed by the Commander-in-Chief, Sir C. Napier, G.C.B., when he 
reported to Colonel Lawrence, Deputy Commissioner of Peshawur : — 

" As 10 Coke's legiment, I have seen nothing superior to it in iliill — it is adoiinible ; 
both jon aod I saw how this brave corps fought under its excellent leader in our five 
dajs' campaign in the Kobat Pass. I am more pleased with this yonng commander ihui I 

He received also the thanks of the Honourable Court of Directors and 
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the Governor of India for dispatch in raising the regiment and its services 
in the Kohat Pass, 

Having been only serving as a volunteer with the force in the Sikh 
campaign he was refused the medal, but on the recommendation of His 
EiCcellency the Commander-in-Chief it was granted. The latter wrote from 
Simla, 3rd June, 1850 : — 

"Mv DEAR Coke, 

" I am vciy glad 70a have a cb.ince of the medal fou have 30 well earned; ]rou 
earned il in the defile i>f Kohut alone, had you no other claim. I sbill not easily foc^ jou 
or yout regiment on those five days. I never saw hard work better or more spiritedly done, for 
il was htrd work while it Luted. Pray remember me to your iidraiiable regiment, both officers and 
men. " Vours sineetely, 

" Chablis Nafikk." 

The Chief Commissioner of the Punjaub, Sir Henry Montgomery 
Lawrence, G.C.B., the noble statesman and soldier who fell in the 
glorious defence of Lucknow in 1857, also wrote : — 

" Mv DEAR COKK, 

" We have written to yoa officially, but I cannot rerrain from sending you * line 
myself, thanking yon for the honor yoa have brought on the Punjaub Irregular Force. Every 
one ipeaki of the gallanlry of yourself and men. I only regnt thnt lost wai 10 severe. I feel 
proud to be comiected with *ach fine fellom. 

" Yours unccrely, 

" H. M. Lawrbnce." 

He received the thanks of the Governor-General in Council and the 
Punjaub Board of Administration for the conduct of the regiment in 
the campaign under Sir Colin Campbell, K-C.B., in the Ranagie Valley, 
in May, 1852. Two marches made by his regiment to join the force 
attracted much admiration. The first letter despatched by Col. Mackeson, 
Commissioner of Peshawur, directing the corps to march at once for 
Peshawur, being sent by messenger, had been purposely withheld. His 
second letter arrived by post on May 7th. At two o'clock the following 
morning the regiment marched, and arrived that day at Peshawur, a distance 
of forty miles, with a range of hills to cross and the K0h.1t dciile to pass 
through. On the 9th. arriving at the Cabul river, he found the bridge 
of boats swept away. They repaired the bridge, and got over on the 
evening of the lotii, then marched another forty miles, and found the 
force as it was going into action on i ith May. 

In 1850 he was appointed Deputy Commissioner of Kohat, with 
civil and military charge of the district on the frontier of Afghanistan. 
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then in a very critical and disturbed state, the Hill Tribes making 
constant raids on the villages. Kohat at this time was the most law- 
less district in the Punjaub. During the five years it was under his 
charge it became distinguished for its loyalty and good government, 
and has remained so ever since. When Lord Napier of Magdala, as 
Commander-in-Chief in India, lately visited the district in his tour 
of inspection, he assured Major-General Coke that he was by no 
means forgotten by the inhabitants, whom he had endeavoured to 
rule to their own benefit and the advantage of the State. 

Colonel G. B, Malleson, C.S.I., in his " History of the Indian 
Mutiny," writes — 

"Colonel Coke was one of the belt known tad most distiagiiished oElicen of the Puninnb 
FroDtier Force. To a thorough knowledge of his profesdon he ftdded &n acquuntance with the 
natives of India not to be surpassed, and a tare power of trending them to bis will. He had seen 
much service. He had been with Sir Charles Napier in Upper Sind, with Gough at Chilianwala 
uid Giijrut, with Gilbert in pursuit of the Sikhs. After the conclusion of the second Sikh War, he 
served continuously, up to the outbreak of the Mutiny, on ihe (roatier. There his name became ^ 
household word. Scarcely an eipedition was undertaken against the wild border tribes but Coke 
bore a part in it. Twice was be wounded ; but his unflinching demeanour, his power of leadership, 
whilst it gained the supreme confidence ot his men, eitorled respect and adroiratioo from his 
enemies. Wherever he might be bis presence was a power." 



He was first wounded in the Kohat Pass in 1853. In September, 
1855, he received the thanks of tlie Governor-General, Lord Dalhousie, 
for the conduct of his regiment at the capture of the intrenchments 
on the Summana Mountains, 5,000 feet high. The regiment com- 
menced the ascent at ten o'clock on the night of the ist September, 
and did not get back until about the same hour on the 2nd, being 
twenty-four hours at work. Lord Dalhousie wrote : — 

" Brigadier ChamberlitiD has remarked that any man might be proud to coinmand such troops. 
He has ample ground for the remark, and the Goveriunent may be both pro»d and happy in the 
koowled^ that it possesses troops able and willing to perform so gallant a service, and on ofBcei 
capable of planning, leading, and executing such attacks as are described in tbe papers under 



In Februar}', 1857, he was, with his regiment, employed in the most 
successful campaign in the Bogdar Hills, when he was again wounded, and 
received the Frontier medal. In May of the same year, on the breaking 
out of the Indian Mutiny, he marched for Delhi. Colonel Malleson 
writes : — 

"Summoned to Delhi early in August, Coke brought to the part assigned him in the siqre >U 
the qulida which had nude his name on tbe frontier. He was always prominent in the t^A, 
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■IwBTi daring aad Mlf-rcUaat. I nu; be pudaned if I lekte here one special act, amongst maoy, 
which illustiated bis conduci at thia period. On ihe tith Aosust Coke received instructioas from 
Brig;idiet-General Showen to tuni oat the European picket at the Metcalfe stables, and taking the 
roen composing it with hin>, (o proceed throogh the Metcalfe gardens aiul attack the guns which 
had been firing on the picket the preceding day. No infonnation was given him as 10 the locality 
of Ibe guns, but having been quartered at Delhi before the ontbreak, Coke imagined that he would 
find them in the vicinity of Lutllow Castle. He directed, then, the officer commanding the picket 
lo extend the men on his right, and to follow the direction he should take. At the same time he 
ordered Lieutenant Lumsden. commanding his own regiment, to skirmUh through the girdens 
on the left — the direction in which he expected lo find the enemy in force. He then rode through 
the gardens towards Ludlow Castle. On reaching the boundary wall of the gardens, on the mnin 
road leading lo the city, he found that an embrasure had been made In the wall of the garden. 
At the same moment be law the enemy's guns—two nine-pouodei brass guru — in the road, with 
horses attached, but no one with them, the enemy having apparently taken refuge in Ludlow 
Castle when driven out of the Metcalfe gardens by Lumsden. The horses' heads were turned 
towards the city. An alarm — a stray bullet, a dischai^ close lo Ihem — might start them off at 
any moment. Quick as lightning the idea flashed mto Coke's brain that if he could but turn the 
horses' heads lowaids the camp, il would little signify how toon the horses might be alarmed ; they 
would of themselves capture the guns for the British, On the instant he alighted from hi& hor^, 
got down through the embnuure into the road, ran to the horses of llie leading gun, and turned 
them up the rood towards cantonments. Whilst doing this he was shot in Ihe ihigh by the enemy 
in Ludlow Castle ; but the guns were capluieil. He had done his self-allotted task, and reaped his 
only reward in the admiration of all who witnessed his splendid audacity." 

He was in February, 1858, given the command of a brigade to operate 
in Rohilcund. On reaching Roorkee he had great difficulty in procuring 
transport. Malleson writes : — 

"The country, in fact, hod been so thoroiighly exhausted that but liltle carriage was pro* 
cnrable. In ihii dilemma Coke's praclical knowledge and fertility of resource came into piny. He 
had read how, in the olden days of Indian warfare, Ihe Brinjaiis — dealers who carry their grain on 
pack cattle — had made themselves eminently serviceable. Calling lo mind, then, that at the actual 
season these men were accustomed to pasture their cattle in the Teiai, he sent thither, found them, 
and made such arnngemenis with their head men as enabled him to conquer a diOJcully which 
many another man would have found insurmountable." 

Colonel Malleson gives a full account of Brigadier Coke's services in 
Rohilcund, which space alone, in a work of this nature, prevents noticing. 
The following extract will make a fitting conclusion : — 

" Inglis informed Brigadier Coke that many prominent leaders of the re*oll were M the 
moment in hiding in the city of Moradnbad, and that it would not be impossible^ by the cierciie 
of daring and pnulence, to seize them. These two (juolilies shone conspicnously in the character 
of Coke. He at a^ct made arrangcmenia lo eflect the capture of these men. Placing the 
Multani cavalry lo guard the oaltets of Ihe city, he enlend with his infantiy, aod proceeded to the 
houses indicated lo him. The task wasdiflicall and dangerous, but it remlLed in success. Twenty- 
one notorious ringleader* of the ntoU were aclnally taken. Othen wen slain defending 
themselves." 

Lord Lawrence, writing to Tfte Times in November, 1878, on the 
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Afghan war, names Major-General John Coke as one of the " models of 
frontier officers, good administrators, and able soldiers — men who devoted 
their health, and even their lives, to their duty." He adds : — 

' ' The frontier officers in the Punjab at all times were vigilant and careful as to what was going 
on along the border. They received the leading men, and even the lowest members of these tribes, 
with courtesy and kindness ; they afforded them the hospitality which custom and good feeling 
suggested, and on every occasion of service of the smallest value gave them suitable presents.' 
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Major-General Coke received the Delhi medal and clasp, and was made 
Companion of the Order of the Bath. The dates of his later commissions 
are — Brevet Major, 1854; Brevet Lieut.-Colonel, 1858; Colonel, 1858; 
and Major-General on retirement. He is J.P. and D.L. for the county of 
Hereford, and was High Sheriff in 1879. On. Her Majesty •» SirVKtiay 1891, 
Kevwafe promokcdl Co be a Ki\i.jVvt Comniander of bVv^Batk.- 



The Rev. GEORGE FRANCIS 
COKE, of Lemore House, co. Hereford, 
M.A., Vicar of Titley, in that county. 
Bom 15th January, 1830. 
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FRANCES, 4th daughter of Henry 
Hide Seymour, Esq., of Wells, Somerset. 
Married 3rd June, 1856. 



I. F&ANCis Sachevbrell Coke. Bom aSth April, 1^2. 
2. 'Lucy Theodora. 
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AcARD, Thomas de, 4. 
Agard, Charles, 27. 
Allestry, Family, 35. 
Aiigall, Anna, 30. 

Ballidon, Catherine, 45. 

Paul, 23, 28, 45, 53. 
William, 31. 
Bate, Nathaniel, 27. 
Bates, Roger, 13, 
Baxter, Richard, 65. 
Bayly, Verc, 105. 
Beet, — , 84. 
Beresford, Maad, 18. 
„ Family, 20. 
Birch, Joseph, 34. 
Bird, John, 6. 

„ Family, 7. 
Bond, Elizabeth, no, 
Boothby, Sir William, 64. 
Brentwood, Cicely, 4. 
Brereton, Sir William, 65. 
Brown, Judith, 40^ 42. 
Brunton, Amy, 105. 
Boll, Thomas, 23. 
Bullock, Col. William, 27. 
Bomell, Arthur, 102. 
Bossell, Adelaide, 109. 
Bussy, Francis, 8. 
Byrd, Addeson, L. 42. 

„ Mary, 40, 42. 
Bytheway, Elizabeth, 112. 

Carey, Valentine, 8. 
Charlton, Catherine, 23, 28, 29. 

„ G., 105. 

„ Family, 26. 
Chesterfidd, Earl, 72. 
Cliffe, Joyce, 76. 
Cockbom, Sir William, 114. 
Coke, Addie Chambers, 42. 
„ Adela Mary, i lo^ 



Coke, Aim^ Pauline, 107. 

„ Albert WiUiam, 105. 

„ Alexander, 42. 

,, Alexander S. W., 42. 

,, Alfred S^everell, 105. 

,, Algernon John, 105. 

„ Alice, 18, 69, 105. 

,, Alice Rebecca, 42. 

„ Amy Constance, 105. 

„ Ann, 6, 13, 17. 

„ Anne, 23, 38, 45, 58, in, 114. 

,, Anne Elizabeth, 116. 

,, Annie Crosbie, 107. 

,, Anthony, 6. 

,, Arthur, 6. 

,, Ballidon, 84. 

„ Blanche, 109. 

„ Bridget, 84. 

,, Caroline, 42. 

,, Catherine, 17, 23, 38, 84, no. 

„ Catherine Cassandra, 45, 53, loi, 105. 

„ Charles, 17, 84. 

„ Charles Henry, 109. 

,, Charlotte, 72, 75. 

,, Charlotte Geraldine, 107. 

,, Clementine Rosalie, 105. 

,, Daniel Parker, 31, 32. 

„ D'Ewes, 37. 53, 83, 84, 86, 89, 102. 

,, D'Ewes Leventhorpe, 105. 

„ Diana Geraldine, 107. 

„ Diana Talbot, 107. 

,, Dorothea, no. 

„ Dorothy, 6, 7, 8, 17. 31, 38, 69. 

„ Dorothy Frances, 107. 

„ Esmond, 6. 

„ Edward, 6, 38, 42, 4$. 

„ Edward Beresford, 107. 

,, Edward Hardinge, no. 

„ Edward R., 42. 

„ Edward Sacheverell, 107. 

„ Edward Thomas, lOO, 102, 107. 

,, Eleanor, 13. 
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Coke, Elena, 6. 

„ Elise, 42. 

„ Eliza, 42. 

„ Elizabeth, 6, 8, 13, 17, 18, 23, 38, 58, 

69, 71, 72, 84, no, III, 113, 114. 

,, Elizabeth Anne, 102. 

„ Emily Maude, 105. 

,, Emma, 23. 

,, Emma Isabella, 102. 

„ Emma Matilda, 31. 

„ Ernest Sacheverell, I la 

,, Ethel Marie, 105. 

,, Eugenie Diane, 107. 

„ Florence Elizabeth, 1 10. * 

„ Frances, 17, 23, 37, 45, 53, 84, 86. 

,, Fiances Geraldine, 105. 

„ Francis, 6, 8, 13, 17, 18, 23, 28, 38, 69, 

84, no, III, 112, 113, 114, 116, 117. 

„ Francis Desmond, 107. 

,, Francis Lillyman. 102. 

„ Francis Sacheverell, 122. 

„ Frederick D'Ewes, 105. 

„ George, 8, 76, 84, 86, in, 112, 113. 

114, 116. 

„ George Elmsley, no. 

„ George Francis, 116, 122. 

„ George Haukins, 42. 

„ George Lewis, 72, 75. 

,, Gertrude Alice, 107. 

„ GUbcrt, 13, 17, 23. 

,, Hannah, 89. 

, , Harriet Frances, 102. 

„ Harriet Timson, 42. 

,, Heigham, 82, 83. 

,, Helen Blanche, 105. 

„ Henrietta Margaret, 10$. 

,, Henry, 18. 

,, Henry Beresford, no. 

„ Henry C, 42. 

,, Herbert de Odingsells, 105. 

„ Hester Marion, 105. 

„ Hugh, I. 

„ Isabel, 18, 23, 38. 

,, Isabel Emma, 107. 

„ Isabel Hariot, 107. 

,, Isabel Maud, 109. 

„ Isabel!, 6. 

„ Jacinth D'Ewes, 105. 

„ Jane, 6, 84,110, 113, 114. 

,, Jane Susanna, 107. 



Coke, John, i, 5, 6, 8, 13, 23, 38, 39, 40, 42, 
58, 63, 69, 76, 89, 98, 114, 118. 

„ John A., 42. 

,, John Archer, 41, 42. 

„ John Gilbert, 107. 

„ John Henry, 102, 109. 

„ John Talbot, 107. 

„ Kathleen Sophia, 107. 

,, Langton Sacheverell, 105. 

„ Lillian Margaret, 1 10. 

„ Louisa Diana, 1 10. 

„ Lucius Gary, 42. 

„ Lucy, III, 113, 114. 

,, Lucy Elizabeth, 116. 

„ Lucy Emma, no. 

„ Lucy Harriet, 105. 

„ Lucy Theodora, 12a. 

„ Margaret, 6, 8. 

„ Mary, 8, 13, 17, 18, 38, 42, 45, 58, 69, 

72, 105. 

„ Mary Agnes, 102. 

, , Mary Emily, 42. 

„ Matilda, 23. 

,, May Evelyn, no. 

„ Octavius, 42. 

„ Philip, 8. 

„ Phyllis Sacheverell, 105. 

,, Priscilla, 83. 

,, Rebecca, 40, 42. 

„ Richard, 6, 8, 17, 18, 23, 26, 27, 38, 42, 

76, 82, 84, 112, 113, 114. 

„ Richard George, 91, 102, no. 

„ Robert, i, 2, 4, 8, 23, 38, 43, 45, 114. 

,, Ronald Bruce, 109. 

,, Rose, 6. 

,, Rose Edith, 109. 

,, Sadie, 42. 

, , Samuel, 40, 42. 

,, Sarah, 31, 114. 

„ Sarah Sophia, 102. 

„ Sidney, 109. 

,, Susan, 42. 

,, Susan C., 42. 

„ Susanna, 13, 23, 45. 

,, Theodosia, no. 

„ Thomas, 2, 8, 23, 30, 31, 38, 58, 67, 

69» 72. 73» 76. 

„ Thomas de Odingsells, 107. 

,, Timothy, 18. 

„ Walter Owen, 105. 
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Coke, WUliam, i, 4, 5, 6, 13, 17, 18, 23, 30, 
45. 76, 84» 89, 95, 97, no, 114, 117. 
„ William Langton, 105. 
„ William Sacheyerell, 102, 105. 
„ WOliam Walter, 42. 
Cooper, William, 107. 

„ Family, 7. 
Comick, Laqr, 42. 
Coton, Ralph, 17. 
Cotton, Charles £., 55. 

„ Thomas, 2. 
Coticher, Lucy, in. 
Cowper, E^l, 76. 
Coxon, G. S., iia 
Crosbie, David, 107. 

„ Lindsej, 107. 
Curzon, Elizabeth, 13. 
„ Family, 16, 63, 72. 

Danvers, H., 58, 61. 

„ John, 6. 
Dawes, Ada, 107. 
Deane, Sarah Kift, 105. 
Degge, Simon, 27. 
Derby, Captain, 26. 
D'Ewes, Elizabeth, 83. 

,, Family, 83. 
Dodsworth, Mathew, 20. 
Dorset, Earl, 16. 

Eaton, — , 27. 
Eden, Philip, 64. 
Ellis, Elizabeth, 86. 
Evans, Margaret, 17. 
„ Family, i8, 

Fansiiaw, John, 69. 

„ Susanna, 71. 

Faunt, Arthur, 58. 
Ferrers, — , 27. 
Fisher, Kate, 42. 
FitzErcald, Family, 12. 
Fitz Gerald, Charlotte. 107. 
Fitzherbert, Dorothy, 6. 

John, 18. 

Robert, 6. 

William, 27. 
„ Family, 6» 20, 27. 

Fitzrandolfe Family, 2a 






Fleetwood, General, 58. 
Fowler, Elizabeth, 23. 

„ Family, 36. 
Fulwood, Francis, 8. 



Garlicks, William, 36. 
Gell, Sir John, 26, 27, 66. 
Gilbert, Elizabeth, 17. 

„ John, 7. 

„ William, 6. 

„ Family, 7, 17. 
Gisbome, John, 32. 
Goodwin, Matilda, 31. 
„ Samuel, 38. 
Greenaway, T., 105. 
Greville, Sir Fulke, 62. 
Griffiths, Jane, 113. 

„ Jeremiah, in, 113 
Grosvenor, — , 38. 
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Hale, Mary, 72. 
Hallowes, — , 27. 
Hardinge, Robert, 69. 
Harper, Barbara, in. 
Harpur, John, 12, 38. 

Sir Richard, 16. 
William, 18. 
Harrison, Anne, 38. 
Hartopp, Sir Edward, $8. 
Hatrell, Henry, 31. 

„ Thomas, 31. 
Haukins, Eliz., 42. 
Heathcot, Thornhill, 31. 
Heigham, Jane, 76. 

„ Family, 78. 
Henley, Lecmard, 42. 
„ Lucy, 40, 42. 
Heugh, Ada Caroline, 105. 
Heye, Captain, 26. 
He3rwood, Hannah, 89. 
Hill, Isabella, 114. 
,, Walter, 114. 
Hilton, Joan, 4. 
John, 4. 
Family, 4. 
Hodgson, Anne, 116. 

„ James, 113, 116. 
Hoge, Sarah, 39, 42- 
Holies, Frances, 13. 
„ Family, 14. 
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Hopton, Elizabeth, no. 


Owen, Agnec^ i. 


„ Family, in. 


„ Family, a. 


Home, Mary E., 42. 




Horton, — , 27. 


Palmerston, Viscount, 76. 


Howgton, Lord, 13. 


Pitt, William, 33. 


Hurt, Catherine, 84. 


Pole, William Chandos, 55. 




Pope, Mary, 67, 


Jones, Pattib, 42. 


Powell, Francis, 21. 




„ Mary, 58, 62. 


Kayse, Mary, 83. 


Pussey, Elizabeth, 63. 


Keys, Robert, 6. 




King, Sir Richard, 96. 


Revel, Edward, 89. 

T>^1 < f> --.^ 



Kniveton, Sir Gilbert, 16. 

Lamb, Mathew, 72, 75. 
Leake, Sir Francis, 1 1. 
Lechmere, Mary, 83. 

„ Family, 26, 83, 
Lee, Joan, 58. 
Leigh, Thomas, 12, 15. 
Leventhorpe, Mary, 69. 

„ Family, 69, 

Lillyman Family, 87, 89^ 92. 
Lister, Thomas, 17. 
Longford, Isabell, 5. 

Family, 5, 1 1. 
Longforth, Sir Richard, 5. 
Lowe Family, 7. 
Lynam, James, 84, 88. 

Manlove, Thomas, 32. 
Mann, Thomas, 17. 
Manners, Dorothy, 12. 

„ John, 12. 
Marshall, Lewis, 40, 42. 

„ Rebecca, 42. 
Melbourne, Viscount, 75. 
Mickleborgh, Frank, 107. 
Miller, Susan, 105. 
MiUier, W. H., no. 
Motley, John, 42, 
Mundy, John, 13, 28. 
„ William, 17. 

Odingsells, Elizabeth, 2. 
,, Thoma% a- 

„ Family, 3. 

Oswald, J. Gordon, 107. 

Overbey, Emma, 42. 



Robertson, George, 102. 
Robie, Elizabeth, 38. 
Ross, A., no. 
Rubens, Peter Paul, 62. 

Sachsverell, Hekry, 58. 

„ Mary, 8. 

,, Family, 9, 58. 

Sacker, Thomas, 58. 
Salmond, James, 102. 
Samwell, Elizabeth, 43. 

„ Family, 43. 
Sarsfield-Rossiter, Sir William, 114. 
Saunders, Dorothy, 18. 
Scott, R. B., 42. 
Scriven, William, 64. 
Seldon, Robert, 50. 
Seymour, Frances, 122. 
Sherman, Thomas, 18. 
Shields, Rebecca, 40, 42. 
Shore, Harrington, 107. 
Skinner, Caroline, 42. 
Southwell, Lord, 72. 
Spurr, Henry, 28. 
Squire, William, 17. 
Stanhope, Lady Mary, 72. 
Stathum Family, II. 
Stokes, Deborah, 84. 
Strafford, Earl of, 64. 
Streethay, Philip, 6. 
Sulney, Sir John, 5. 
Swetnam, Captain, 27. 

Talbot, Diana, 107. 
Telfer, C. D., 109. 
Thackaff, Christopher, 6. 
„ Gilbert, 7. 
Family, 7. 
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Thompson, — , 84. 
Thornhill, Bache, 72. 
Torkington, Charles, no. 
TunniclUTe, Ralph, 38. 

Vane, Sir Harry, 60. 
Vernon, Sir George, 1 1. 
,, Henry, 12. 

Walker, Anne, 38. 
Ward, John, 23. 
Watson, Captain, 26. 
Whalley, Jeffrey, 6. 
Wheldon, John, 38. 
Whitcombe, Anne, 1 14. 

„ Robert, 114. 

„ Family, 114. 

White, Jane, 30. 



Whyte, Captain, 27. 
Willett, Sarah, 31. 
WUliams, Ellis, 89. 

„ S. H., 105. 
Williamson, — ,17. 
Willoughby, Percival, 13. 
Wilmot, Edward, 23. 31, 40, 53, 54, 55, 56. 

Francis, 56. 

Francis Ballidon, icx). 

Susanna, 89, icx). 

Family, 56, 57, 93. 
Wilson, Dr. Samuel, 42. 
Witherden, Martha, 30. 
Wood, Bettie, 42. 
Woodcock, William, 8. 
Wright, Harriet, 102. 

Thomas, 102, 103. 

Family, 103. 
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